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PREFACE. 


IN purſuance of our Pro- 
poſal lately intimated in a Work entitled, 
« ANECDOTES OF REMARKABLE HIGHWAYMEN, 
SwINDLERS, &c. we now lay the extraordinary 
Life of FREDERICK GERHARD MEVER before 
the Public, as tranſlared from the Dutch and 
the French. To this we were ſtimulated, from 
a knowledge of the avidity with which theſe 
Memoirs have been received in Holland, Ger- 
many, Denmark, and Sweden; and even in 
England and Scotland, among thoſe perſons ca- 
pable of reading the original Publication, In 
the cone a few weeks, ſeveral thouſand 
copies were ſold, in the United Netherlands; 
and, ſo uncommon was the demand, that, be- 
fore a ſecond edition could be got ready, the firſt 
had entirely diſappeared. MHhy it arreſted 
general attention, will beſt be underſtood from 
a peruſal of the ſeveral ſingular incidents which 
diſtinguish the Life and the Death of him who 
is the Hero of the Narrative. Its authenti- 
city reſts on the character of a Divine whoſe in- 
tegrity is as conſpicuous as his virtues; and 
whoſe only aim, in communicating this hiſtory 
to the Public, was directed to shew the unthink- 
ing and inexperienced, That neither rank, riches, 
education, nor wiſdom, is capable of conſerving 
us from the horrors of ignominy, deſpair, and 

untimely diſſolution, if we neglect, much leſs 
mock — like MExER— the moral and the 
_ Chriſtian duties. 
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In Copenhagen, voluptuous indulgencies, 

and illicit Love ; and the gaming table, with 

other misfortunes, in London; produced all the 

a miſeries and piercing degradations which this 
: young Nobleman was doomed to experience in 
his latter moments. | 


Whatever might have been the youthful 
| Count's deſtination in England or Denmark; 

certain it is, that the operation of thoſe 
laws under whoſe rigour he happened to fall; 
the extreme ſenſibility of his nature ; the 
feelings, the philanthropy, the attachment, 
the compaſſion, and even love, of the Mini- 
{ter who attended him; gave birth to ſcenes 
which ſeldom, if ever occur, in thoſe ſolemn dun- 
geons where guilt and wretchedneſs are immured 
from the enlivening rays of a meridian Sun. 


The Hero of theſe Memoirs & as well 
known in the fashionable circles of the British 
Metropolis, as in thoſe of Denmark: our de- 
ſign, therefore, to ſecond the views of the wor- 
thy Author, will probably be attended with a 
certain degree of ſucceſs, Many an ex- 
travagant, thoughtleſs youth of diſtinction, will 
diſcover their old, but unfortunate companion, 
FrEperick MEYER, notwithſtanding the precau- 
tions which he adopted to conceal his genuine 
Name, and his Family, We do not, however, 
by any means wish to wound the feelings of the 
latter: but, though dignified, they muſt tacitly 
acknowledge, that a private pang is beneath 
conſideration, when contraited with the welfare 
of that giddy part of mankind who ſtand moſt 
in need of Precept and example. 


TE 


Ws ef 


bf I : Y +> eats: eo 3 8 4 
+ + 8 P N St iu E 88 2 
es * 3 Lg So ES TIE Io ET 
1 Gu FF Se 


THE CONTENTS. 


4 


— . — 


CHAPTER 1. 
Introductory obſervations of the Author, on the 
Count's appreheuſion, conduct, character, &c. 
Effects on the priſoner's mind of a ſolemn ceremony 
called the Capitale Voorſtelling EE” R 
Compaſſion which the Priſoner excited in all ranks 
Serious Addreſs to modern Philoſophers & 0s 
The Count's Letter to his Judges R 3 
The Priſoner's admiration of Chriſt's conduct with 
relation to the Adultreſs who was brought bee 


fore him . . . . . , . 
Story of the Adultreſs . 4 . 


Letter of the Priſoner, to Mr. Sharp, e 


ſome ſort of belief. E . . 53 * 
Remarkable alteration in the Priſoner . . . 
The ſtings reſulting from Philoſophy, unſupported 

by Religion, in a criminal mind. . . 


Triumph of Deſpair over Hoppe 


A moſt affecting Scene „ ˖ %%% 03” 


Employments of the miſerable Frederick during the 


laſt night of his exiſtence . PE” . 
A daring act of Julcidne » 
Letter addreſſed by the unhappy youth, to an emi- 
nent Phyſician in Rotterdam, containing direc- 
tions for the preſervation of his heart. 


A frighifu!, heart-rending ceremony ß 
A ſpeRacle, eq jally trag ie 3 . 


10 


16 


19 


46 


a 3 | CHAPTER 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
: 


vit CONTENTS. 


| CHAPTER II 
| CT Sh. i &” Ki rw Hs 4 8 5 : . 


Thoughts on Sentimental Love % ͤĩ ¾' 
RKeaſons for the concealment of Names 0 
Commencement of the Culprit's biſtory . Fr 
Picture of a good Mother K 52 
Traits of an eons Father 3 32 
Cauſe of Frederick's corruption from the paths of 
Virtue and Honour A VV 
Solemn Admonition to careleſs Fathers 4 | » $3 
Characteriſtics of Frederick's diſpoſition [> -54 
Fatal amour in Copenhagen between the young Count | 
and a married Lady of diſtinction 5.4 
Elopement, and reaſons which induced the youthfal 
'Nobleman to aſſume the name of Meyer 35 
The Count's flight to his powerful Relations in | 
England —— Reception And ſubſequent Ad- 
ventures in the British metropolis , 56 
A frightful but prophetic Dream! . SEE 
The happieſt proſpects pregnant with the wolt mit | 
chievous conſequences , _ , 4 1 
Diſgraceful Propoſal made to Frederick by 2 near 3 
Relation, then a Member of Parliament . 58 
The Count's purpoſe of returning to Hamburgh, | 
ſingularly circumvented _ 59 
Conſequent arrival in Holland, and reflectlons there 
on his deſtitute condition «© « 59 
Account of the five unparalleled Burglaries which 
| the Count committed in the Dutch Republic, 
and the ſingular circumſtances which attended 
thoſe nocturnal expeditions , * . 61 
Amount of the ſtolen property. 6 
= | CHAP, 


/ 


CHAPTER III. 


Sketch of the Count's perſonal <ualificativns, lite- 
rary acquirements, underſtanding, paſſions, &, 70 
His ſingular condwt while in priſon . « 71 
Extract from his confeſſional Letter, addreſſed to the 
Miniſter who attended him «© « 72 
Utility of certain Prejudices „„ Re EG 

| Singular laws of Artaxerxes Longimanns, celebrated 


for bis upright adminiſtration of juſtice - 


Uncommon openneſs of the priſoner, on his firſt 
examination „ „„ %% SS 76 

Unſacceſsful plan formed by the Count to eſeaph 21 

Magnanimity of a tavern keeper, who had been 


robbed to conſiderable amount p » 83 
Singular manner poſfeſſed by the Count of ſubduing _ 
his moſt in veterate enemies 3 


Singular conduQ of one of the Connt's proſecutors 34 
CHAPTER IV. 


Lines written by the priſoner on Calumny » 87 
His uncommon prefence of mind on the evening 
previous to the day of execution ,. 89 


Copy of a Letter addreſſed to the Miſtreſs of his 
affections in London, diſguiſing actual circum» 
are , »- . +. a0 


Poetic Epiſtles written by the Count a few hours 
before his death «- . '., oc 9398 


CHAPTER V. 


| Intereſting Letter ſent by the Count to the Danish 
Conſul refiding in Rotterdam, on various im- 
portant ſubjects . - 3 „ 
char. 


CONTENTS, t vii 


* 


vliih CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER: VI. 


| Misfortunes pre-determined, according tothe Conbr's 


ſettled opinion 3 Bee 216 
His declaration, that he was a Philoſopher . . 117 
Pernicious influence of Voltaire's writings . 117 


Purport of the arguments of unbelievers . 


The Count's attack on Theologiſts 120 
Owns himſelf a Free Maſon 333 
The Count's reaſoning on Creation 122 
Voltaire's prayer, at the concluſion of his poem, 


entitled, La Loi Naturelle,” . ; „ 123 
Converſation on Godlike Juſtice _ ; I 
The Count's opinion, that there is no ſuch thing 
g as Moral Evil „% 5 127 
His thoughts on the Soul , , 3 128 
Abſurdity of eternal Punishment 100 


Singular Surprize of the Count, when the Miniſter 
firſt ſpoke to him of Divine Revelation . 129 


His opirion of Moſes k 0 150 


And disbelief of Miracles, with bis reaſons , . 191 
The Count's ſatirical mirth reproved, while ſpeaking 


on the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt 135 
His thoughts on the Perſon, Character, and Nane 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt 1 . 1134 


Rouſſeau's delineation of our Saviour's 3 EC, 134 


The Count's obſervations on the doctrine of Inter- 


ceſſion > . R 1 


CHAPTER VII. 


Narrative of ſingular 8 which led to be | 
Count's detection . » 1 
Extraordinary inſtance of effrontery 0 


THS 


Seas MG amd ant r ac £64 es oc TS 


THE 
LEES: 

7 8 5 
FRED. GERARD MEYER, 


—_ —— 


CHAPTER I. 


——Sw— 


IN the beginning of 1796, and 

a few months preceding that period, many bur- 
glaries were committed in the city of Rotter- 
dam. and other places of the Dutch Republic, 
attended with uncommon circumſtances of dex- 
terity and boldneſs, which in reality were 
ſtrange, and that ſtill appeared ſtranger. Some 
people murmured at the inactivity of the Ma- 
giſtrates: theſe, however, did not merit che 
accuſations which were alled-ed againſt them; 


N 


for they redoubled their vigilance and enquiries; 


and juſtly determined to advance the public 
ſecurity, by bringing to exemplary punishment the 
aggreſſor or aggreſſors, when he or they might 
be detected; the more, as petty thefrs were 
then alſo daily committed, and the priſons full 
of various perſons, under different shadows of 
ſuſpicion. 1 
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In conſequence of the exertions made by 
the police-officers, it was not long before the 
principai Culprit fell opportunely into the hands 
of Juſtice, A certain ſentiment of honour. 
on which I shall hereafter more widely expatiate 
.... prompted him, in his confeſſion, to be fo 
communicative, and ſo circumſtantial, that the 
public, almoſt immediately, came to the know- 
ledge of many ſingular particulars; and the 


general voice of the multitude anticipated his 


death ere it was actually known that the fen- 
tence of his Judges would tend the ſame way. 
This opinion the more ſtrongly prevailed, 
when it was found that a worthy Miniſter of 
Rotterdam had viſited the priſoner from time 
to time. That reverend character took in- 
finite, though fruitleſs, pains to convince the 
unhappy youth of the verity, exaltednets, and 
utility of the Chriſtian religion; againſt which 
he was fully prejudiced, having been corrupted 
by diſſolute converſation with gay compa- 
nions, and the peruſal of thoſe English, French, 
and German authors, whoſe aim has been di- 
rected to bring religion into diſeſteem, and 


whoſe writings effaced from his mind the im- 


preſſions of youth and maternal counſel, Thus 


his ſpirit was filled with what is called philoſo- 
phical ſuſpicions, that call in queſtion all re- 


vealed religions, and particularly that tranſmit- 
ted to us by our Saviour: nor was he more 
diſpoſed to favour the principles of Natural 
Religion. Theſe ideas had taken ſuch faſt 


hold of his youthful, gay, and flighty diſpo- 
ſition, that they, in part, eſcaped him in his 


laſt 


3 


3 T 


laſt moments, and even when he ſtrove to be 


1 earneſt and open to conviction. 

=p The divine who had hitherto attended the 

1 unfortunate ſubject of theſe Memoirs, having 

XZ - departed for Utrecht, on ſome public concerns : 
48 in which he was intereſted, I undertook the 

I painful task, after ſentence of death had been 

3 formally pronounced. I thought myſelf equal 


to the undertaking, having, ſome years before, 
aſſiſted at the horrible execution of a criminal, 


1 who had murdered the ſtep-father of his wife; 
1 a murder that was attended with circumſtances 
3 of peculiar cruelty. But I made an inaccurate 
x calculation: I kuew not the diſtinction between 
E a Parricide reeking of blood, and a Thief 
1 through circumstances, (however otherwiſe 


guilty ) as to the mode of preparation: 1 
knew not how infinitely eaſter it was, for both 
head and heart, to inſtruct a ſtupid, paſſionate, 
rough, and, in drunkennets and murderous pro- 
penſity, an almoſt irreclaimable Fleming, with» 
our education, or feeling and reflection, except 
what aroſe in his priſon from deſpair and the 
fear of death; than a well-educated and po- 
lished youth, corrupted by Ioofe conceptions 
of virtue and religion, who, poſſeſſing a heart. 
that abounded in ſenſihility, and open to ſe- 
duftion, was precipitated into every kind of 
exceſs; till, through circumſtances, forgetting: 
virtue entirely, he committed five criminal 
acts, in the short ſpace of three weeks, againſt 
the ſeeurity oi property, and the laws of that 
nation in which he reſided as a ſtranger; 4 


ſtranger who arrived from a country, where, 
| = AY > ſome 
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ſome faw years ſince, the punishment of death 
for crimes like his, was ſolemnly abolished 
by a Royal Ordinance, and declared repugnant 
to the law of Nature and to Equity, 


Above all, I had never once imagined that 


my heart would bleed, during the courſe of my 


viſits to and intercourſe with this unfortunate 


young men: for he had a ſoul of ſenſibility; a 


heart that attached itſelf to mine in confidence; 
and addreis and talents, that might have been uſe- 
ful in ſcci-tv ; but he entertained ſuch lamenta - 
ble ideas of God, religion, virtue, and eternity, 
that the time allowed us was much too short, 
without a miraculous intervention, to give his 
mind another courſe of reaſoning; and thus I 
feared I should find myſelf under the neceſſity of 
accompanying him to the ſcaffold with a de- 
ſpairing mind; againſt which I could aſſord no 
comfort than through the religion of my God- 
like Redeemer. Independent of that, it was 
out of my power to calm the agonies of 


_ miſery and death, 


With thoughts and ſentiments ſuch as 
theſe, I viſited the priſoner, from the middle of 
April to the mournful twenty-ſixth of May; 
at one time flattered by hope, at another agi 
tated by fear, for the preſervation of his life, 
but infinitely more for that of his ſoul, No 
pains, no endeavours, were wanting, on my 
part, to accomplish, at leaſt, the latter object: 
what meaſures 1 purſued to attain that end; 
how far I ſucceeded, and how far I did not 
ſucceed; what the wretched criminal and 7 15 

* | ie 
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ſelf mutually felt; all, in short, that has re- 
lation to this melancholy event; I shall more 
amply deſcribe in the following sheets; with 
the particulars of his Life and Adventures, ſo 
far as 1 am enabled to ſpeak with certainty. 


Towards the approach of a ceremony that 
is called the Capitale YVoorflelling, his mind was 
impreſſed with horror: this is a cuſtom of 
ancient ſtanding in Rotterdam, and which always 


takes place when a criminal is condemned to 


death. It thus occurs. The condemned pri- 
ſoner, three or four days before the execution 
of ſentence, within ſight of the people is led 
out under the naked heaven, and, after a pub- 
lic rehearſal of his confefſion, he is cited by 
the officer Ratione Officie, to appear on the 
theatre of punishment, and before the Judge- 
ment ſeat of the Almighty, at the day and time 


limited for the execution: This alſo occurred 


with great ceremony in the caſe of the unhappy 


ſubject of theſe Memoirs. From the influence 


of his education and opinions, and an extreme 
tenderneſs on the point of honour, his blood ran 
cold at the idea of being led by the hands, Lied, 
and shewn as a villain to the world, The whole 
preceding evening, he engaged me on that ſub- 
ject. I promiſed him that | would be preſent 
the next day, for the purpoſe of reſuming our 
diſcourſe after the conclufion of this ceremony; 
and I accordingly fulfilled my promiſe. He 
was grievouſly diſturbed; and as often as the 


circumſtances of that day came fresh to his re- 


collection, a cold shivering agitated his frame. 
1 ſought to afford him tranquillity, by repeating 
A3 | this 
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this ir conteſtible truth: That a reflecting 


E we] 


© man feels his diſgrace rather in the con- 
© {ciouſneſs of his miſdeeds, than in the re- 
5 ſulting punishment.” With this obſervation 
he coincided; and anſwered me by repeating 
the well known line of his favourite Voltaire: 


Le crime fait la honte & non pas Pechaſfaut, 
The crime occaſions diſgrace, and not the ſcaffold. 


But his feelings were too exquiſite to ſtop there. 


He added, that this was the juſt comfort of 


© a heart that innocently ſuffers, in the con- 
© ſciouſneſs of having diſcharged its duty: but 
© that the ſentiment did not apply to him, who 
© had ſuch a lively ſenſe of his tranſpreſſions, 
and who felt how abominable (that was his 
© expreſſion ) he had rendered himſelf in his 


* own eyes, and thoſe of ail mankind.” 


After the converſation of this day, he 
frequently repeated to me, that he did not 
fear death; that life, in fact, was a burden ro 
him; and that if the Court, without a public 
6 expoture, would permit him to be shot, or 
© at leaſt beheaded, according to his rank, he 
© Should thank God, bleſs the human-kind, and 
© die rather then than on the ſucceeding day : 
© but that he could never ſuſtain the mean and 
{ſcandalous humiliation which muſt accompany 
© his allotted punishment: that he could not 
© ſuſfer himſelf to be again taken, hand cuffed, 
* into Court, and there, expoſed to every eye, 
© ſeethe common hangman bind his limbs, place 
© a rope about his neck, and, as an outcaſt of 

| A . © Creation, 
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© Creation, be dragged to the gallows; that he 
« was Certain he should be dead of same (the 
c bers meaning of which 1 did not then com- 

prehend) ere they brought him io the 


- a : 


From that time, I fear, the idea of fhicide 


took deep root in his mind; an idea which he 


had before cherished : for, during the firſt few 


days of his impriſonment, he ſwallowed lau- 


danum; but the quantity being ſmall, it occa- 
ſioned only ſtrong convulſions and hyſterics. 
Once, at another time, this idea cicaped him in 
a letter, which I sball notice hereafter. Pur, 
in an earneſt converſation on the ſubject, this 
unfortunate youth declared to me, that he had 
wholly abandoned his purpoſe. My fears on that 
head did not, however, diminish; and, in ge- 
neral words, I communicated thoſe fears to the 


proper perſons; leaving the reſt to the vigi- 


lance of the two police- officers who attended 
him by day and by vight; and to the certainty 
which I thought there was, that he poſſeſſed 
neither drugs nor inſtruments, well knowing 
that he could not, on any inducement, either 
purchaſe the one or the other. I his fear, 
which had given m much uneaſineſs, entirely va. 
nished on the fatal morning, and even at the 
inſtant that he gs: his horrible Ws 


ſign. 


When the day firſt appointed for carrying 
the ſentence into effect, began to draw near, 


my ſpirits and my body were diſcompoſed and 


afflicted, through pity and participation, I 
A4 © acknowledged 


1 


gcknowledged the juſtneſs of the punishment, 
but lamented the law's ſeverity. 1 ſuffered 
anguish with and alſo for the priſoner. Some- 


times, indeed, I doubted whether the compaſ- 


ſion which I felt, was weakneſs or virtue. But 


ſtill it increaſed, in proportion as I ſaw that he 


equally intereſted all who ſurrounded him; that 
every One imbibed the like compaſſion; and 
that all the keepers even, however accuſtomed 
to ſuch ſcenes, which certainly tend to harden 
the fibres of clemency, weeped with him, and 
bemoaned his deſtiny. I alſo obſerved, with 
aſtonishment, more than once, that men of 
various ranks who viſited the culprit, bearing 
with them ſtrong prepoſſeſſions in his disfavour, 


quickly returned from the dungeon, having their 


eyes lurcharged with tears, and evidently im- 
preſſed with feelings that always equalled, and 
tometimes exceeded, thoſe which agitated my 
own boſom. 


I conſidered the priſoner, _— as a de- 
faulter, it is true; but, as an individual, more 
entitled to pity than deſerving of abhorrence: 
] thought, a thouſand times.. My God! what 
is man! ... A yuuth of fashion, deſcended 
from a noble family; born in ſplendour ; the 


© joy of his parents; baptiſed with pomp, edu- 


cared with care, and gradually advancing to 
poſts of honour and importance; falls, ah! 
how unhappily! into the hands of looſe 
companiors; learns to ſport with religion, 
itilles his coricience by ſtrengtheiiing his mind 
in unbclict; entangles bi, mielf in the ſnares 
on voluptuouincls, play, and debauchery; 

© conlumes 
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© conſumes his property, and proſtitutes the agi- 
© lity of his ſpirit and his body, to reſtore thoſe 
joſſes by plunder, which indiſcretion had oc- 
< calioned! A youth, too, who, in conver- 
© ſation, was remarkable for his vivacity, po- 
© liteneſs, and judgment; who has an abhor- 
© rence of the crimes to which he was un- 
«© thinkingly, and by tranſient ſucceſs, precipitated ; 
this youth, in the short period of a few 
© weeks, deſcends from giddineſs to villainy; 
js unexpectedly apprehended, convicted, de- 
C 
o 
& 
0 
0 
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prived of honour and luxury; confined in a 
miſerable and gloomy dungeon, where the 
light of heaven never enters; condemned to 
death; treated as a peſt of ſociety; and wait. 
ing only to end his exiſtence on the gal- 
3 lows! 


Ah!' ſaid I), © thouſands of worthy 
and reſpectable parents; many of thoſe even 
among my friends; and myſelf ; havechildren, 
brothers, relations, who, without God's pro- 
tection, lie expoſed to the fame temptations, 
and who may become ripe for diſtreſſes ſimilar 
to thoſe which mark the deſtiny, of this ill- 
fated youth, who ſeems to poſſeſs a heart 
abounding in mildneſs, and formed for the 

reception of every virtue: a Yyouth, who 

has ſo often ſaid to me I have never 
yet been able to comprehend, how any man 

like myſelf could fall into ſuch low and vi. 
© cious courſes: and it is but a short time ſince, 
that, if any perſon had foretold what is now 

* come to paſs, I should have held the pre- 

nas « diction 
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& diction as utterly deſtitute of truth and pro- 
ce bability.” 5 . 1 


Impreſſed with many favourable ſentiments, 
ſeeing him, I forgot the criminal, and viewed 
alone the unfortunate friend, whoſe lot I lament . 
ed. I did not upbraid him for the crimes 


which he had committed: for he amply antici- 


pated every inclination of that nature. But 
this I ncver purpoſed: my object was, to shew 
him religion in its moſt lovely point of view; 
28 a religion calculated to gladden his heart; 
to repreſent God as diſpoſed to forgive 
to take into bis mercy the greateſt ſinner; 
and as willing to let clemency ſupply the place 
of juſtice. I laboured to diſcloſe God to him 
in the viſage of Jeſus Chriſt, He liſtened 
tranquilly to my ſuggeſtions, acknowledged the 
zeal which J manifeſted for his happineſs, en- 
truſted his whole confidence to my boſom, and 
moſt affectingly attached himſelf to me as 
the only friend which he had found in calamity : 


but, unfortunately, his heart was fortified againſt 


the Goſpel by various opinions fraught with 
infidelity, which he had borrowed from Vol- 
taire, U*Alembert, Chubb, Morgan, Barhdt, 
Swift, and Nicolai. In his imagination, Jeſus 
was the Confucius and the Socrates of the 
Jews. Salvation through Chriſt appeared to 
him as abſolute foolishneſs. In a kind of de- 
ſpair, mistruſting his repentance; and, in the 
race that he had run, meeting with no ſub- 
ſtantial virtues; his ſoul found no-where com- 
fort, than in an unavoidable Fatality, perhaps 
annihilation, ſometimes tranſmigration, or, at 

moſt, 
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| moſt, the clemency of the Omnipotent, that 


would not render him for ever miſerable. 


A thouſand thoughts aroſe, from time to 
time, in his mind; one moment he doubted, 
and the next ſuſpected thoſe very doubts: al- 
ways, however, deſirous of fortifying his un- 
belief, he changed to-day the opinion of yeſter- 
day for another equally unfortunate; and not 
unfrequently returned to that which, a short 
time before, he had diſcarded as abſurd. Un- 
deciſive and comfortleſs in his own Syſtem, he 
wanted ſtrength of ſpirit to embrace a better 
one: his ſoul, thus shocked, ſuffered the 
moſt cruel tortures; and his gentle heart 
heaved in vain for eaſe. | 


O Philoſophers of the preſent age! and 
ye who are called Preachers of human love! 
what utility does your doctrine of unbelief 
produce in the world? Of what advantage is 
your enlightened opinions? That, however, 
which you affect to believe, will not rob us of*a 
Jzsus, who, through the Goſpel, brought life 
and immortality to light, while you can give 
us nothing, in its place, with regard to the un- 
certain future, than a dreadful hope of poſſi- 
ble annihilation; and, for the tortures of ac- 
cuſing conſcience, know no other comfort than 
the dagger's point, in order to facilitate that 
nothingneſs! 


Sometimes the light of truth ſeemed, with 
faint rays, to illumine his ſoul; but the shades 
of prejudice obſcured its emanations: his con- 

| {cience 
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ſcience alſo was frightened at annoyance; and 
he continued miſerable. The parc incr aſe! 
which 1 took in his misfortunes; our mutual 
attachment augmented; and my zeal to 'crve 
him redoubled: but the labour which I beſtow - 
ed, was nearly fruitleſs, 


During thoſe moments in which I made 
the moſt progreſs, he ſaid “ If I err in my 
* ſentiments; if thoſe which you profeſs are 
© founded on truth; if there is actually no 
© eternal happineſs than through Jeſus Chriſt ; 
believe me, my dear friend! /I open to you 
my whole heart) I have not the ſmalleſt en- 
mity to that way.... provided I can be con 
vinced that it js the right one, But, is it fo, 
then I hope that God will conſerve me in 
that path which he alone knows to be the 
only one, but that yet is dark to my heart; 
then shall J eternally thank Him, without 
© forgetting your friendship and your love.“ 


GH 6G A „ A 


* At no time was he more earneſt, more 
affected, and more grateful, than when I prayed 
with him; and this I did always in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Thoſe who were 
preſent, have frequently ſeen me lend him my 
handkerchief to wipe away his tears: for he 
had been deprived of his own, from the fear 
of ſuicide, Even on the laſt Sunday, when 
at public ſervice, I prayed with him, my 
hand, on which he had bowed his head, and 
there poured forth the effuſions of a turcharged 
heart, yet ſmoked with his tcars when I en- 
tered the * nor was my handkerchief dry 
at 
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at the concluſion of my diſcourſe, when, wich 


the audience, I implored God for his ſalva- 
tion. | 


ff 


Willingly, yes willingly ! had I ſeen the 
life of this malefactor conſerved, could that 
event have taken place conſiſtently with the in- 
tereſts of my two friends in ſociety, Juſtice and 
Order: bur, hitherto, I had made no one effort 
for that purpoſe; por was it in my power. 
Let it then be conceived, what joy I began to 
experience when, a few days before the time 
firſt fixed for execution, I heard that endeavours 
were exerting, in another quarter, to ſave him 
from impending death. 


The Danish Conſul reſiding in Rotterdam, 
(for to Denmark the priſoner belonged, as 
will more particularly be ſeen in a following 
Chapter) had early intereſted himſelf in the 

culprit's behalf, and even, before ſentence, 
ſolicited of the Provincial Government of Hol- 
land a mitigation of punishment, or a reſpite: 
but this requeſt was, by advice of the Court, 
deemed inadmiſſible. However, after ſentence 
had been pronounced, thoſe endeavours were 
renewed. His Excellency the Baron Von 
Schubart, Chamberlain and Envoy of his Ma- 
jeſty the King of Denmark, by the Dutch 
Republic, ſupported that requeſt with as much 
zeal as humanity» While this application was 
depending, his Excellency ſent from the Hague 
an expreſs, with intimation that all would prove 
uſeleſs, unleſs the perions who had been rob- 
bed, conſented to ſign a declaration, © Thar 
| | 6 they, 


— 


© they, as the injured parties, and as Chriſtians, 
© forgave- the priſoner all his offences towards 
© them; and, ſo far as they were concerned, 
© would manifeſt a wish to ſee the object of 
© the Petition, in his favour, fulfilled.* 


At this momentous period, I became, for 
the firſt time, his advocate with the world: my 
interference was ſolicited, in order to move 
thoſe perſons in the priſoner's behalf, Should 
I have been a man or a brute, a preacher of 
Chriſtianity or a Devil, it 1 had refuſed this 
office, or even thought it a point that wanted 
conſideration ? Within two or three hours, 
all was brought into a comfortable train of ac-- 
commodation; the circumſtances of which I 
shall hercafter relate. This is all that I ef- 
fected towards the conſervation of the pri- 

ſoner's life. A few individuals, indeed, ſeeing 
the proſpect thus begin to brighten, added their 
exertions, from friendship towards me Now 
and then. too, t ventured to defend the pri- 
ſoner againſt prejudices, faiſe reports, and the 
wicked interpretations of ignorance: for in- 
ſinuations were often circulated, that but little 
accorded with humanity. 


| In the mean time, how was my heart re- 
joiced, when, the day before that appointed for 
this unhappy man's execution, a reſpite arrived 
for him; his caſe being, opce more, laid before 
the Court of Holland, for conſideration and 
advice! A faint ray of hope now illumined 


the receſſes of deſpair, 


The 


18 


123 J 


The principal Officer of the Police, and 
Sheriffs, who, as Judges, had condemned the 
priſoner, but, as men, felt every ſentiment of 
compaſſion for him, requeſted me to inform 
the miſerable youth of this occurrence; and 
to prepare him with circumſpettion, for receiv- 
ing it from the mouth of his judges. After 
ſo many painful meetings, I now haſtened to 
enjoy one agreeable moment with the unfortu- 
nate culprit: I approached him with unuſual ce. 
lerity — he was rather alarmed than glad but 
{till he flew into my arms, and embraced me; 
while tears of mixed ſenfibiiity flowed from his 
eyes. The recollection of that moment yet 
rejoices my heart! - When this pleaſing 
agitation had a little ſubſided, I ſignified to him, 
that the reaſons for fear ſtill continued greater 
than the grounds of hope. He owned, after I had 
conciuded, that he rather panted for death, 
unaccompanied by the ignominy that was at- 
tacned to the execution of his ſentence, than 
for a life that, at beſt, mait be unhappy, and 
that always would be embittered on recurring 
to the paſt, That which made the moſt ſen- 
ſiole impreſſion on my mind, was the following 
exclamation; — * My God! is it poſſible that 
* thoſe perſons whom 1 have wronged and in- 
* jurcd, can have forgiven me! I have not 
* Merited any one's compaſſion!ꝰ 


While before the Court, for the purpoſe 
already mentioned, his emotion was fo ex- 
ceſſive, that the power of utterance for ſook 
him; but the im pre ſſton which all this made 
on his mind, and hien afforded me both plea. 
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ſure and hope, will beſt appear from the fol · 
lowing letter, addreſſed to his Judges, on that 
o occaſion. | 


MESSIEURS |! 


Convaincu de toute la laideur du crime, 
dont l'idèe nait dans matte, je ſens dans toute 
ſon etendue le pouvoir de la vertu, qui vous 
fait agir, en reculant la juſtice indubitable de 
mon {upplice, afin de me donner plus de tems 
pour devenir reconcilie avec PEtre ſupreme, 
dont l'image vivante ſe preſente à mon intel- 
ligence pur vos ſentimens. Et, fi la priere 
d'un malfaiteur peut penetrer juſqu'au pied du 
trone de la Toutepuiſſance, elle ſera de vous 
garder dans ſa ſainte & digne garde, tandis que 
je vis & mourerai d' un coeur penetré de la 
veneration, que vous m'avez inſpiré. 


(ligne) 
F. MEYER: 


In English thus . 
GENTLEMEN, 


Convinced of the whole hejnous- 
neſs of a ciime, the idea of which often 
riſes to my view, 1 feel, in all its extent, 
the power of that virtue which prompts you 


to poſtpone my indubitably juſt — 
| Wil 


Jus; 


ften | 


ents 


you. 


Jenty 
wich 


1 
with the view of giving me more time for 
reconciliation with the Supreme Being; whoſe 
vived image preſents itſelf to my mind through 
the medium of your ſentiments. And, if 
the prayer of a malefactof can penetrate to 
the Throne of the All powerful, I will im 
plore Him to take you into his holy and ſe- 
cure keeping; while I shall live and die with 
a heart penetrated by that veneration which 
you have inſpired in me. 8 


0 Signed 1 
F. MEYER, 


After this, however, we had much to fear, 
and but little to hope: from day co day, and 
from week to week, the uvfortunate youth 
continued in dread of a shameful death. Ard 
whatever Juſtice: might claim, I think that Hu- 
manity would have nearly ſuggeſted, that æ 
micigation of punichment, which at firſt had 
beeif mercy. couid now be confidered as little 
Short of Equity in the caſe of a man who 
had lived only five months amongſt us, tour of 
which had been paſſed in priſon; in the caſe 
of a man, I f y, who, within the laſt fix 
weeks, had ſuſtained a thouſand deaths, im- 
mured in a fubterraneous abode, with no other 
light than what the candle afford:d; and who, 
during al that time, had never once leen the 
radiance of day, except two or three times 
when fummoned before his Judges! 


B 7 . Our 
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Our converſations on religion were but 
little diverſified: their object was the ſame as 
before; and my ſucceſs pretty nearly ſimilar. 
Every evening we prayed God, That, if ic 
accorded with His wiſdom, He. would not cut 
off the hope of life; and diſpoſe the hearts of 
thoſe in power to compaſſion and mercy, as 


far as was compatible with the ſacred right 


and the ſecurity of mankind in general. 
but if, in His wiſdom, he had determined 
otherwiſe, and had lifted the arm of Juſtice to 
bring down shame and death, that, then, 
this punishment, on the deſtruction of the 
flesh, might be accompanied with the conſer- 
vation of the priſoner's ſoul: that his preju- 
dices being removed, he might be convinced 
of the truth, and rightly know Feſus; his cou; 
rage be ſtrengthened againſt the laſt horrors of 
death; his ſoul penetrated with the comfort of 
the Goſpel; and his departing moment be the 
happieſt and moſt bleſſed of all thoſe which he 


had ever known! 


My heart likewiſe repeated this prayer 
when I was at a diſtance from him: in fine, 
his image occupied every avenue of my ſoul, 
and continually hovered before me. I pain. 
fully anticipated the unfavourable ſequel; and 
therefore always ſubmitted my wishes to the 
unſearchable wiſdom of that God, who re- 
gulates all for the beſt. 


At length, on Thurſday the 19th of May, 
the fatal tidings arrived. The Court of Hol- 
land, after deliberate conſideration, Og 

at 


[ #2 3 


that the law should take its due courſe; and in l 
"conſequence, after another ineffectual applica- 

tion had been made to the Sheriffs by a cele- 

brated Advocate, execution with the rope, | 

was unalterably fixed for the enſuing Thurſday, 5 


May 26. 


J once more received a requeſt from the 
Judges, (but wich very different ſenſations 
than before) to prepare the unhappy priſoner 
for the diſcloſure of his doom, and to afford 
him my aſſiſtance till the ſolemn moment should 
arrive. N 


With a beating heart, and feet that un. 
willingly performed their functions, I approached 
his dungeon. Mournfuily I imparted to him 
thoſe tidings, pregnant with infamy and death, 
Having heard the melancholy purport of my 
viſit, he ſtood ſpeechleſs, but extremely tran- 
quil; and, after an interval of ſome minutes, 
the only anſwer I received was, an emphatical 
— God bleſs you.. ! an exprefiion to which 
he was much accuſtomed, and that he always 
pronounced in English. Our converſation, 
afterwards, was impreſſive, affectipg, and ſo- 
lemn: we invoked the Almighty's inter poſition; 
and I went home, penetrated to the ſoul. 


That day, and the three following, to 
Sunday night, he reſlefted deeply, was ferious, 
exceedingly zealous, and ſeemed to feel more 
than ever the influence of Truth. He ever 
{poke with tranſport of the amiable character 
of Jeſus, ( viewed as - man) from the 9 
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Chriſt *. 


of the Adultereſs, which had met his obſer- 
vation that day in the Goſpel, , John 8.; a Chap 
ter which afforded us an abundance of matter for 
diſcourſing on the actual greatneſs of Jeſus 
He was extremely defirous to know 
what Text 1 should chuſe for my diſcourſe at 


— 
— 


And the ſcribes and Phariſees brought unto 
him a woman taken in adultery : and, when they 
had ſet her in the midſt, | | 


They ſaid unto him, Maſter, this woman 


was taken in adultery, in the very act. | 


Now Moſes in the law commanded us, that 
ſuch should be ſtoned: but what ſayeſt thou? 


This they ſaid, tempting him, that they might 
have to accuſe him. But Jeſus ſtooped down, 
and with /zs ſinger wrote on the ground, as though 
— them..not. ,:- | 


So when they continued asking him, he lift up 
himſelf, and ſaid unto them, He that is without fin 
among you, let lum firſt caſt a ſtone at her. 


And again he ſtooped down, and wrote on the 
And they which heard it, being convicted by 
their own conſcience, went out one by one, begin- 
ning at the eldeſt, even uno the laſt: and Jeſus 
was left alone, and the woman ſtanding in the 
midit, - at | 
When Jeſus had lift up - himſelf, and ſaw none 
but the woman, he ſaid unto her, Woman, where 


are _ thine accuſers ? hath no man condemned 
thee ? / 


She faid, No man, Lord. And Jeſus faid un- 
to her, Neither do 1 condemn thee: go, and fin 


no more,” 
Church 


[29 4 
Church; and when I shewed him Luke, xiii. 
v. I. . 5, he flew into my arms, wept bitterly, 
and afterwards joined me earneſtly in prayer. 
That ſame night, he ſent me the following 
letter. f | 1 


MONSIEUR! 


Vous voulez bien permettre, que jemploie 
le moment, que la malignite de mon Etoile 
me permet encore d'etre fur la terre, a vous 
rendre par Ecrit mes remercimens, que je vous 
dois pour votre accompagnement vers ma 
ſombre demeure prochaine. Vous myavez 
EclairE par vos lumieres & convaincu par des 
raiſons palpables ſur des choſes, dont mon en- 
tendement avoit beſoin d'&tre Eclairci La 
verite, dont vous &tes le Diſciple m'a été 
participè : par vos ſoins. Je vois au dela 


+. *® © There were preſent at that ſeafon ſome 
that told him of the Galileans, whoſe blood Pilate 
had mingled with their ſacrifices. 5 
And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto them, Suppoſe 
ye that theſe Galileans were ſinners above all the 
Galileans, becaule, they ſuffered ſuch things? 


I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent Ve 
Shall all likewiſe waa 2H a W OR 
Or thoſe eighteen upon whom the tower of 
Siloam fell, and flew them, think ye that they 
were ſinners above all men that dwelt in Jcruſalem? 
I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent, ye 
Shall all likewiſe perish. at £6 


B 3 du 


C Tz 


du tombeau un avenir, que jenviſageois au 
paravant comme un objet non à grande di- 
ſtance, mais non comme actuellement, rendu 
plus viſible aux yeux de mon intelligence, par 
la lumiere de votre Eſprit. Je reconnois 
avec vous un Dieu, que je demande pardon 
avec componction des torts, que Jai fait a 
Vautrui & plus encore a moi meme par 
I'Ezarement de mon coeur. Je ſens vivement 
ce que je rapporte, & ne doute gueres, que 
la Puiſſance Divine, dont vous Ete le Mini- 
ſtre, exauce ma fervante priere. Daignez 
y ajouter la votre pour celui, qui demeure 
inſinement d'avoir d'obligation à vous. 


(ſigné) 
F. MEYER, 


En Priſon à Rotterdam, 
22 Mey 1796. 


This Letter, in English, is as follows: . 
SIR! 


You will aſſuredly permit me to em- 
ploy that moment which the malignity of my 
deſtiny yet leaves me to be upon the earth, 
in thus rendering, on paper, thoſe acknowledg- 
ments due to you, for accompanying me to- 
wur ds my approaching ſombre reſidence. 
Vou have enlightened me by your knowledge, 
and convinced me, through palpable reaſons, 
ot tings in which my underſtanding wanted 
Illumination. 


E 31 
illumination. That truth, whereof you are 
the Diſciple, has, by your care, been com- 
municate:i to me. I ſee, on yonder ſide of 
the grave, a futurity, which hitherto I have 
viewed as an object at no great diſtance, but 
not as actual, rendered more viſible to the eyes 
of my intelligence, by the radiations of your 
wiſdom TI acknowledge, as you do, one 
God; of whom I implore pardon, with com- 
punction, for the injuries that 1 have made 
others ſuſfer, and more particularly myſelf, 
through the errors of my heart, I feel, in 
the moſt lively manner, that which I here 
advance; and have but little doubt, that the 
Divine Puiſſance, whoſe Miniſter you are, 
will favourably hear my fervent prayer. 
Deign to add your's to that of -him who 
will continue to owe you infinite obliga- 


tions. 1 | 
(Signed) 
r 
In Priſon, at Rotterdam, May az, 1796. 


From this period, a remarkable alteration 
took place. His body became debilitated; 
his appetite failed; and a total languor was 
clearly perceivable: his vivacity, through the 
many shocks which he had ſuſtained, began ſen- 
ſibly to leave him; and, during the few ſuc- 
ceeding nights, he was not only deprived 
of ſleep, but ſubjected to fainting and hyſteric 
fits. So violently, indeed, was he attacked 
by theſe maladies, that his keepers were obliged 
to call in the aid of a phyſician at the moſt un- 
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E 
ſeaſonable hours; nor did they ſuppoſe that he 


wouid live till the fatal Thurſday appointed for 


his execution. After that time, alſo, I never 
converſed with him, than as he lay, ſick, ex- 
tended on his bed; and particularly on the 
Tueſday, { found him ſo much exhauſted, that, 
to comprehend what he ſaid, I was under the 
neceſſicy of applying my ear to his mouth. 
This extreme debility, however, nearly va- 
nished on the Wedneſday; and he endeavoured 
to ſummon all his fortitude : but ſtill he 
ſeemed irreſolute, running precipitately from 
one object to another, accompanied with an 


evident alarm. 


As to his intellectual faculties, I obſerved 
that he maintained a ſingular preſence of mind, 
and ſtill no ſmall portion of his accuſtomed vi- 
vscity; perceivable. at leaſt, in three poetic 
epiſtles, written in French, and all addreſſed to 


me, the laſt evening, night, and morning, of 


his earthly career. Theſe letters, which were 
found after his death, I shall inſert, with the 
tranſlation, in a ſubſequent Chapter. Not- 
withſtending this ſprightlineſs of conception 
increaſing alarm at the idea of death; ice-cold 
horrors at the ignominy by which it was to 
be accompanied; and uncommon diſorder, 


* 


were ſ,metimes viſible, His labouring heart 


panied for eaſ2 and comfort; bur could no- where 


find either the one ar the other. His own 


poſitions were floating graſs, that had not ſuf- 
ficient ſtreugth to bear him up, He feelingly 


exclaimed... * Miſerable being! that haſt no · 


ching but thy philoſophy; and that canſt not 
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place ſufficient confidence in the Goſpel l.. 


© But cannot you give me another ſoul? Can 
© you not order it ſo, that I may belicve, that 
© | may think, as you think and as you be- 
© lieve? A [thouſand ideas fly through my 
© head; but I am unable to conquer my doubts, 
I ardently wish that I ccu'd derive thoſe com- 
© forts from religion which you enjoy. 


In a predicament like this, what courſe 
could I purſue? To prove his earneſtneſs 


in the ſ-arch of truth; to demonſtrate religion, 


as a doctrine of grace and comfort, to his con- 
ſcience; to further his penitence; as a miſer- 
able (inner, ew him Jeſus; devoutly pray by 
him; and encourage him to pray allo; ali this 
was certainly in my power, and J performed it 
too, with a ſincerity that highly pleaſed him; 
with feels that were anſwered by his heart: 
but his ind was unconvinced; and LI brought 
him no further than to an uncertain perhaps. 
Perhaps it is all as you ſay; and, if it be fo, 
© I hope that God wil! pardon my errors, as 
well as my crimes: the firſt are leſs my fault 
than the laſt, I have not the ſmalleſt re- 
pugnance to ſalvation, in the way that moſt 

accords with the perfectneſs of the Supreme 
Being: but I am an enemy of diſſimulation; 
therefore I cannot impoſe upon you by ſay- 
ing... © I believe all!” And, certainly, you 
would not wish me to become a Hypocrite 
in . theſe my laſt moments, merely for the 
ſake of giving you ſatisfattion ! | 


Oh! 


— — —— - — ——— - — a 
. 


— — 


— —— —— ¶ V— — 
. 


— — — — — — 
—— ——— — —— — 


— — — — — 


— — 
z. —aK— ——— — —᷑è’WO «„ „„ „«„ñũ—Pi, 


— 


A 
— 


— — —— —— — —— K— — 


— 


—— — = - 
— —— - 
— — 


— —— 
Vä 


— — Deo, 


— —— — —ů— * 
* 1 — — —.— * — Ra Pete eg — — 


— — 
— 


—— nes . — — 

” — — K — 
—̃ a ad ee in ͤ—— — R— 
— nt. > wha *— ee INEPG, 2191 — — — 


— — 
_— 
- * _ 
— 


—— 
—— — 
— 


— 
— 2 
——— Ie 


1 3 
ſeaſonable hours; nor did they ſuppoſe that he 


wouid live till the fatal Thurſday appointed for 
his execution. After that time, aſo, I never 


converſed with him, than as he lay, ſick, ex- 


tended on his bed; and particularly on the 


Tueſday, { found him ſo much exhauſted, that, 
to comprehend what he faid, I was under the 


neceſſity of applying my ear to his mouth. 


This extreme debility, however, nearly va- 


* 


nished on the Wedneſday; and he endeavoured 


to ſummon all his fortitude : but ſtill he 
ſeemed irreſolute, running precipitately from 
one object to another, accompanied with an 


evident alarm. 


As to his intellectual faculties, I obſerved 


that he maintained a ſingular preſence of mind, 


and till no ſmall portion of his accuſtomed vi- 


vacity; perceivable, at leaſt, in three poetic 


epiſtles, written in French, and all addreſſed to 


me, the laſt evening, night, and morning, of 
his earthly career. Theſe letters, which were 


found after his death, I shall inſert, with the 


tranſlation, in a ſubſequent Chapter. Not- 
withft:nding this ſprightlineſs of conception; 
increaſing alarm at the idea of death; ice-cold 
horrors at the ignominy by which it was to 
be accompanied; and uncommon diſorder, 


were {-metimes viſible, His labouring heart 
panted for eaſ2 and comfort; but could no-where 


find cither the on? or the other. His own 
politions were floating graſs, that had not ſuf- 
ficient ſtreugth to bear him up. He feetingly 
exclaimed... * Miſerable being! that haſt no · 


* thing but Lhy philulopihy ; and that canſt not 
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F place ſufficient confidence in the Goſpel l. 
© But cannot you give me another ſoul? Can 
© you not order it ſo, that I may believe, that 
J may think, as you think and as you be. 
© lieve? A thouſand ideas fly through my 
© head; but I am unable to conquer my doubts, 
I ardently wish that I could derive thoſe com- 
© forts from religion which you enjoy. 


In a predicament like this, what courſe 
could I purſue? To prove his earneſtneſs 
in the ſ-arch of truth; to demonſtrate religion, 
as a doctrine of grace and comfort, to his con- 
ſcierce; to further his penitence; as a miſer- 


able ſinner, sﬆhew him Jeſus; devoutly pray by 


him; and encourage him to pray alſo; ali this 
was certainly in my power, and TI performed it 
too, with a ſincerity that highly pleaſed him; 
with feelſhes that were anſwered by his heart: 
but his Mind was unconvinced; and [ brought 


him no further than to an uncertain perhaps. 


Perhaps it is all as you ſay; and, if it be fo, 
* I hope that God wil! pardon my errors, as 
well as my crimes: the firſt are leſs my fault 
than the laſt, I have not the ſmalleſt re- 
pugnance to ſalvation, in the way that moſt 
accords with the perfectneſs of the Supreme 
Being: but 1 am an enemy of diſſimulation; 
therefore J cannot impoſe upon you by ſay- 
ing...“ 1 believe all!” And, certainly, you 
would not wish me to become a Hypocrite 
in theſe my laſt moments, merely for the 
ſake of giving you ſatisfaction! N 


Oh! 


— 34 J 

Oh! how incapable am I of deſcribing 
my own ſufferings at this period! I loſt the 
natural cheerfulneſs of my diſpoſit ion; I became 
gloomy; my body was deranged, my ſoul was 
ſorrowful. I loved the priſoner: his mind 
had been vitiated by debauchery; licentioaſ- 
neſs had rendered him unfortunate. But, 
naturally, his heart was good, his manner at- 
tractive, and his original principles excellent. 
It grieved me to ſee him without hope He 
had no confidence in the Goſpel; he ſu- 
ſpected his Philoſophy; and the uncertainty 
that agitated his mind, was equally oppoſite 
to tranquillity and eaſe. One moment, he 
abandoned every hope; the next, he appeared 
to me as the youth, who was not ſar from the 
Kingdom of God, In all, was I convinced of 
the verity of that doctrine which I preach : 
© That external means, natural endeavours, and 
© what may be called a good heart, are by no 
© means ſufficient without the powerful opera- 
tion of the sPIRIT of Jꝝsus: That the be- 
© lief, which preſerves us, is a belief the eſſect 
© of God, and that we. shall be ſaved by grace 
© through a belief that comes xoT from OUR- 
* SELVES. But even ſtrongly convinced, that 
God has attached to vs the means, and that 
belief enters at the ear, I redoubled my 
aſſiduity, inſomuch that my conſcience cannot 
accule me of having neglected the fmalleſt 
circumſtance which, according to my concep ; 
tions, was calculated to benefit the priſoner, 
But, as I have elſewhere obſerved, my efforts 
proved uniucceſsful; and the ſequel demon- 
ſtrated, that his heart was then big with an 


object, 
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object, which, at the beginning, I had ſu- 
ſpected and oppoſed. Aware of my ſentiments 
on that head, be ſo carefully concealed his pur- 
poſe, that I deemed it unneceſſary to repeat, or 
to ſtrengthen, my former arguments. 


As the awful period drew near, he shewed 
leſs inclination, than before, to join in contro» 
verſy; leſs earneſtneſs, leſs deſire, to reaſon 
long on religious ſubjects; frequently ſtriving 
to give the converſation a different turn, to 
divert the courſe of his thoughts, and to con- 
ceal or tranquilliſe his increaſing uneaſineſs. _ 

The laſt evening, although I ſtayed with 
the unhappy youth a conſiderable time, 1t was 
out of my power to arreſt his attention: all 
was confuſedneſs, inconſtancy, extravagance, 
and, now and then, even inſanity. I attri- 
buted this to the awfulneſs of his ſituation, 
and to alarm and emotion; nor was M unap- 
prehenſive that, the enſuing day, I should find 
him either raving with deſpair, or expiring 
of terror, However, elevating himſelf in bed, 
at the fide of which I kneeled, he heartily 
aſliſted at prayer. Scarcely had I ended, ere 
he precipitately leaned towards me, embraced 
and bedewed me with tears; thanked me for 
all my kind ſervices, and ſignified a hope 
that I would preſerve, for his ashes, the re- 
collection of friendship, or at leaſt compaſſion. 
Before I could diſengage myſelf from his arms, 
he ardently kiſsed my cheek, and cried, ſobbing, 
* Take that kiſs, for me, to your wife and 
* YOur Children, if they will be good enough to 

| receive 


. 
© | | 
© receive it of a malefactor; and tell them it is 
my prayer that they may always be happy !' 


This unexpected farewel diſconcerted me: 
] feared that he again cherished the idea of 
ſuicide, notwithſtanding my conviction that 
the ſcheme was impracticable. I did not 
coiceal from him my aſtonishment; ob- 
ſerving, Ihat his manner ſeemed ſtrange, 
ſince we were to ſce each other, once more, 
the next morning. But he anſwered:..... 
© To-morrow we: shall here be ſo crouded, 
that no opportunity will offer of ſpeaking 
without conſtraint; and who knows if I 
shall then be able to take leave of you in 
© a proper manner?“ In short... with my 
whole ſcul... 1 bleſſed and commended him 
to God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Having 
promiſed to viſit him again at ten o'clock 
the next morning, I departed, with inward 
grief, and with a ſupplicating heart. His eye 
followed mc; he kiſſed his hand towards me 
when J was at ſome diſtance; and I till 
heard his favourite God bleſs you? and 
Adieu! as the officers bolted the iron- 
grated door of his coll. ! : 


No ſooner was the miſerable Frederick 
Meyer alone, than he wrote me a letter; one 
alſo at cleven o'clock; and, at ſix in the 
morning, a third. He likewiſe addreſſ2d a 
letter to the principal Judge on the Bench; 
and one to Doctor van Noorden, an emi- 
nent phyſician of Rotterdam, for whom he 
enteilaiued the higheſt eſteem, Notwith- 

| | ſtanding 
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ſtanding this manner of employment, he paſs- 
ed thoſe gloomy hours in whirlwinds of aiſ- 
tres. Early in the morning, he requeſted his 
attendants to let bim lie, without interruv- 
tion, till ten o'clock; and to call him only 
a little before the time that I had appointed 
for our final interview. Thoſe who watched 
by him that night, undertook to gratify his 
deſire. 


At length, the folemn morning arrived, 
which I had long ſo painfuily expected. La- 
bouring under many afflifting ſenſations, I pre- 
pared myſelf for the diſcharge of an extra- 
ordinary task; although I little ſurmiſed that 


_ /uc; an office would fall to my share, as 


that which I was called upon, by God and my 
duty, to diſcharge. | 


Never shall 1 forget that 26th of May; 


the moſt horrid, the moſt gloomy, and the 


molt ſolemn of all days that I had hitherto 
ſeen. With a heart ſupplicating for afhit- 
ance, and a tranquil confidence in God, who 
never yet expoſed me to a blush, when I 
placed my reliance there, I approached the 
Town. Houſe, The clock ſtruck ten, as I 
eſfected my entrance, through a numerous 
muiticude, and the civil and military guards. 
Bur with what alarm did I behold, within, a 
buſtling throng, full of perturbation and diſ- 
turdance! the true reaſon of which I cou'd - 
by no means deviſe, but that, nevertheleſs, I 
Shortly Icarnt, with terror incapable of auz- 

| mentation, 
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mentation, and concern that nothing could 
ſurpaſs. 


Scarcely five minutes before the period of 
which I have juſt ſpoken, the priſoner had 
been called; the Cfficer, who wanted to ſpeak 
with him, being then on his way to the priſon. 
The two keepers left their ſeats, in order to 
unbolt the iron-door of his cell; and the pris» 
ſoner, taking advantage of that inſtant, gave 
himſelf a furious thruſt with a lancet on the 
right-ſide of his neck, in the form of a creſcent; 
which greatly dilated, if 1t did not entirely cut 
off, the Arteria Carotis and Vena Fugularis, 


The wind- pipe was entirely divided; and ſtreams 


of blood iſſued from the wound. The un- 
happy youth inſtantaneouſly fainted; and, with- 


out any conſciouſneſs of exiſtence, lay weltering 
in gore. 


Having ſomewhat recovered of the firſt 


shock, I haſtened to the dungeon; and.... never 


can 1 bapish from memory the tragic ſcene 
which then met my view! - Never had 1 ſeen 
a {elf-murderer.. ne ver had I ſeen any mortal... 
ſwimming in a ſanguinary ſtream; much leſs a 
man, to whom my heart was ſo intimately at- 
tached. Between this miſerable youth and 
myſelf, a certain band exiſted, which ſentiment 
had formcd, and thar was rendered yet more 


faſt by circumſtances and frequent intercourſe, 


I had often laboured, conve: fed, and tuppli- 
cated with him, that 1 might, through the con- 
ſolat ion which the Goſpe! affords, co..ſerve his 
mind from deſpair, and purity his ſoul for hea- 

ven. 
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ven. I had kept my appointment of the 
evening before, that I might devote yet two 
hours with him in preparation for death. Let 
any one conceive, then; if the horrors of ſuch a 
ſcene be within the compaſs of imagination; 
what contending paſſions took poſſeſſion of my 
mind; what I felt, what J ſuffered; at finding, 
unexpectedly, a man like this immerſed in his 
blood, that ſteamed around; in blood which 
his own hands had shed; that he had ſpilled, 
from deſpairing pride, in order to deaden the 


ſentiment of public shame; the traces of death 
ſit:ing on his pale viſage, having life as an animal, 


but deprived of ſpeech and obſervation; and 
add to all this the confideration... So died a 


man, confuſed in his ideas of God; blind as 
© to his views of eternity; without ſubſtantial 
© hope, without a knowledge of CHa sT, without 
« contolation! A moment like that, I would 
not wish my greateſt enemy. 


That concern remained, which the re. 
preſentation of this tragedy, and all its attend- 
ant circumſtances, had occaſioned; but, by 
degrees, my heart grew calmer, and my ſpirits 


more tranquil. The whole Bench of Jultices 


now entered the apartment; and the letters 
were found, which this unhappy youth had 
written but a few hours before, and left, in 
order that they might be delivered, as directed, 
after his deceaſe. I received the three addreſſ-d 
to myſeif, as ſoon as they had been opened 
and read, at my own requeſt, In one written 
to the principal Officer, he gave him to under- 
ſtand, That the inſtrument with which he 

| £ deſtroyed 
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© deſtroyed himſelf, (and which they found 
lying at his fide) had been given him by 
Alexander Medy; and that therefore he re- 
© queſted his keepers might neither meet with 
© blame nor punishment, they being perfectly 
© puiltleſs. This Alexander Medy, who had 
been delivered up to the French garriſon, and 
shot for murder“, a few weeks before, was at 
firſt corfized in tae ſame apartment with Meyer, 
and even took leave of him before he went out 
to execution: ſo that there was no want of 
opportunity for transferring the fatal lancer. 
The folowi'g is a copy of the letter addreſſed 
to Doctor van Noorden, and which was written 
in Englich: 7 


My dear Friend Van NoORDEN, 


Ir you get my body, remember 
what I told you .... to keep my heart for a 
keeplake, and put it into ſtrong liquor, Do 


— ä—ö32——m[—ẽ — — —— I : nn —ꝛ ———́ůü — — St 


* A particular account of this shocking mur- 
der was given in the STAR, and frum thence co- 
pied into other diurnal Papers, ſome time in April 
1706... Medy had been an army Surgeon; and, 
it 1s ſuppoled, he shewed Meyer the moſt eaſy and 
expeditious way of ſevering his thread of cxiſt- 


_erice, -— As to himlelf, he was neither diſmayed ar 
the proſpect of death, nor folicitous about futurity: 


he walked with perfect unconcern to the place of 
execution; and the in/?ant on arriving at the ap- 
pointed ſpot, he threw off liis coat, placed his 
neckcioth before his eyes, kneeled, and gave the 
ſignal to ſire: ſo that a very few moments paſled, 
trom the commencement to the concluſion of that 
fatal ceremony. — TRANSLATOR, 


not 


£441 


not forget, it was full of tender friendship l. 
The time approaches, when you may be in 


poſſi ſſion of it; and perhaps, at the very time 


when you receive this, you will be informed 
of more. 


Your Friend, 


F. MEYER: 
Half paſt Five, 1 | 
On the morning of my Execution. 


4 


The Juſtices now retired, and ſpeedily 
came to a reſolve of haſten ing the execution, 
whatever might be the priſoner's ſtate, as to 
life or death; the ſurgeons having pronounced 
his wound incurable, and intimated that diſſo- 
lution was near at hand. | 


Public tranſactions are always liable to be 
canvaſſed by the multitude. In this in ſtance, 
ſome cominended as juſt, and others ceniured 
as inhuman, the conduct of the Sheriffs. I am 
not called upon to vindicate the meaſures 
which they purſued; nor have I judicial know- 
ledge, competert to ſuch an inveltign'ion. But 
this 1 can afſ-rt, that ferment and haſte, at that 
moment, prevailed. The ſcaffold was erected; 
the tima appcinted for the exccution was not 
far off; the populace thronged from every 
quarter: for ſome weeks paſt, ic had been 
known, that the priſoner was of noble extrac- 
tion; and buſy report nad contrived to embeſ isn 
the circumſtance. It is, however, infinitely 

Es | EC | culier 
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eaſier to 83 on what is BEST, in a tran- 
quil hour, than in a moment when conſterna - 
tion and trouble prevail. 


At this tie la Melkeger was diſpatcbed 
to me, and my preſence required in the Sheriffs 
Chamber: there I was informed of the reſo- 
lution that had been taken by the Judges; and 
they ſignified their wish. in the moſt amicable 
manner, to conſult with me on the meaſures 
which, conformably to my office, I could or 
might purſue under thoſe circumſtances. 


According to a cuſtom obſerved in Rotter- 
dam. it is the Miniſter's duty to conduct the 
condemned perſon up to the theatre of punish- 
ment; and the ceremony of prayer uſually oc- 
curs within the Sheriffs apartment, before the 


malefactor is led out. But, in this caſe, the 


incident was ſo uncommon, and at the ſame time 
ſo horrible, that ſome alteration in the uſual 
mode ſeemed apparently requiſite. The Cir 
cumſtance was pregnant with utile inſtruction 
and therefore we judged that a public diſcourſe 
on the ſcaffold, would render much more ſo- 

lemn the execution of a criminal, half or nearly 
dead, and, moreover, make ſuch a ſenſible im- 
preſſion on the multitude, as might conduce 
to general benefit ; eſpecially, too, as an ad- 
monitory oration had never, hitherto, been 
heard from a place ſo well calculated to excite 
attention. 


Thoſe moments of my life in which, as 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 1 could uſefully de- 
monſtrate_ 


ate. 


23 
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monſtrate how intimately the religion of Jesus 


is connected to true virtue, and both of theſe 
to the happineſs and welfare of civil ſociety; .. 
thoſe moments in which, for the ſervic? of 
others and myſelf, I could shew, by examples 
deduced from experience, that, wich reſpect to 
ſound morality and heart-felt happineſs, un- 
belief is as picjudicial as ſuperſtition, and levity 
as hurtful as fanaticiſm z., thole moments when, 
within my own circle, I could promote the ge. 
nera! welfare, and advance order, goodneſs, 
civil virtues, and deference for property and the 
laws ; ., thole moments have always been the 
moſt agreeable of my life: conſcquently, in ſpite 
of that emotion which I felt at the idea of ap- 
pearing and ſpeaking on ſo uncommon a place, 
and agitated, as my mind had been, by the 
previous occurrences; I nevertheleſs exerted 
myſelf in an extraordinary manner on this mourn- 
ful occaſion, from a ſenſe of the paſſiole benetic 
which might reſult. - | 


And now the frightful ceremony com- 
menced! The unfortunate malefactur, whoſe 


4 4 wound had been dreſſed as well as time and 


circumſtances wou'd permit, was roll-d up in 
the bed-cloaths, having nothing on except his 
shirt and brecches, and thus carried into the 
public Court; where the body was placed in a 
chair, and. as nearly as pouſlible, kept in an up- 
right poſition by two turnkeys. This was a 
plercing ſpectacle! Blocd yet flowed from 


the wound, and it had dropped, from the re- 
= motelt corner of the cell, along the ſtairs. ard 
do the ſpot where the body was then depoſited. 
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His viſage was deformed and pale: convulſive 
twitches, and a beating heart, occaſioned by the 
partial ſtoppage of circulation, shewed the ex- 
iſtence of animal life; and a rattling in his 
throat, which was cauſed by the upright pol- 
ture of the body, and that reſembied a dog's 
how], greatly augmented the horrors of this 
{cene. | 


The Sentence, which compriſed a recapi- 
tulation of the five burglaries committed by 
the culprit, was then read. By the time, 
however, that this ceremony was concluded, 
every ſymptom of animality had nearly diſap- 
peared. After this, the body, that ſtill re- 
mained in the ſame chair, was carried into the 
Sheriffs apartment, that it might be bound for 
exhibition on the ſcaffold. 


In that chamber faw J then, for the laſt 
time, this miſerable youth; miſerable both with 
relation to hody and to ſoul; the victim of de- 
ſpiſed religion, which generated unbelief and looſe 
voluptuouſneſs; gave birth to crimes, and ended 
in punisbment, diſgrace, and death, Taking a 
laſt view of his pallid viſage, all again came fresh to 
my thoughts; various ideas kept imagination 
aſſoat: a fingle languid twitch, indicated that 
hfe was not then abſolutely extinct, although 
feeling and conſciouſneſs was gone ; blood ſtill 
Tan ſlowly from the wound: 1 could no longer 
witneſs the ſolemn preparations! 


Preeiſely at twelve o'clock, I ſtepped on 
the ſcatiold, ful: of emotion. This hens 


„ 


of circumſtance, the terrors of the place, and 
the preparation, dH concerted me for a moment; 
but, recovering in a short time, 1 beckoned, for 
fence, to the multitude : rhe principal Officer, 
Cor Judge) the Sheriffs, (who, on trials, preſide 
alſo as Judges) and the Secretary, followed. 
Having placed themſelves by. me, cloſe to the 
front-raijing, I delivered, under every attendant 
diſadvantage, a diſcourſe to the people: the 
circumſtances, the feelings of my heart, the 
importance of the object, gave me ſufficient 
energy. I remember well, in ſubſtance, that 
I related, to the hearers, what had previouſly 
occurred that morning; that I prepared them 
to behold a more bloody and shocking ſpectacle 
than they had expected; that I exhorted them, 
from a ſentiment of human weakneſs, to vigi- 
lance, and the love of virtue; that I delineated 
the character of the dying, or dead, malefactor, 
and from that ſtriking example took occaſion to 
remind my hearers, that neither dignity of birth 
nor education, nor intention, nor genius, nor 
talents, can shield us from perpetrating the 
oreateſt crimes, if we forſike God, 1mother 
our conſcience, and neglect the dictates of vir- 
tue. I defined, on that fad occaſion, the dif- 
ference between falſe and true modeſty, the 
firſt dreading punishinent, the laſt tranſgreſſion. 
I. painted the influence and the comforts of 
Jesvs's pure religion; and entreated them, in the 
name of God, to guard againſt the ſuggeſtions 
of inſidelity. I excited them to religious and 
civil duties, and particularly to a reverence for 
property and the laws. I demonſtrated the 
juſtneſs of God in the puniskment of evil, and 
| C3 che 
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the utility of human laws, for public and com- 
mon ſ-curity: in fine, I warned the numerous 
ſpectators againſt vain glory, which led men to 
conceive too highly of themſelves, and as ſe - 
cure from falling into the depths of miſery and 
diſappointment. I inſtructed them to give 
God the honour for our preſervation; and 
shewed the neceſſity of prayer. 


All this, which [ more amply enforced, 
made a wonderful impreſſion on the bye-ſtand- 
ers: ſo great and ſolemn a filence among thou- 
ſands of promiſcuous perſons; ſo many external 
ſigns of devoutneſs; ſuch profound attention; 
ſo mar.y tears, as were wiped away throughout 
the whole crowd; 1 had never, in my life, be- 
fore obſerved. I corfider that moment as the 
moſt ſolemn and the moſt important of all my 
days. - | 


I did not witneſs the remaining part of the 
ceremony; and muſt therefore detail it from 
the report of others. 


After my departure, the whole Bench of 
Juſtices, agreeably to cuſtom, placed themſelves. 
at the windows, which commanded a perfect 
view of the ſcaffold. The shivering and 
convuiſed body was brought forth, wrapped 
up in a blanket; which being opened, this bloody 
ſpectacle was firſt ſeen by the multitude, It 
was then drawn up to the top of the gallows, 
with a rope, and there ſuſpended by the neck. 
In conſt quence of this, the frightful wound 
again opuied, and the blood 1tTued afresh ; 

| 10 
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ſo that his shirt, on that fide, was ſtained all 
over of a crimſon hue, He had ſtill no other 


covering than that in which the fatal deed was 


committed; his shirt entirely open at the boſom ; 
his hair in wild diſorder; and his legs naked. 
After having hung ſome few ſeconds. the 
left-leg was evidently moved by a convulſive 
twitchz and numbers cried out, He yet lives l' 
This, however, was the laſt and the only ſtrug- 
gle which occurred in that ſituation. The 
body hung till the afternoon, when it was taken 
down, laid in a coffin, and, in purſuance of a 
law lately made with relation to the bodies 


of malefactors, privately interred the fame 


evening, 
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SUCH was the melancholy e 
end of a youth, who had firſt been inconſi- 
derate, then profuie; who was afterwards 
en'.ced to indulge in exceſſes; and who pro. 
grefſively became a criminal! By ſuicide, he 
could not eſcape his allotted punishment z and 
triumphed only ſo far as to extinguish the con- 
ſciouſpeſs of that ignominy which he dreaded 1 
more than death itſelf. | 1 


It wcu!d give me no little concern, if! 
knew that any perſon ſuppoſed me unfeeling, 
incapable of tender and ſentimental amity, or 
of ſoft and compaſſionate impreſſions; or 2 
philoſopher of Zeno's ſet. without paſſions. 

| | be contra y, I truſt, is ſufficiently manifeſted RF 
2 in the preceuing Chapter; and, poſſibly, many 
an idle 1 rater will rather accuſe me of poſſoſſing 

too much than Loo little ſenſibility. I confeſs 

| | that 
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that this quickneſs of ſenſation has often de- 
ceived my judgment, by occaſioning miſplaced 
compaſſion, and prompting me to ſerve the 
baſe and the ungrateful. Silently have I 
ſometimes borne injurious ſuſpicions, ſentiment © 
alone having witheld me, from a fear of ſub- 
jecting others to ridicule, pain, or misfortune, 
by diſcovering truth in its native ornaments, 
But it is no leſs a fact, that I have an uncon- 
querable averſion, and ſolid enmity, to that 
forced, ridiculous, and inſipid ſentiment, which 
ſo lately prevailed in the generality of ep.ſtles, 
poetic compoſitions, moral romances, and tales. 
It has poiſoned many a youthful heart, by 
repreſenting libertiniſm and illicit love as vir- 
tue; introduced unhappineſs into many fami- 


lies; and meiamorphoſed numberleſs youth, of 


either ſex, into criminal Werter's and Char- 
jotte's, or ridiculous beings, at the beſt. 


To ferm a romantic idea of the world; 


to view mark ind entirely otherwiſe than they 


are; to become the hero or the heroine of a 
romance; taſteleſs and indifferent to ali that is 
truly ſolid and t:uly virtuous; and, laſtly, to be 
inſulted, shunned, deteſted; or, poor and de- 
ſpairing, to imitate ſome imaginary hero in a 
coup d adreſse; to become criminal. and end 
exiſtence on the ſcaffold, or by ſuicide, {5 ſen- 
timentally defended ſince Werter's ſufferings :.., 
theſe are the conſequences of an erroneous ſen- 
{ibility, chat has led, and ſtill continues to lead, 
ſo many youth aſtray, and thoſe moſtly whoſe 


hearts are formed in the /ofteſ# mou.d, 


This 


I 


This ſentimental corruption, added to the 
looſe principles of a religion that is called 
Natural, which the thoughtleſs follow alone 
at the voice of Fashionz and the ſeductive 
converſation of young men, who from thence 
derived their knowledge; this, combined, laid 
the foundation of all thoſe indiſcretions and 
diſtreſſes ſo conſpicuous in the Life of that 
untortunate man, whoſe fate 1 have previouſly 
recorded; and whoſe adventures, conduct, and 
character, I intend to diſcloſe in this Chapter. 


I am about to relate a hiſtory that greatly 
reſembles the productions of novel-writers: it 
is, however, no romance; it is the hiſtory of 
a youth who fashioned himſelf by a romantic 
model; and thus the incidents of his life aſ- 
ſume a fabulous complexion, My knowledge 
reſts on that excluſive confidence which he re- 
poſed in me. That confidence I will not vio» 
late, by the diſcloſure of Names, which he con- 
cealed from others, becauſe no ſtain should 
hurt the pride of his family, All which fol- 
lows, I related to the Judicatory, excepting only 
his intention to eſcape. I conceived it my 
duty to diſſuade him from that deſign, without 
being under the neceſſity of betraying him to 
his judges. I was convinced of the impracti- 
cability of ſuch an attempt; the ſecurity of his 


perſon was not entruſted to me; and I knew 
that his keepers were vigilant and truſt-worthy. 


For what, then, should I have added chains to a 
man unfortunate enough without them? For 
what should I have pointed out a cauſe to ren- 


der his horrid dungeon till more horrible? 


I conceive 
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I conceive myſelf to be ſufficiently af- 
ſured, that theſe Memoirs are ſtrictly true; 
ingenuouſneſs was viſible in his manner of re- 
jating the ſeveral incidents; to ſay nothing of 
the covenant which I entered into, under paſto. 
ral faith, never to diſcloſe the family name 


either before or after his death. The unfor- 


tunate youth's only deſign was, to enable me, 
at ſome future time, to inform thoſe who might 
enquire after him by that name, of all which 


J knew concerning his fate; or who might 


ſend letters to the ſame effect, having his fa- 


mily- arms, a repreſentation of which he gave 


me; or, laſtly, that I might anſwer the enqui- 
ries of certain English families, whoſe names he 
diſcloſed to me at the ſame time. Add to'this, 
his repeated aſſeverations, the laſt day which 
we ſpent together; when ſtanding, as it were, 
on the brink of the grave, he more amply re- 


capitulated his former narrative with the ſame 


candour and the ſame uprightneſs. All this, 
in my opinion, conveys with it as much cer- 
tainty as can be deſired in an occurrence of 
this nature. 

His proper name was FREDERICK: he was 
the ſon of a Danish nobleman, Count vox 
R. . . Au, who reſided in England about thirty 
years, and there eſpouſed a Scotch lady of rank; 
and that lady was the mother of the hapleſs 
Frederick. Both his parents are deceaſed : 


but, on the father's ſide, he had then an aunt 


Iiving in Copenhagen: this aunt, with his 


| ſiſter, the Frewle von R. moved in the higheſt 


ranks of fashion. On his mother's fide, he 
FM had 
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had many relations in England; and. particu- 
lar y, an Uncle, who was then a Member of 
Parliament, and generally reſided in London. 


Frederick's mother was an exceedingly 


pious woman; and she educated her darling 


fon, at an early age, in the principles of reli- 
gion, accordipg to the doctrines of the Lutheran 
Church, which predominates in Denmark. Her 
principal ſolicitude was, to ſtamp Reli:jon and 
Vi-tue on his youthful heart; to accomplish 
which. she ſpared neither admonitions nor 


prayers. Whenever he ſpoke of this admir- 


able woman, or when the converſation inclined 
towards the ſalutary impreſſions which he re- 
ceived from her at the ear ſieſt dawn of reaſon, his 
eyes ſtreamed with tears, but they flowed then 
too late; and be blefſi.d ſtiil, with the 
m2mory of the beſt of mothers, 


Fi ederick's father was, in character, dia- 
metrically oppcſite: he had long been a ſcoffer 
of religion; and his opinions, on that head, 


were rendered ſtill worſe, during his Stina. 
ance in England In fine, he conducted him- 
ſelf, in every reſpect, as a member ot the great 


world. This was the ſource of Frederick's 
moral depravation. At an carly period, his 
father le:rnt him to ridicule the devoutneſs of ma- 
ternal love; imprinted contrary notions on his 
youthiul mind; and, to compleat what he had 


thus begun, put into his child's hands the 
writings of Voltaire, which, even to the laſt 


day, he read with ſatisfaction. The Count, 
indeed, inſtructed Frederick to relpect bis 
| mother 
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mother in every other particular; but delineated 
her, in religious matters, as a woman of little 
chetration, and as one who had been made an 


8 enthuſiaſt by rantir g declaimers. However, 
18 the old Count loved his conſort; he eſteemed 
* her virtues and her gentleneis; but abominated 
er her devotion. 
vn Thus, as I have juſt obſerved, was the 
Jr youthful heart of Frederic firſt corrupted: the 
5 leſſons, the entreaties, and the tears of a fond 
1 mother, had no longer influence. At fifteen, 
e indeed, he made his confeſſion, and, accord- 
RN ing to eſtablished uſage. was corfirmed. But, 
5 ſtimulated by his father, he inwardly ridiculed 
e that ſicred ceremony. | | 
From the period that he entruſted to me 
= theſe particulars, my participation in his lot 
x aſcended to that height which it afterwards pre- 
z ſer ved. Lamentable youth! ſo ſoon, and 
. that by a father too, corrupted! Son of 
2 © ſo many tears! object of marernal ſupplica- 
t tions! were you then loſt through the hellish 
f < machinations of Him who gave you life? 
; Was his knowledge mature? Was 
his ſtrength then great enough to reſiſt temp- 


tation, coming from ſuch a quarter? Who 
© is here the criminal?“ ! 


© Miſerable Fathers! cauſes of the tem- 

© porary and Cternal deſtruction of your chil- 
© dren! if you are reſolved to fall yourtelves, 

© ſpare at leaſt, take pity on, your offspring! 

* Peruſe this mournful talc, and tremble for an 

: | | eternity, 
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c eternity, that, for you, muſt be doubly ter- 


© rific 


For the remainder, Frederick received an 
education that was conformable to his birth, 
At a proper age, he was placed in the Royal 
Cavalry; and, in a short time, reached the 
rank of Lieutenant. f 


He was young, giddy, vivacious, and agree- 
able; and became a great favourite in company. 
It being then the fasbion to affect extreme ſen- 
ſibility, and exceſs of ſentiment, the inexpe- 
rienced Frederick was prompted to read almoſt 
every modern novel; and his adventurous na- 


ture excited him to imitate the heroes which 


imagination had formed. 


It was not long before a ſuitable oppor- 
tunity occurred. A charming woman, who 
had been eſpouſed contrary to her inclination, 


ſaw the accomplished Officer; and, ſtuaiouſly 


throwing herſelf in his way, he returned the 
lady's attentions without waiting for much ſoli- 
citation. At firſt, this intercourſe had alone 
the ſemblance of friendship: but. s ortly, the 
afflictions of an unf rtunate wife, awakened 
compaſſion in his heart; and the tr nſi: ion from 
pity. to love is rendered facile, when neither 
experienced age, nor religion, intervenes. 
Such was the cſ in this inſtance. | he ena» 
moured paitics forgot tliemtielves 5 the lady's 
husband became jealuus; ſtrife aud conten jon 
annihilated domeſtic hoappircts; and our youth» 
ful Soldier, foreſecing upicafunt conkequei C 8, 
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1 carried a reſolution, which he had formed, into 
effect, and eloped with his fair- one. He con- 
ducted her to Hamburg; where, and at Altona, 


they reſided for ſome time. However, dread. 


ing purſuit and diſcovery, added to the conſe. 
W quences of deſertion, he there aſſumed the 


name of FREDFERNTICK GERHARD MEYER; a 


name very common in thoſe cities and their 
X cnvirons. That name he ever afterwards re- 
=X tained: in writing, however, to his particular 
friends and acquaintances, . he always placed 
4. R. at the end; and, when travelling, gave 
Altona as the place of his nativity, to avoid 
ſuſpicion. ER 


Vice is characteriſed by irreſolution ; 


| while lubricity ſeeks a ſucceſſion of changes. 
That love which has Virtue for its baſis, is 
alone ſubſtantial. It will not, therefore, appear 
ſtrange, chat a laſcivious woman, who had been 
== unfaithful to her husband's bed, should alſo be 
capable of proving falſe to her new protector. 
This lady engaging in fresh intrigues, Frederick 
left her with diſdain, after having expended large 
= ſums in the purſuit. He embarked for Eng- 


land; and there was kindly welcomed by his 
rich and powertul relations. 


English liberality very ſoon repaired the 


XZ loſſes which he had ſuſtained: but English ex- 
travagance, irreligion, and licentious profuſion, 
=X facilitated the ruin of his character, in propor- 
tion as he was progreſſively drawn into the ac- 
gquaintance and the debaucheries of fashionable 
ubertines. 5 | 
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He undertook a voyage to Holland, being 


employed in a commiſſion by the Duke of 
R.... ...; viewed every thing worthy notice; 
and again returned to England, with Mr. Br.. ., 


who, at that time, frequently travelled from 
England to Holland, and from Holland to England, 
as à Courier. | 


Having amaſſed, from time to time, a con- 
ſi lerable ſum of money, Frederick reſolved on 
a plezſurable excurſion to Germany. In the 
cou ſe of this expedition, he ſtopped ſome time 


at Aken and Spa; repaired to the gaming-table 


at thoſe places; loſt immenſe ſums; involved 
himſelf in expenſive pleaſures; entirely forgot 


God and his own duty; and, after having 1en- 


ſibly exhauſted his finances, he ſet off egain for 
England, and took Holland in his way. 


Being arrived in London, Frederick viſited 
his former aſſociates; and returned to his old 


courſes. In order to be foremoſt in the patbs 
of diſſipation, he now took zwo Miſtreſſes into 


keeping; whole extravagance very shortly con- 


him: he diſcerned his folly, and his misfor- 
tunes. Acc-rding to his own declaration, he 
ſaw his good mother in a frightful dream. She 
warned him, he ſ1id, of an untimely end, if he 
per{iſt2d in thoſ2 courſes which then formed his 
only delight. Awaking with horror, he reſolved 
on reformation; mixed ſeldomer with his gay 
compenior's; abandoned his miſtreſſus; and, in 
reality, determined to adopt a more ſuitable line 

of 
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ſum-d the ready cash which he had left on his % 
return. Conſcience, at length, began to arouſe MR 
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of conduct. — Oh! that ſome truly honoura- 
ble man had then known the poor deluded 
youth!... Oh! that ſome diſcerning, conſcien- 
tious, and wiſe Teacher, had befriended him 
with the charming religion of JesUs; and on 
the old, though then naked, props of maternal 
inſtruction in the ſalutary ways of the Goſpel, 
had conducted him to the only ſource of power 
to good; without which, all our attempts at re- 
form evaporate in ſmoke, and that feIf- ſuf- 
ficiency which we imbibe, plunges us into the pe- 
rilous abyſs of ſinful impotence. 


gined eſſential to his concerted reformation, 


ingly paid his addreſſes to Miſs Pa.. .., who 
then reſided in London. That young lady, 
indeed, poſſeſſed no fortune; but thoſe expec- 
tations which he placed on his family, and the 
promiſes of advancement which he had received, 
tufficiently flattered his proſpects. For the re- 
mainder, Frederick drew this lady's character as ir- 
reproachable; and her conduct fo praiſe-worthy 
and virtuous, that he not only left unattempted 
the ſmalleſt liberty, with regard to that fair 
object, but even, during the period of their in- 


moral or deſtructive tendency. 

With this propitious ſemblance of future 
commenced. He repaired to a near Relation, 
on whom his expectations chiefly depended; 


to him diſcloſed his neceſſities, and ſolicited afliſt- 
ML D ance. 


Among the means which Frederick ima- 


was, firſt, an honourable union. He accord. 


tercourſe, abandoned every purſuic of an im- 


happineſs, all Frederick's ſucceeding miſeries 
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4 ance.,.. * Every thing, my dear Frederick, 
| | | © shall be at your ſervice : but... on one con. 
1 © dition! . This great man had forgotten him- 

1 ſelf. A young lady of ſome diſtinction was at that 

| time pregnant by him; and therefore, if the young 
| Count would conſent to eſpouſe her, his for- 
ö | tune was made, and his exaltation to ſome 
lucrative poſt beyond a doubt, 


il | would not permit Frederick to marry the pol- 
| luted miſtreſs of another. The probability of 
Te | ſeeing an ***** often at his houſe, on whom he 
ſo much depended; and the idea of being re- 

garded by that relation alone as a convenient 

Cloak, to conceal from a prying world the effects 

of his premeditated, criminal, and baſe amour ; 

aJded to thoſe engagements which he had formed 

with Miſs Pa . . , and that were ſtrengthened by 

the pureſt regard; ., all this prompted him to 

reject the propoſition, without giving it a ſe- 

cond thought. From hence originated his 

ſubſequent calamities: the“, leis honourable 

than the ******, forbade him his houſe ; refuſed 

| to ſee him more; and witheld the expected 

i means of ſupport. 


| | The ſuggeſtions of honour, as a nobleman, 
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if What courſe, then, could the hapleſs Frede- 
| 1ick purſue! Without money, and robbed of 
every expectation, the heart of his adored miſ- 
treſs was the only comfort that remained. © He 
plunged himſelf in debt; and, being threatened 
with an arreſt, provided he did not ſitisfy the 
demands of ſome creditor within a given tice, 
the deſpairing youth tcok leave of his beſt 

friends, 


L 8-1 
2 friends, among whom were ſeveral perſons of 


to them, went on board a ſmall trading veſ- 
fel that was cleared out for the Elbe. He 
purpoſed thus to reach Hamburgh or Altona, 
and there, by writing to his aunt and ſiſter at 
Copenhagen, hoped to obtain pardon of his 
Danish Majeſty. If ſucceſs had crowned theſe 
intended efforts, he flattered himſelf that, with 
the aſſiſtance of his aunt and ſiſter, he should 
be enabled to eſpouſe his dear Miſs P. and re- 
turn with her to lis native country. 


formed him that he was not deſtined to the 
Elbe, but purpoſed to ſteer for Holland, to 
which place the cargo was in reality conſigned, 
No alternative remained; remonſtrances were 
uſeleſs and unavailing; and thus the diſappointed 
traveller was landed, contrary to bis wishes, in 
the territories of the Dutch Republic, 


Being thus in Holland, then, without 


the point of falling into poverty and want, to 
| which he had never been accuſtomed; he de- 
viſed a varicty of plans, in order to avert the 


to invade the property of others, entered his 
neceſſities, which then preſſed hard upon him; 
for me to dive into his intentions! When I 
asked him, What were his thoughts and his de- 


ſigns, on firſt ſurrendering himſelf up to ſuch a 
D 9 dangerous 


rank; and, ashamed to diſcloſe his circumſtances 


When at ſea, however, the captain in - 


friends, without proſpects, deſtitute of all; on 


impending ſtorm: when unfortunately, an idea 
head: by that means he hoped to relieve thoſe 


and in future.. But it is impoſſible 
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dangerous employment, he replied. .. 80 true 
6 8 God exiſts, at that time, I thought of no- 


© chinz. Neceſſity preſſed: the imagination aroſe 


in my mind: | perſevered without reflecting ; 


an was precipitated to evil I know not 
© hw! The fortunate iſſue of my firſt deed, 
produced the ſucceeding attempts. . 


Nobody, however, loſes every ſentiment 
of virtue at once. Thus villainy, in its pro- 
per shape, can never direct y obtain aſcen- 
da: cy over a ſuſceptible heart: and conſequently, 
the unfortunate ſubject of theſe Memoirs could 
not perpetrate his atrocities, conſidering them 
as crimes; nor refign himſelf to ſuch a diſgrace- 
ful occupition, till the Demon of Miſchief had 
shewed him a mask that was calculated to blind 


his better reaſon: under that mask his enormi- 


ties appeared leſs detcſtable, if not praiſe-wor- 
thy: at any rate, far from coming under a 
criminal denomination. 


When once depraved, our invention is fer- 
tile in the diſcovery of excuſes for thoſe unjuſti- 
fiable enterprizes which we are led to under. 
rake. See how the hapleſs Frederick con- 
templated, when totally left to his own ſug- 
geſtions. | 


© Here am I a ſtranger, known by no 


© one. My true name IJ, cannot now diſ- 


cloſe. - What then ?.. I muſt not ſteal, 
But shall negociate a fort of loan! Quick- 
ly shall I have enough, to viſit England again; 
to pay off my galling debts; and eſpouſe my 
8 6 dear 
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dear Miſs Pa.......' This being once ac- 
© complished, I will effect a reconcihation wich 
my U.. .; or, Should that fail, | will embark 
for Hamburgh, and try to get admittance to 
my native country. . In a short time wil! my 
fortune he repaired; then shall I tranſmit 
with double intereſt, to the right owners. thi fe 
ſums which I may obtain; and inform them of 
every - thing, my name excepted.” 


R 
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Having thus blinded himſ ef, and lulled 
conſcienc? to fleep by theſe tophiiſticu argues 
ments, he committed five enormous burgla- 
ri2s*; three of which occured at taverus, where 
he had lodgeJ, and by, that mens knev in 
what rooms the gold and ſilver were depoſited ? 


—— . — — 


* From the Sentence, published. by authority af 
the Court, it appears, that the CIpeit, on his arrival 
in Rotterdam. December 1, 1795. -touk-y.p bis tit 
lodging at a tavern called the Ducie ; and. January 2, 
1796, ſet off for the Hegue, with a deſign 0 rob 
an inn which he had formery uied there, xnuwn by 
the name af the Stads Herberg, He was induced to 
this journey, it ſeems. by reco8ecting the ſituution of 
a certain bureau, in which gold and ffiver were uſually 
kept; and, notwithitandiug he time which, had 
ſince clapied, he contrived to pay it à Private Villg 
in the night between twelve and four o'clock, baving 
entered at a chamber - window, after miraculoully 
climbing over ſeveral outhoutes, &c. in the dark. Being 
thus within the houlſe, He broke open the laid bureau 
by means of a malet wiich he had provided for the 
purpoſe, and from thence ſtole, ſixty ſilver-Hundled 
knives and forks, fix teaſpoons. a filver ſnuff box, 
a bag containing ſix hundred guldens, one of five 
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the other two originated in accident; and at 
places where, in paſſing, the ſound of money 
had vibrated on his attentive ear. It was an 
article caiculated to diſſipate the horrors of want, 
and ſmooth the way to love and happineſs. In 
short, it was a temptation which the hapleſs 
Frederick could not, under thoſe circumſtances, 
and at that moment of infatuation, by any 
means reſiſt. 


— — 
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hundred and eight guldens, one of three hundred aud 


ſeventy- ſix guldens, one with ſome few half and 
whole guldens, and ſeveral plate handled knives and 
forks, Which he took for ſilver; but theſe he left in 
a ſtable, as he returned, having diſcovered his miſtake 
by their weight. Thus ſucceſsful, he ſet off for 
Rotterdam at fix in the morning, went home to the 
Doele on the ſame day, concealed theſe valuable arti- 
cles in his trunk, and changed the guldens, with a 
Jew, for gold. ES „ 


Next day, paſſing along the High Street, the 
culprit's attention was arreſted at the chinking of mo- 
ney, oppoſite the counting houſe of a large ſoap- ma- 


nutactory, called the Elephant. Jn conſequence of 


this, he marked the ſaid houſe for his ſecond eſſay. 
Having digeſted the plan, and provided himſelf with 


every neceſſary implement to accomplish his deſign, 
he took Jodgings, on the 4th of January, at an inn 


called the St. Lucas, ſituated within five or ſix doors 
of the manufactory. At one o'clock in the morning, 
he lef his bed-chamber, ſoftly procceded to the garret, 
and without poſſeſſing any knowledge of the obſtacles 
which lay in his way, or the local ſituation of the 
premiſſes, climbed over the gutter and the intervening 


roofs, by means of a rope. Arriving at the garret window 


of the manufactory with no little danger, he forcibly 
broke it open, and thus got withinſide. The firſt oe 
— which 
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His depredations were not committed from 
a thirſt of avarice, but for the purpoſe of 
redemption; and the unhappy culprit had evi- 
dently that deſign in view which he profeſſtd... 
The making ample reſtitution. At leaſt, a Me. 
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which met his view, (for he had this time provided 
himſelf with a candle) was ſeveral cheits and coffers, 
in the upper part of the houſe: five or ſis of theſe 

he broke open; but ſeeing they contained nothing but 
cloaths and piece-goods, he directed his courſe towards 
the counting - houſe cn the ground-floor, violently 
forcing open ſeveral doors and boxes as he paſſed. 
Having reached the deſired ipot with great diffi- 
culty, he there allo ſurmounted every impediment 
which bolts and locks preſented, and finally collected 
the ſum of one thouſand and eighty guldens, in va- 
Tious coins: he likewiie took out the filver-buckles 
of a pair of shoes which lay in his way; and theſe, 
with the before mentioned cash, he tied up in his 
pocket-handkerchict, retreating, by means of his rope 
or ropes, with the celerity of an accomplished ma- 
riner. Thus, at ſix in the morning, he ſecurely en- 
tered'his chamber, with his apparatus and his plunder, 
no perſon entertaining the tmalleſt idea that he had 
been abſent. In an hour or two afterwards, he quitted this 
lodging, diſcharged his bill, and repaired immediately 
to the Doele, where he hid the ſtolen property, as 
before. To account for his abſence the preceding 
night, he ſaid it was his cuſtom to ſup out late, and 
that therefore the family muſt never ſit up purpoſely 
for him. Ile again fold the guldens to à Jew for 
Louis d'Or and entered the trautaction, as to amount, 
in his pocket · book. | | 


The culprit undertook his third enteyprize in the 
night of January 12 and 133 which proved equally ſuc- 
Ccl>tul. In this inſtance. he fixed on a Warchoule, 
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morandum · Book was found in his poſſeſſion, in 
which he had accurately noted down all the 
ſtolen ſums, and other property; and his can- 
didneſs the more ſtrongly confirmed me in the 
truth of that aſſeveration, when he declared, 
it was his fixed purpoſe, beyond all queſtion, 


— 
— — 


ſituated in a ſtreet called the Rystuin, where he had 
obſerved an office that was uſed for money tranſactions. 
To facilitate his plan, he engaged a lodging adjacent 
to that Warehouſe, aroſe in the night, as betore, 
braved the ſame dangers of egreſs and ingreſs, tri- 
umphed over every, obſtacle withinſide in the moſt 
outrageous manner, and finally arrived again in his 
apartment at five o'clock, with different coin to the 
amount of three hundred and forty guldens. He 
then went to- bed, and lay till half patt ſix; when, 
paying his bill, he ſet off for the Doele, placed the 
new accumulation of ſpoil in ſecurity, and afterwards, 
according to invariable cuſtom, exchanged it with an 
Iſraclite, | | 


Fhushed with ſucceſs, the culprit immediately 


projected a fourth undertaking: and, on the 14th of 
January, took a paſſage for Amſterdam, with intent 
to rob the houſe of Anthony Kaa, maſter of a tavern 
called the Liesveltiche Bybel, fituated in Walmocs- 
Street. In the courle of his travels, ſome few years 


{ince, he had lodged at that houſe, and then obſerved 


the place in which Mr. Kaa ufually depoſited lis mo- 
ney. On the 15th of January, he reached Amſter- 
dam; and, carly in the evening, kulked into the ta- 


vern, gained the garret unperceived, and there lay 
perdue till one in the morning, when all aſſumed the - 


Itillneſs of that ſolitary hour. He then found his 
way to the landlord's bureau; broke it open with 
a mallet which he had contrived to purchaſe the day 
preceding; and took from thence fix bags of Dutch 
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to return every one his due, except. perhaps 
the owner of the Soap NManufactory : at au 
rate, he did not mein to pay him ſo quickly _ 

as the others, having concluded, from- the ele- 
gant ſurniture of his dwelling, houſe, that the 
proprietor, : ( whoſe name he did not then know } 
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ſixpences, each the value of two hundred and ſeventy- 

five guldens; a bag containing ryks-dollars, to the 
amount of two hundred guldens; another with mixed 
coin, amounting to three» hundred guldens; a box of 
pocket pieces; and a gold and a ſilver watch. With 
all this property, which was of no inconfiderable 
weight, he got into the ſtreet at ſix o'clock, having 
gently opened the front - door. In an adjoining 
ſtreet, however, he was taken into cuſtody by ſome 
patroles, and conducted to the Guard-Houle, it being 
there unlawtul to carry money ſo early in the morning. 
Notwithſtanding the imminent danger which attended 
this unforeſeen occurrence, the culprit aſſumed an air 
of perfect tranquillity, and requeſted his diſimiſſion as 
a favour, laying that he had preſſing occaſion to be 
with his property in the Hague at twelve o'clock the 
ſame day. Unuſual as this requeſt was, he never- 
theleſs ſucceeded in its object; and ſometimes travel- 
ling in the water-conveyances peculiar to Holland, at 
others in a poſt chaiſe, through Harlem and Leyden, 
he reached Rotterdam in ſeven or eight hours, and 
then for the firſt time took up his quarters at a well- 
known tavern called the Marshal Turenne. 


The fifth, and laſt, burglary was committed on 
the 22d of January, attended by circumſtances as ex- 
traordinarv as any of thoſe already detailed. Pre- 
vious to this, however, the culprit moved from the 
Marshal Turenne to another tavern, or inn, named the 
Groot Schippershuis. Walking, one niglit, before 
the door of his former lodging, the Docle, where a 
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would neither be ruined, nor ſubjected to 
_ embarraſſment, in conſequence of his 


An uncommon daringneſs, and adventu- 
rous ſpirit, were viſible in the burglaries which 
this unhappy youth committed. He paſſed 
over roofs, gutters, precipices, and other ob- 
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concert was at that time performing. he then firſt thought 
of robbing the tavern. The key of an adjoining alley 
was then in his poſſeſſion, and which he had pur- 
loined ſome time before, on a ſuppoſition that the 
booty in Rystuin Street would be too conſiderable to 
carry into the inn at once he had therefore deſigned 
to hide the major part in this bye- alley, for the conve- 
nience of removal. Independent of this, he poſſeſ- 
ſed a perfect knowledge of the Doele's local ſituation. 
Accordingly. at one o'clock in the morning. he left his 
bed at the ſaid Groot Schippershuis, the tamily being 
then aſleep, ſtole gently down the ſtairs, turned into 
a ſide parlour, the window of which he dexterouſly 
opened, and thus gained the ſtreet without being 
heard, although he drew down the ſash when on the 
outſide. Moon-light, afterwards, greatly favoured 
this undertaking. By means of the key before men- 
tioned he obtained facile entry into the avenues of the 
Doele; and opportunely finding a ladder, he placed 
it oppoſite a window of the houſe, aſcended to the 
top, broke a pane of glaſs, through which intro. 
ducing his hand, he opened the window, and crept 
into an apartment that he knew was moſt likely to an- 
ſwer his purpoſe. There, with the aſſiſtance of in- 
ſtruments which he had previouſly bought for the pur- 
poſe, he violently broke open two cheſts of drawers, 
and ſtole from thence cash and articles as follow : 
Sixty filyer ſpoons, and ſixty ditto forks; four large 
ſilver table- ſpoons; four ditto ſauce- ſpoons; and _ 
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ſtacles, that moſt perſons would have deemed 
impaſſable. Hlis operations within the ſeve- 
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of different ſorts to the amount of one thouſand ſeven 

hundred guldens. Theſe were the contents of one 
cheſt. To the other he found : forty-nine Louis d'Or. 
fifty · nine gold ducats, nine gold riders, and two Ca- 
roline pieces, all tied up in different bags. From a 
drawer in the ſaid cheſt, or bureau, he alſo took 
a pair of ear-jewels, five ditto rings, a ſilver 
ſnuff box, a gold watch with ſteel chain, and a pinch- 
beck ditto, He then divided the whole into two lots, 
and carried it, at twice, to the alley before-mentioned. 
Next, loading himſelf with one parcel, he proceeded 
along a conſiderable part of the city, till arriving at 
the Groot Schippershuis, he again shoved open the 
ſash, went through, and depoſited his booty in the 
atoreſaid parlour, Having thus far ſucceeded without 
obſtruction, although great numbers of armed burgers 
and watchmen parade the ſtreets every night, he re- 
turned for the ſecond and laſt parcel, and brought that 
alto ſafely into the ſame apartment; when, shutting 
the window, and adjuſting the curtains, he removed 
the booty to his chamber, unheard and unſuſpected. 
Next day, he threw away two or three of the rings, 
broke and disfigured others, and then, as uſual, con- 
verted his ſilver into gold. The following Sunday, 
dining at the Ordinary in ſaid Groot Schippershuis, 
the converſation at table turned on this burglary ; 
and in which he very tranquilly bore a part; 
more particularly when a gentleman obſerved, that the 
landlord's loſs amounted to eight thoutand guldens, 
the culprit, with no little effromery, replied, That he 
did not believe it was ſo much! | 


After the preceding recapitulation of circum- 
ſtances, in judicial form, this Paper concludes with 
Sentence of Death.— TRANSLATOR. | 


ral 
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ral houſes were conducted in the moſt violent 
muper; but, without, he managed leſs outs 
rageous y. 


Ihe principal object which he had in view, 
shews evidently that he perpetrated all thoſe de- 


ſperate acts without accomp!ices; that he had 


no intention of reducing his plan to a ſettled 
occupation; and that he did not ſimply pur- 
poſe to enrich himſelf. However, on the 
other hand, it may be ſaid his burglaries were 
of ſuch magnitude; ſo rapidly following each 
other; ſo deliberately planned; ſo adroitly ex- 
ecuted; ſo forcibly achieved; and ſo injurious 
to the reſpective ſufferers; that, conſidering 
what was due to public ſecurity, no perſon 
could impute injuſtice to the Court, nor alledge 
that the punishment was too ſevere, as pro- 
ceeding from that tribunal. hs 


I) be ſin, being fully perfected, brought forth 
death. When Frederick had thus vilely col- 
lected about ſeven thouſind five hundred 
guldens, with many articles of value, ( amount- 
ing in English currency to ſomewhat leſs than 
8001.) his grand object was fulfilled; and he 


flattered himſelf with the fallacious proſpect 


of shortly enjoying, tranquilly in his charmer's 
arms, the fruit of ſo much hazard. 


Frederick had obtained a paſſport of the Da- 


nish Miniſter, at the Hague, the very day be- 


fore he was apprehended; intending to bid Hol- 
land adreu, with all the pilfered ſpoi!, as ſoon 
as an opportunity shouid offer, But uner- 
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ring Providence, juſt and ſacred in all its dif. 
penſations, purſued his crimes with punish- 
ment: ſuſpicion fell upon him; he was ſeized; 
and confeſling the atrocities with which he 
ſtood charged, was inſtantiy immured in priſon. 
How lamentable his lot, while there; how ter- 
rific the concluding ſcene; has aiready been 
depicted! ; \ | 


Theſe are the outlines of a young man's 
hiſtory — ſo far at leaſt as came within the 


compaſs of my knowledge, excepting only par- 


ticular Names — who was vitiated by his own 
Sire, when at a tender age; who afterwards 
became unfortunate through the medium of 
Sentimental love; who next indulged in di. 
verſified voluptuouſneſs, prodigality, and play; 


who was misled by falſe pride; abandoned to 


his own weakneſs, by forgetting there was a 
God, and erroneously comprehending the ex- 
cellencies of Morality and Virtue; who was, 
endly, loſt in Evil, that counterfeit reaſoning 
and ſelf ſeduction had produced; and which, ar 
length, hurried him into shameful criminalities, 
and all the terrors of a violent diflolution. 
So truly is it obſerved in Pialm 119. v. 9. 
Wherewith shall a young man cleanſe his 


way? by taking heed thereto according 10 thy 


word. | 


CHAP, 


CHAP. III. 


 FREDERICK's perſonal qua- 
lifications were engaging: he was of a middling 
height, and proportionably ſized; his skin, fine 
and white; and his eyes blue. He had light 
brown hair, inclining to white; and his checks 
were pale. A moſt friendly ſmile ſat always 
on his countenance; and his mouth exhibited a 
double row of teeth that reſembled ivory. His 


phyſiognomy was attracting; his manner dig- 
nified, and his action uncommonly rapid: in 


fine, all that he did or ſaid, evidently shewed a 


man of more than ordinary courſe and edu · 


cation. 


His underſtanding was refined and exer- 
ciſed; he had read, with certain advantage, 
moſt modern and many of the ancient authors; 
and was by no means unacquainted with Univer- 

ſal Biſtory, Phyſic, and the Mathematics; = 
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had he a contemptible knowledge of Metaphy- 
ſics. He underſtood the Latin language, and 
ſomething of the Greek: he ſpoke, beſides 
Danish, the English language perfectly; toler® 
able French and German, and a little Portu · 
gueſe and Italian: he had alſo a good knowledge 
of the Dutch tongue, but was unable to pro- 
nounce it with facility. | | 


His judgment was leſs correct; his reaſon- 
ing much more ſuperficial than ſolid; and his 
taſte, which had been poiſoned by free writ- 
inge, and what is called ſpirited ideas, was en- 
tirely moderniſed, | 


He was, in the higheſt degree, ambitious: 
and that ambition it was... (whether ell or 
badly regulated )... which prompted him not 
only to reject the diſgraceful propoſal of his 
Relation ih England, but to prefer an honour- 
able union rather than dignity and riches, at 
ſuch a price, and under ſuch galling circume- 
ſtances. It was ambition, alſo, that ſtimula- 
ted him to conceal the pecuniary embarraſs- 
ments under which he laboured, rather than 
diſcloſe his poverty to thoſe illuſtrious charac- 
ters, who would, perhaps, have cheerfully admi- 
niſtered to his wants, It was this ambition 
that made him recoil, when in confinement, at 
lofty expreſſions, or diſdainful treatment. The 
epithets of Culprit, Felon, or Thief, from any 
mouth, excepting his own, pierced him grieve 
_ ouſly : but when addreſſed as an unfortu- 
nate, fallen, and Jellow-iranſgreſſor, or ſo _ 
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[74 ] 
ded in prayers to Gop, he was often moved 
to the inmoſt receſſes of his ſoul; and be- 
ſtowed on kimſelf, and his actions, the moſt 
feproachful teme. en We 


In a Conſeſſional Letter, where he diſclo- 


ſed to me his birth, his name, and his family, 


he adds... 


Vous ſavez mes malheurs, mais j'ignore, 
© comment j'ai pu tomber, pour devenir la vic- 


© time du bourreau, Mon 6&tonnement eſt aufli 


grand, que mon crime peut Etre enorme. 

- —— De ma Famille, & qui 
© etoient mes Parens, je ſupplie votre probité 
d'en garder un profond filence. Je ne Vaiavous 
« juſqu'a preſent a perſonne, puiſque perſonne 
* ma inſpire plus de confiance, que vous, Mon- 


a 
— 


© ficur! — Conſiderez mes malheurs comme 


les effets aveugles de Fetourdifſement d'un 
homme egare de ſon coeur, mais encore 
© capable de bonnes actions.“ 


© You know my misfortunes; but it is be- 
© yond my power to conceive how I could fall fo 
© low, as to become a victim to the exccutioner. 


My crimes cannot exceed, in enormity, the 


© preatneſs of my aſtonishment........ As to my 


family, and the name of my parents, I de- 


© pend on your probity for the obſervance of pro- 


found filence*, Till now, J have not imparted 


o 4 
I— . — — 


elt is a common prejudice, in moſt natious, 
to ſuppoſe, that a whole family 1s diſgraced, when an 
individual of it meets condign punishment = hs 

; Canlold. 


" FJ 


© jt to any perſon, becauſe no one has inſpired 

© me with more confidence than you, Sir! .,., 
© Conſider my diſtreſſes as reſulting from the 
© biind perplexities of a man who has wandered 
from his heart; but who yet is capable of 
good actions. 
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ſcaffold. But it is certainly a prejudice that has no 
ſubſtantial foundation: for why should not the father, 
the brother. the ſou, &c. of an executed criminal, be 
the worthieſt, the moſt honourable, and the braveſt 
of mankind ? However, while this prepoſſeſſion 
continues in the world, it is the duty of the Philan- 
thropiſt and the Chriſtian to prevent or to mitigate the 
pangs of ſuch innocent kindred, ſo far as it may be 
poſſible, without loſing ſight of the public good. On the 
other hand, would it not be more adviſeable to oppoſe 
and annihilate this univerſal failing ?--- I really do not 
know: for it is a queſtion that creates much doubt in 
my mind. The prejudices of mankind are not fo 
eaſiy rooted up, as ſome imagine. Hlumination, 
with regard to all that is neceſſary and utile, merits 
every encouragement. But are there no prepuſlet- 
ſions in ſociety that may be deemed 2 and 
even uſeful? This cannot be determined by a ſu- 
perficial reaſoner: i: is the province of that man who 
poſſefles a thorough knowledge of the world. —— 
The prejudice to which I have juſt alluded, may 
probably belong to the tile clats; for are there no 
inſtances of parents who, from the fear of ignominys. 
have been do bly ſtrict in correcting the moral de- 
fects, and doubly diligent in forming the hearts, of 
their children? Are not many witheld from the 
perpetration of crimes. from a dread of bringing diſ- 
grace and obicq.y on their family? By deſtroying 
this ſentiment of shame, then, the number of execu- 
tions would conſiderably increaſe: and is that more 
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In another Letter, that I found in a book, 


* the Converſion of Struenſee,” which he had 


borrowed of me, was the following 


preferable, for the intereſts of ſociety? It may be 
anſwered, That double punishment ought io be in- 


flicted on a criminal above the common rank! This 
I readily allow: but muſt the rigours employed be 


. phyſically and virtually the ſame ? — It may alſo be 


ſaid, That the punishment muſt always be propor- 
tioned to the crime, without reſpect of perſons! Be 
it ſo: but if we condemn a common vagabond to hard 


labour in Bridewell, and give him for company a 
ſtateſman, a divine, a merchant, or a well-bred mili-' 
_ tary man, is the punishment for either of theſe in 


reality the /ame? Have theſe oppoſite characters a 
like ſentiment of honour £® I am convinced that 
equality ought no-where to have more place, and re- 
ſpef to perſons leſs deference, than in a Court of 
Juſtice : but what, ſuperficially conſidered, appears 
highly aiſproportionate, may actually be perfect equa- 
lity /— In this reſpect, the ancients mention ſingular 


laws of Artaxerxes Longimanus, who was celebrated 


jor his .upright adminiſtration of juſtice. When 
one of his favourites once requeſted ſomething of him 


that would have been unjuſt, and for the grant- 


ing of which a certain ſum was promiſed, he tlatly 
refuſed to acquieſce; and ordered that the petitioner 
Should be preſented with a like ſum from his treaſury, 
faying.... < This trifle will not make me poor; but a 
compliance with your requeſt would render me un- 
<-juſt!Y Now, this #pright Prince commanded that, 
whenever any of the nobles committed a crime that 
deſerved corporal punishment, they should be caſti- 
gated on the under garments; and that, whenever they 
incurred the infliction of death, their cap should be 
ſtruck off inſtead of the head! He judged that the 
equality of punishment conſiſted rather in the degree 
and the ſentiment of shame, than in momentary tor- 
ment, — See PLUTARCH. 71 Vita ART, LONG. 7 
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_ © Je ſens trop le poids de mon malheur, 
comme I 'ignominie de mon ètre, pour ne pas 
etre indifferent aux jeux de mes poulmons, 
C'eſt une erreur inſenſee, que de renoncer àla 
raiſon par extravageanc2; mais c'eſtabominable 
de manquer à la probite, Croyez moi, mon 
cher Monſieur! que je n'ai jamais ſentè plus le 
prix de Fhonnetete qu'après Vavoir perdu; & 
ce qui eſt le plus ——— c'eſt que par 
cette. perte Pai trouve un ami comme vous: 
Comme vous Ctes le confident de mon coeur, 
je vous avoue que je prefere la mort à la vie. 
Ou plutòt ou plas tard le trEpas eſt & ul. La 
ſeule grace que je deſire eſt de porter votre 
amitiè avec moi en tombeau: ne me la rétirez 
point, & faites un effort de votre vertu de 
croire qu'un ſcelerat l'a pu meriter. | 


* I feel too much the weight of my mis- 
fortune, as alſo the ignominy of exiſtence, 
not to be indifferent reſoecting the exerciſe of 
my lungs. It is a ſenſeleſs error, to re- 
nounce reaſon, at the call of extravagance; 
but abominable to be deficient in prodbity. 
Believe me, my dear Sir! when I fay that 
I never knew the value of honour ſo much, 
as after departing from its dictites: and, the 
moſt aſtonishing eircumſtance is; that, by 
this loſs; I have found a friend like you. 
As you are the confidant of my heart; I do 
not ſcruple to tell you, that 1 prefer death 
rather than life, A little ſooner. or a little 
later, death is equally the lot of man. The 
only favour which I defire is, to carry your 
amity with me to the grave, Do not wich- 
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© draw it from me; and ſtrive to make your vir- 


tue believe, that a villain could merit that 
< eſtimable diſtinction. | | 


A like tenderneſs on the point of honour, 


| cauſed the unhappy youth to diſdain every pal. 


liation or ſubterfuge during his examination: he 
confeſſed all, even to the minuteſt circumſtance. 
Conſcious of the shameful acts which he had 
committed, life became burdenſome when he 
ſaw himſelf arraigned as a felon and a criminal; 
he ſtood, as it were, in his own way; and thus, 


in his anſwers, employed none of thoſe pre- 


cautions, excuſes, and evaſions, ſo common to 
the generality of men in a ſimilar predicament. 


He acknowledged the right of the law which 


awarded death; and of this law he acquired a 
knowledge, by converſations in which he had 
often joined at coffee-houſes and at his lodgings, 
on the ſubject of his own felonies But the 
hapleſs Frederick, in the admiſſion of that right, 
nevertheleſs contended with me, and even ſome 
of the Sheriffs, who at times viſited him in 
his dungeon, that the punishment of death for 
burglary was, in his opinion, too ſevere, and re- 
pugnant to natural equity. He alſo intimated, 
but with deference as a ſtranger, that the kind 
of death was left, by law, at the option of the 
Judges; and therefore he more than once ſoli- 
cited to be shot, or to have his head ſtruck off 


by the ſword, as being leſs diſpracetul ; thus 


wishing by no means to avoid death, but that 
only which he termed the deſpicable and humi- 
liating circumſtances of the gallows. 


When, 


ray 


When, however, he was finally given to 
underſtand that no alteration whatever would 
be made in the manner of punishment, ambition 


led him to determine on ſuicide, provided a 


ſcheme should miſcarry which he had projected 
in order to eſcape. As he never concealed 
any- thing from me, I obtained a knowledge of 
both theſe projects by means of his own letters; 


and in conſequence embraced an opportunity 


of converſing with him at large on the one 
and the other. On Suicide, we held a long 
and earneſt diſcourſe; and, at the concluſion 
of it, I flattered myſelf that he had entirely 
abandoned that premeditated reſolution. After 
this time, which was a month before his death, 


he never once reſumed the ſubjett..... As to 
the means of eſcaping, I found lets difficulty, 


and felt alſo leſs ſolicitude. He was convinced, 
with myſelf, that his keepers' were too honour- 
able to be corrupted, and too vigilant to favour 
even the beſt concerted plan of that nature; 


and that the local ſituation of the priſon was 


much too ſecure to admit the ſmalleſt probability 
of ſucceſs. For theſe reaſons, therefore, the 
unfortunate priſoner repeatedly aſſured me that 


he would think no more of making any attempt 


to fly from juſtice. 


To shew at onee the goodneſs of his 
heart, the gentleneſs of his nature, and the 
deteſtation in which he held murder, (a crime 
that is ſo facilely aſſociated with the occupation 
of a houſe-breaker, not only in idea, but fre- 
quently in fact) I inſert the two following let- 
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ters, wherein he apprized me of his reſolu- 
tions. In the firſt he writes — 


6 


je n'ai jamais tuè un animal, encore 
moins je ne ſaurois tuer un homme, Je ne 
puis m' vader de ma priſon, qu'en exterminant 
les deux ſergens qui me gardent, & obtenir 


ma liberte, qu'en ſauvant ma vie aux depens de 
celle dautrui. Je prefere de me frapper plutòt 


moi meme, & je nai d'autre reſource que de 
ſubir ce coup fatal. Je ne ſai, fi vos Jumieres 


& Ia connoiſſance, que vous avez du cœur 


humain, ſiuroient condamner tout a fait mes 
ſentimens ſur ce parti funeſte. Enfin, vous 
connoiſſez ma naiſſince, & je ſuis determine 


d' epargner au bourreau la peine, dont il ſubſiſte. 


La Religion & votre probitè peuvent condamner 
une demarche ſi hardie, mais la raiſon la juſtifie, 
votre Dieu, qui me connoit, la pardonnera fans 
doute, & je ne juge qu'humainement. Mais, 
dans la nuit obſcure du malheur, qui m'en 
vironne, une idée lumineuſe m'eſt parvenue: 
c etoit celle de m'evader par la chiminèe qui 
va ſur le toit de ma priſon, en profitant du 
moment ou ces Ctres, qui me gardent, ſont 
aſſoupis, Jai trouve la nuit paſſe? leur ſom- 
meil moins fort que je le ſuppoſais. Ah! mon 
ſeu! ami! je defire fort de parler ingenuement 
avec vous. Vous Etes Paſteur & vous garderez 
mon ſecret. Je ſuis avec une ſinceritéè & un 
reſpi ct, qui ne peut ètre plus à perſonne qu'a 


vous.“ | 
(figre ) MEYER. pv. R. 
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J have 


79 J 


© I have never yet deprived an animal of 


© lifez much leſs could JI deſtroy a human be · 
ing. No otherwiſe can I eſcape from pri- 
© ſon than by exterminating the two turnkeys 
© who guard me; nor obtain my liberty, than 
© by preſerving exiſtence at the expehce of 
* another's life. Rather will I ftrike myſelf: 
© I have, indeed. no other reſource, than ſub- 
* miſſion to the fatal blow. I do not know, 
© if your wiſdom, and your knowledge of the 
© human heart, should wholly condemn my ſen- 
* timents on this terrific point. In short, you 
© are acquainted with my birth; and Iam 
© determined to fpare the executioner that trou- 
© ble from which he derives ſubſiſtence. | Re- 
© ligion, and your probity, may cenſure a pro. 


* ceeding ſo hardy: but reaſon juſtifies it; 
and your God, who knows me, will doubtleſs. 


_ © pardon the deed, I judge, only, according 
© to the power of man. But, in the obſcure 
© night of misfortune, by which I am envire 


© oned, a luminous idea ſtruck my fancy. It 


© was that of efcaping through the chimney, 
© which leads to the roof of my priſon ; * 
« fiting by the moment when thoſe beings ſlept 


who guard me. I found them, however, leſs _ 


deeply drowſy, the precedirig night, than I 
© had hoped. Ah! my only friend! LI 
greatly deſire to ſpeak with you ingenuouſly. 
© You are a Paſtor; with you my lecret will 
* be ſafe. I am, with a ſincerity and a re- 
© ſpe, that cannot be greater for any perſo 
than you, (Signed) 
En F. MEYER. D. | * 5 
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Tbe other | Letter, written about a week 
before his death, contained the following. 


L' Agent Danois par compatiſſement m'a- 
voit procurEdans ma foibleſſe deux bouteilles du 
vin de Madera, avec les quelles j'eſſayais d'eny- 
vrer mes deux gardes, & de m'evader à la fa- 
veur de leur ſommeil. Je trouvais bientòt, 
que les pavots de la vigne ne ſecondoient point 
mon entrepriſe. Je tichois alors de mettre 
quelqu'un dans mes inter@ts, qui parle Anglois, 
& que je ſondais à ce ſujet, en m'expliquant 
allegoriquement. On m'avoua les obſtacles, 
que je ſuppoſais, & er fin je quittais le deſſein. 
La maitreſſe de la maiſon m'a parue change? 
dans ſes manieres depuis peu, ce qui me fait 
ſoupconrer, fi peut ètre un air de ce complot 
PFait parvenue. Quoiqu'il en ſoit, je n'ai en 
vue par cette confeſſion que votre amitiè, 
dont la perte me ſera cent mille fois plus dure 
que ma vie miſerable au ſein de mes infor- 
tunes. Je me flatte dorc pour me conſo- 
© ler, que ni la bé vue, ni, fi je ſerais été aſſez 
* heureux dans mon entrepriſe, irrite votre 
F Equiie, Adieu! je deſire de vous revoir. 
* Pentends les deux autres gardes, qui viennent 
© pour relever ceux, qui ſont avec moi actuels, 
# & je finis, en tEniſſant le ciel, qui m'a fait la 


* grace de vous connoit re.“ 


(ge) 
M. p. R. 
The 
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me, in my weakneſs, two bottles of Madeira 
wine; with which I endeavoured to intoxi- 


1 
© The Danish Conſul compaſſionately ſent 


cate my two guards, in order to effect an 
eſcape under favour of their ſleep. I 
ſoon found. however, that the ſomniferous 
influerce of the vine by no means ſeconded 
my enterpriſe. 1 tried then, to place in my 
intereſt, a perſon who ſpoke English, whom 
I ſounded on that ſubject, by allegorical ex- 
plications. He shewed me obſtacles, which 
indeed I had ſuppoſed myſelf; and, now, I 
have wholly abandoned the deſign. The 
miſtreſs of the houſe appears to be changed 
in her behaviour towards me, for a short time 
paſt; and this leads me to conjecture, that 
the complot has, in all likelihood, reached her 
ears. However that may be, I have n 

other view in this confeſſion, than your friend- 
ship; the loſs af which would fall a hundred 


thouſand times harder on me, than the parting 


with a wretched life in the gulph of my mis- 
fortunes. I flatter myſeif, then, for my con- 
ſolation, that neither this failure, nor the ſup- 
poſition that l might have been fortunate 
enough in the enterpriſe, will irritate your 


equity. Farewel! | long to ſze you again. 


I hear the two guards coming to relieve thoſe 


who are at preſent with me; and I finish with 
bleſſing Heaven, for the favour of your ac- 


quaintance. 


(signed) 
M. n. R.“ 


From 
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From all this it is evident that predomi- 


nating Ambition, and ſcruples on the point of 
Honour, alone, precipitated him to the deſperate 


reſource of Suicide. Having in vain expected, 
till the laſt moment, either a mitigation of pu- 
nishment, or pardon, deſpair guided his hand, 
in order to deprive himſelf of the conſciouſ- 
neſs of public shame, and the fearful humilia- 
tion that, in Holland, accompanies the previous 
ſteps to the gallows. 


Another conſpicuous trait in his diſpoſi- 
tion was, a quickneſs of ſenſibility, when any 


perſon participated in his ſufferings, and treated 


him as an unfortunate individual of rank: he 
Shewed the moſt heartfelt gratitude for every 
proffered cffice of friendship; he placed un- 
limited confidence where he aſſured himſelf 
of having diſcovered candidneſs and liberality 
of mind; and he poſſeſſed an ingenuouſneſs of 
foul, that would never permit him to make 


counterfeit profeſſions of high eſteem for per- 


fors whom, in his heart, he either deſpiſed or 
ſuſpected. | 


Many inſtances of this youth's good qua- 
lities occurred during the period of my inter- 
courſe with him, and which has already been 
ſufficiently shewn. However, at no time did 
Jever ſee his ſenſibility ſo powerfully excited, 
as when I informed him that thoſe individuals 
who were the ſufferers, had unanimouſly ſigned 
the Paper on his behalf, which is mentioned in 


a preceding Chapter. The humanity of thoſe 


gentlemen had, indeed, very ſtrongly operated 
6 ” on 
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on my own feelings; and I therefore related to 
| him, with vivacity, a ſinguler inſtar.ce of con- 
ſcientiouſneſs in the grey-haired maſter of the 
Doele. That venerable man, who came tos» 
wards me hobbling on his crutch, ſcarcely per- 
mitted me to ſay, That the priſoner, for the 
conſervation of his life, as fas as lay in one 
man's power, implored him for pardon; ere he 
granted the object of my miſſion; ſaying:... 
Sir! I am old; and go now, as it were, with 
© one foot ſinking in the grave: how, then, 
should J dare appear before my God, if I were 
© capable of making the ſmalleſt oppoſition, 
even in thought. Nephew ! give me a 
© pen! Ihis, and other traits of magnanimity 
which shone forth on that occaſion, filled the 
priſoner with a plenitude of grateful ſenſatiors; 


and never did I witneſs many more affecting 


ſcenes than on that Tucſday evening, when 
the ſuſferers blotted out, in their individual ca- 
pacity, the culprit's crimes. 


Boundleſs was his gratitude towards the 


proprietor of the Soap Houſe, which he had 
plundered in High Street, Rotterdam. That 
gentleman was the firſt who ſigned his forgive- 
| neſs; and, without reſting there, intereſted 


himſelf with the other parties, in order to impreſs 


on them the ſame liberal ſentiment, the ſame 
_ Chriſtian fecling. Deſitrous to ſee a perſon 
who had robbed him in ſo miraculous and daring 


a manner, he repaired to the gaol ; and, after 


a short converſation, the priſoner's behaviour 
and language operated fo forcibly on his mind, 
and fo effectually ſubdued that abhorrerce 
| 7 ng which 
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which the worthy part of mankind imbibe for 
ſuch delinquents, that he promiſed the aftonishe:d 


criminal all the influence which he poſſeſſed for 


obtaining a mitigation of punishment; and even 
told him that he might command his purte in 
any caſe of neceſſity” No name was more 
grateful to the culprit's ear, than that of Mr. 
Neufville; and of nothing did he complain fo 
much, on the laſt day, as a want of opportu- 
nity to ſee, to bleſs, and take final leave of that 
baſely injured benefattor. | 


A few days after the interview of which I 
have juſt ſpoken, he addreſſed the following 
letter to Mr, Neufville; and which will ſerve to 
give the reader a more perfect idea of his ex- 
treme ſenſibility, 


MONSIEUR! 


Dans I'abyme de Popprobre, ou je me trouve 
precipite, daignez d'accepter mes remercimens 
& mes remords pour la bonte Etendue, que 
vous m'accordez avec tant de magnanimite. 


Le moyen de Ja corde ne ſauroit operer ſur 
ma ſerſibiliie ce que mon cœur ſent par la nc- 
ble diſpoſition de vos ſentimens envers moi. 


. T | * 

De quelle maniere j'acheverai auſſi ma vie 
ct.etive, ſoyez perſuace,' que Vieee de votre 
ger eroſi & n'echappera de ma memoire, qu'avec 
le ſouſle dernier, & que le tems, qui diſſout 
. . = 108 


C8 1 
les Etres compoſes, ne ſauroit ancantir la Vers 
tu, dont vous faites profeſſion. ; 


Je ſuis malheureux ſans reſource & de reſprit 


& du cœur; & au milieu de mon naufrage la 


Providence me vient dEpartir deux biens ineſti- 
mables; c'eſt votre pardon & votre amitic; 
mettez le comble aux prodiges en acceptant la 
plus profonde veneration, avec laquelle Je ne 
ceſſerai Jamais d'etre, Monſieur! | 


Votres tres humble tres 
obeiſſuant 


( ſigné) ö 
ö | F. ME YER. 


sR, 
| In the abyſs of that opprobrium wherein 
] find myielf precipitated, deign to accept my 
acknowledgments and my remorſe for the exten- 
ſive goodneſs which you have accorded me with 
ſo much magnanimity. 


The means of the rope could never pro- 

duce that on my ſenſibility which my heart 
feels to the noble diſpoſition of your ſentiments 
towards me. 


In whatever manner, too, I may end mv 
wretched exiſtence, be aſlured, that the idea of 
your generoſity will not {cape my recollection 
than with the laſt gaſp; and that time, which 

diſſolves 


(wy 
diſſolves all organical beings, can never extin- 
guish that virtue which you profeſs. 


F am unfortunate, without reſource, both 
as to ſpirit and to heart; and, in the middle of 


my wreck, Providence has ſent me two ineſti- 


mable benefi's.... Your pardon, and your friend- 
Ship. Raiſe theſe prodigies ſtill higher, in ac- 
cepting the moſt profound veneration with 
which I shall never ceaſe to be, Sir, 


Your very humble and 
very obedient, 


(Signed) | 
F. MEYER. 
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| IT happened, one night, that 
the turnkeys then on duty in the priſoner's 


dungeon, begun a converſation reſpecting my 


affairs; in the courſe of which they re- 
counted to him as well the panegyrics of my 
friends as the cavils of my enemies, and the 
calumnies that had ariſen from party ha- 
tred. He liſtened attentively to the diſcourſe; 
and when it was ended, wrote immediately, 
from a principle of gratitude, the following 


Lines, which he handed to me the next morning, 


in preſence of the ſame Keepers; —— 


Tout ceux, qui penſent comme vous, ſont ainſi que les 
_ chenes, | 
Que l'on voit ſur les monts, que l'on voit dans les 
plaines. | 

Un ſuc, toujours le meme, eſt prepare pour eux, 
Leurs pied tient dans la terre, leur cime eſt dans les 
Cieux; 


L'orage 


y 7 


„* 
„1 m 
[ 
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L'orage de la ſaiſon à peine abalſſe leutz tétes, 
Ils reſiſtent ſon aſſaut, ils reſiſtent aux tempètes; \ 
Leurs front, toujours ſerain, en tout lieu en tout temps, 
Tandis que dans leurs ombres on voit de vils ſerpens, 
Se livrant en ſifflant des guerres inteſtines, | 


Et par un ſang impur arroſant leurs racines. 
| | | M. 


* 


Strong oaks, which meet:, on hills and plains, the view, 
Reſemble thoſe who think, aright, Iike you: | 
Invariably one ſap their growth extends; | | 
Earth graſps their root — to heav'n their top aſcends, 
They bid defiance to each tempeſt s pow'r; | | 
Nor ſcarceiy bend to th' impetuous show'r. 
In ev'ry age and clime their front's ſerene; 
Yet, vileſt ſnakes within their shades are ſeen, 
Who, hiſſing, ſpr-ad inteſtine broils around, 
And ſtain, with blood impure, the fertile ground, 
| | | | M. 


Frederick's bold and enterprizing ſpirit, 


diveſted of calm reflection on certain or probable 


conſequences, appears evidntly in all the tranſ- 


actions of his lite; particularly in thoſe ſingular 
incidents which attended his nocturnal depreda- 
tions at the Hague, Rotterdam, and Amſter- 
dam. He digeſted plays which any other 
perſon would have thought inpract cable; and 
carried them into effect though ſurrounded with 
variety of danger He was the firſt who ever 
_ undertook, or who ever effected, ſo much, with- 
our acc mplicesz add from the nature of thoſe 
difficulties which he had to encounter, it may 
fairly be preſumed, that no one will find i- an 


* Sce the particulars of theſe burglaries, in 
Note, Pages 61 — 67 | | 
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eaſy matter to imitate his . This dars 
ing diſpoſition was alſo conſpicuous in the laſt 
act of his life, when he lifted his own arm, ra- 


ther with eagerneſs than heſitation, to deſtroy 


vitality. 


Above all, I was aſtonished at the unpa:- 
ralleled preſence of mind which he manifeſted 
the day before his death. Pregnant, at that 
time, with the idea of Suicide, he had ſufficient 

addreſs to conceal it moſt effectually: but, 
though that reſolution was then fixed, he re- 


queſted to ſpeak with the Sheriff who atted as 


Preſident, and begged of him permiſſion to have 
two ſeals returned, which were affixed to his 
watches, The Preſident complying with this 
requeſt, he preſented rhem both to me; which, 
with a lock of his hair, that I received ſome 
few days before, he entreated me to keep as a 
token of remembrance, His mind was evi- 


dently diſturbed, and his ſenſes bewildered z that, 


however, I imputed to his abhorrence of the 
ignominious ceremony which was ſo ſoon to 
commence: but, yet, the whole of that diſmal 
evening, and even at my departure, he ſpoke 
on ſeveral ſubjects wich aſtonishing rapidity. 


There was an enamelled watch among the 
articles found in his poſſeſſion. That warch, 


he always affirmed, belonged to his dear Miſs P. 


and it was his ardent prayer that it migh: be 
{ent to the young lady, whole reſidence he pointed 
out for that expreſs purpoſe. The anhappy 
yourh received aſſurances that his requeſt should 
be complied wich; and 1 believe the watch was 


accordingly 


| 
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„ 
accordingly forwarded, together with a letter, i in- 
forming her of his  deceaſe, but conceal ing 


the manner in which his 8 career was 
cloſed. | 


On the evening which nai the unfor- 
tunate culprit's death, he made me promiſe, 
that I would apprize Miſs P. of his deceaſe, as 
if it had taken place in conſequence of a malig- 
nant fever. Within the laſt few days, indeed, | 
he had not been wholly free of that malady, ac- 
companied by hyſterics: ſo that I was thus 
enabled to fulfil my engagement, without being 
under the neceſſity of writing a direct untruth; 
or cf diſcloſing the actual occaſion of his mourn- 
ful end: for he was confident, he ſaid, that she 
would not ſurvive the fatal tidings, if ſuddenly 
communicated to her, without diſguiſe or ſuita- 
ble preparation. He added, that I need not 
conceal my quality as a Miniſter 3 nor the foun- 

dation of our acquaintance, as having aſſiſted 
him in his laſt moments. After this, he wrote 
Mits P. the following Letter, in English, fitting 
up in- his bed for that purpoſe; and, when 
finished, he committed it to my care, for con- 
vp ance by the firſt opportunity that might of- 
3 


4 


* 


MISS 


BEING now in a ſtate of 
decay, I have requeſted my friend, Mr. Sharp, 
to direct to you theſe few lines. I don” t think I 


_ ehall recover: of courſe, my ſweet Maria, God 
be 
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be with you! Mr. Sharp will inform you 
more at large, as to my ſickneſs. My compl. 
to Miſr. and M. G.. God bleſs you! 


(Signed) 


F. MEYER, v. R. 


I. pundtually acquitted myſelf of this com · 
miſſion; and, at the ſame time, addreſſed the 
following Letter to Miſs P... 


8 


DEAR MISS! 


I Am very ſorry, that I muſt 


be this time the informant of news, that will 
much affect you: bur my duty, and the promiſe 


which I made your ſick friend, Mr. F. Meyer 


d. R. obliges me to it, He fell into a violent 
fever ſome time ago; and I have afliſted him, 
during his whole ſickneſs, ih quality of Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel. He ſpoke oftentimes of 
you, and of the ſincere love he had for you; and 
entreated me to give you his ſincere thanks for 
your friendship and love towards him, His 
conſtitution not being able to ſupport the vio- 
lence of his ſickneſs, he entruſted to me the in- 
cloſed Letters the day before his deceaſe, in or- 
der to forward them, like I now do; by giving 
you alſo intimation of his death, which happen- 
ed on the 26th of the paſt month. I hope 
Providence will be your comforter, on this 
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affiting event; and am, with the utmoſt lince- 
rity and eſteem, 


DEAR MISS! 
Your moſt obedient ſerwunt, 


(Signed) JOHN SHARP, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Rott. 


Above all, it appeared incomprehenſible to 
me and ſtill continues ſo how a man 
ſo near the brink of eternity could employ that 
whole night in writing, with ſuch tranquillity 
and preſence of mind, as the letters evince 
which he finished during thoſe dreary hours; 
particularly three, addreſſed to myſelf, in French 
poetry; and which I have inſerted, for the 
reader's ſatisfaction. | 


The firſt was written on the Wedneſday 
night, about nine o'clock, shortly after he had 


taken that affecting Farewel of me, which I 


have related in a former Chapter, It was ad- 
dreſſed to 


«© Monſieur Sharp, 
„ Miniſtre de la parole de Dieu.“ 


And the following is an exact Copy of 
its contents 


Mon 


93 1 


Mon cher Monſieur Suarp ! 


Ami! dans le tombeau y laiſſez moi deſcendre, 
Vous qui es mon Ami, vivez pour me defendre: 
Mon ſort eſt accompli, & je vais l'achever; 
Qui ne cherche que la mort eſt ſur de la trouver. 
Mais je la veux terrible, & lorſque je ſuccombe, 
| Je veux que par moi meme je m'entraine dans la tombe, 

Vous biamerez ſans doute ce deſſein trop hardi : 
Vous blamerez encore de vous n'avoir rien dit: 
Mais ſachez que la honte ma donné le trepas, 
u' elle vient armer ma main & dirige mon bras. 
Et ne m'accuſez point d'avoir trahi la ſoi, 

ue l'amitié a mis & entre vous & moi. 

t croyez, cher Ami, je trouvois neceſſaire 
Pour étre envers vous un moment moins ſincere. 
Ainſi mon ſort m'attend, tel que Caton ſublime 
Se frappa, ſans, comme moi, avoir commis un crime. 
Eafin c'eſt le deſtin, ou mon ſort inconſtant, 
Qui m'arrache par moi meme du nombre des vivans. 
Si vous me condamnez, au moins par amitié 
Pour ma cendre eteinte me garde la pitie, 

( ſigne ) F. MEYER. 
25 May 1796. 


My dear Mr. SHare ! 


Friend! to the grave now let me quick deſcend; 

You live for my defence, my valu'd friend. 
My courſe is nearly run; its end is plain 

Who leeks for death, need never ſeck in vain, 

But, terrible to me! who thus decay; 

Haſte, let me raiſe my tomb of mouid'ring clay! 

Doubtleſs you'll blame the courſe which I purſue 

And doubtleſs blame this deep reſerve to you, 

The deed originates in Shame's alarm; 

Shame lifts my hand — unerring guides my arm. 

If. then, I wound that faith with Friendship born, 

Benignly shield me from your riſing ſcorn : | 

Dear Friend! 'twas fell Neceſlity's decree, 

That, for one moment, I should ac leſs free. 
The fate of Cato waits! Cato ſublime, 

Who, unlike me, fell deſtitute of crime. 

In short, my ſtars, inconſtant, aid the blow 

That dtives me, headlong, to th* shades below. 
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LL 1. 
Tho' you condemn this hardy want of fear, 
Drop on my ashes, ſtill, compaſſion's tear. 
( Signed } ; MEYER. 
May 25, 1796. 


The ſecond letter was written that ſame 
night at eleven o'clock, while the ſtrokes of 
14 the workmen who were erecting the ſcaf- 
1 fold, reſounded in his cell. It was thus di- 
1 rected: 2 DE. 


5 & A mon cher ami Monſieur Sharp ;” 


And the contents as follow: the metre and the 
language is, however, unequal to his other com- 
poſitions; and ſerve alſo as an evident proof 
of the diſturbance which prevailed in his mind. 


Jentends les funeſtes aprets 

De ce qui termine ma vie, 

Mon corps, j'avoue, en eſt ſaiſie, 
Mon ame ne redoute les effets. 
Vous, mon Ami! Ami ſincere! 

Vous connoiſſez mon caraQtere, 
Vous ſavez que mon ame deſie 
Toutes les horreurs de l'ignominie. 
Recevez aux dernier moment 
L' Aveu de mon cœur ſincere, 
Tout proche au bord de mon neant 
L'Aveu d ce cœur ordinaire; 

Et ſouffres, que je vous adreſſe 
Les derniers lignes dans ma detreſſe. 
Avec Tantale dans le Tartare 

Je ſubis un ſort trop barbare. 

ous ſavez mon deitin ennemie, 

Vous ſavez ma Philoſophie, 

Vous acceptiez par ſentiment 

Les fautes de mes arguments, 


SY CODES d Are c 


Mais 


[ & 4 


Mais ſeul auſſi vous connoiſſez mon coeur 
L'Egarement & ſon malheur, 
Et, tout rempli de Famitie 
Vous m'accordiez votre pitié. 
Acceptez par ce ſentiment 
Tout ce que mon cœur vous aſſure, 
Un ſentiment d'une ame pure, 
Ennemie de l'hypocriſie 
Et d'un traitre un ennemie, 
Le ſort m'appelle, je vais partir, 
Je ſais ſa voix par ſa puiſſance, 
Mais croyez, que je ſais ſentir 
I'EfFet de votre bienveillance. 
Adieu, Ami! pres du tombeau 
e vous aime, vous m'aimez de ineme, 
t la frayeur de mon bourreau 
Ne me prive de ce vien ſupreme. 


(Signé) 


d 11 heures la nuit entre le 25 26.— 


To my dear Friend, Mr. SHARP! 


Thoſe preparations, dread, I hear, 
Deſtin'd to ſtop my ſad career: 

I own my body's ſore oppreſs'd; 

My foul, tho', nobly braves th' teſt. — 
You, my dear Friend! the friend I prize, 
You know me, ſtripp'd of all diſguiſe; 
You know how much my ſoul: bears hate 
T'wards an ignominious fate! 
Receive, ere we for ever part, 

The flowings of a faithful heart: 
Tottering on the brink of Death, 

My thanks riſe with my lateſt breath; 
To you, then, let me now addreſs 

The laſt lines written in diſtreſs. 

As Tantalus, to thirſt condemn'd, 

I ſuffer too ſevere an end. 

You know my hoſtile deſtiny; 

You know, too, my philoſophy; 

You'd often hear, from ſentiment, 

Th' errors of my argument: 


＋ 4 
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You only know, aright, my heart, 

Its fatal wand'rings and its ſmart: 

It cannot ſwerve from Friendship's ties, 
And thus you deign- me Pity's ſighs. 
Thro' that ſame ſentiment, receive 

All which remains for me to give 
The feelings of a ſoul refin'd, 

That hates the trait'rous, crafty mind. 
But, ſoft! Fate calls! I haſte away! 
His pow:r, more than his voice, bears ſway, 
Yet once, believe how great my ſenſe 
Of your conferr'd munificence. — 
My Friend, adieu! To th' grave's ſide 
I love you till ; your's is my pride: 
Nor can th' fell concluding ſcene, 
Deprive me of that good ſupreme. 


( Signed ) ; MEYER. D. R. 


In fine, on the laſt morning, at ſix o'clock, 
he wrote me the following; which, above all, 
excites my aſtonishment ! | 


1 Mon Ami Sharp ! 
4 6 heure du matin de ma mort. 
Mon cher Sharp ! 


Privé des douceurs des pavots, 
Mais pres de la nuit Eternelle, 


Mon ame, toujours a vous fidelle, 


Vous parle au bord de tombeau, 
Encore deux heures, & puis adieu, 
Tu ne verta jamais de moi 


Une ſeule ligne qui parvienne a toi, 
Mais ta memoire, quand je ſuccombe, 


Penetrera juſqu'a ma tombe : 

Y ſemme des fleurs, quand le printems 
Conduit, tes pas vers mon neant, 
Adieu! cher Sharp! je vais deſcendre, 
Du la mort me xeduit en cendre; 5 
Tok Adieu, 


1 :] 


Adieu. deja mon pied ſe gliſſe 

Dans le fond de mon precipice. 

Encore la raiſon me maitriſe, 
Encore je ſens par mes cinꝗ ſens, 
Les portes de l'entendement, 

Ce que je dois a l' homme d'Egliſe, 
Encore mon cœur eſt palpitant, 
Le pouvoir de mon ſentiment 

Sent encore Pamitie ſincere. 
Bient6t la froide inaction 

En &garent Ja frele raiſon, 

Vous oublit vous réconnoit gueres. 

Telle eſt le deſtin des mortels, 

Lon nait; mais c'eſt malgre ſoi mEme; 
Arrive a PAdoleſcence 

On fait un coup d'extravageance, 

Qui eſt ſuivi du repentir; 

Alors, marchant plus loin dans age, 

Nos pas, ſuivis d'un noir orage, 

Nous font ſouvent trop tard ſentir, 

Que nous voyageons ſans bauſole, 


Au gre de Neptune & d'Eole, 


Sur la mer appelle la vie, 

u'un ſeul hazard ancantie. 
Adieu, mon cher! le temps me preſſe 
Vers ce lieu, ou la ſageſſe 
Se perd; ou notre entendement, 
Le ſouvenir, le ſentiment, 
s'Eclipſent: ou le ſort, fi ſombre, 
Me fait paſſer parmi les ombres, 


( ſigns ) ME VER. 


To. my Friend Suanp! 


At 6 o'clock on the morning of my death, 


Robb'd of ſweet, balmy ſleep's repoſe, 
But, on the brink of endleſs night, 
To you my foul, always upright, 
Yet ſpeaks before th' awful cloſe. 
But two hours mote, and then, adieu! 
Hereafter, you will never ſee 8 
A fingle line addreſs'd by me: 


4 


But 
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But when I've met my awful doom, 
Your thoughts shall dart into my tomb: 
Strew on it flowers. when gladſome May 
Leads you towards that ſolemn way. 
* | Adieu, dear SHare! Deſcend I muſt, | 
Where Death will crumbie me to duſt! —- 
| | Farewel! my feet already glide | 
40 On th' deep precipice's ſide.— 
| | | RKReaſon, tho', Folds her ſov'reign ſway, 
= [ feel, yet, with five ſenſes fine, 
* Which as the doors of Wiſdom play, 
How much I owe a good divine 
Still palpitates my troubled heart; 
| The pow'rs which ſentiment impart, 
mn Preſerve ſtill amity upright: 
| But preſently inaction, chill, 
Croſling frail Reaſon's ſanguine will, 
Shall blot you from my eager fight, ——_— 
Spite of ourſelves, we tread life's ſtage, 
Beginning with th' infant age; 
77 | | To adoleſcence next advance, 
| | And then commit extravagance, 
61 | That by repentance ſad is clos'd ; 
[3 | Next coming to maturer years, 
| Hov'ring, a diſmal cloud appears; 
And often then too late, expos'd, 
| | | Our courſe without a compaſs find, 
1. | Directed by th' waves and wind 
| Acroſs that ſea nam'd life; that brink, 
if Where, thro' one accident, we {ink | —— 
Fi Dear Sir, adieu! By time I'm preſs'd 
{ Towards that place of laſting reſt, 
; 


Where Wiſdom's ſelf is even croſs'd, | 
Where ſenſe, thought, ſentiment, are loſt; 
; Where, by a gloomy fate I'm led, 
: To fix my dwclling with th' dead. 


(Signed) MEYER, 


CW: 3: 


Let any perſon now determine whether it 
was poſlible to refuſe my friendship to this 
unfortunate youth, who was ſo ſtrongly at- 
tached to me; or to ſuppreſs the tears of ſen- 
ſibility when thoſe three letters were given me, 
while 1 beheld the miſerable writer of them 
weltering in his blood! I could not, however, 
but condemn the crime of ſuicide : contem- 1 
plating on eternity, I retired a few ſteps, and | | 1 
ſilently offered up my ſupplications to heaven. 


| J have ſeveral letters in my poſſeſſion, | 4 
which Frederick ſent to the Chief Juſtice : but 
they would prove unintereſting to the public at 
large. At the concluſion of one of theſe, he 
ſays: La morale de Socrate a été mon guide, 
« & ſon diſciple implore la Puiſſance Divine, 
© de vous avoir avec votre Famille dans ſa 
© ſainte & digne garde.” © The morals of 
« Socrates have been my guide; and his diſciple 
© implores the Divine Puiſſance to keep you 
* and your family under his holy and ſecure 
© protection.” In another, written at half after 
eleven, the laſt night of his exiſtence, is the 
following ſingular concluſion : 


Vous voyez mon charactere eſt toujours 
© la meme, mais mon reſpect pour vous ne 
© change pas. Vous tes en effet celui, qui me 
* prive de la vie, & moi celui qui vous n'eſtime 
© pas moins pour cela. Songez ſurtour, que 
vous envoyez ſous le terre un homme. qui a 
© yole pendant la nuit, & qui vous auroit pu 
© ſervir pendant le jour. Comme Jentends los 
* charpentiers occupes à dreſſer le theatre ſur 
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© lequel je dois jouer le dernier röle dans la vie, 


© mes eſprits ſe diſſipent par une raiſon excuſa« 


© ble dans la nature humaine. Adieu donc, 
© mon cher Monſieur Schryver! & que le ciel 
vous conſerve! | 


© You ſee my character is always the 
© ſame; nor does my reſpect for you alter. 
You are, indeed, the man who deprives me 
of life; and I am he who does not the leſs 
eſteem you on that account. Think, above 
all, that you ſend under the earth a man, 
who ſtole during the night, but who was ca- 


the carpenters buſy in erecting that theatre on 
which I am deſtined to play the laſt act of 
life, my ſpirits are ſcattered, from a reaſon 
© excuſable in human nature. Adieu, then, 
my dear Mr. Schryver; and may you be 
* conſerved by Heaven! This Letter was 
ſigned :; © Frederick Meyer.” But another to 
the ſame gentleman was thus ſubſcribed, con- 
rrary to his uſual cuſtom; * MgvytR, other wiſe 


. R. 


CHAP, 


pable of ſerving you by day, While I hear - 


„„ r ͤ OE — 


[ i. To J 


CHAP. V. 


THE 1 about four : 


days before his death, addreſſed the following 
Letter to the Danish Conſul, in Rotterdam, from 
whom I have ſince received it. 


e 


Non, mon cher Monſieur! je n'ai pas crit, 
ni croi-je, que le neant met un terme a mon 
exiſtence. Tout eſt Réſurection dans la Na- 
ture; voila une vèritè conſolante. ſe corgois 
que la mort eſt une conſequence nèceſſaire de 
la naifſuncez & rien peut Ebranler cette grande 
VErite, que tout Emane d'un principe univerſel. 


Spinoza lui: mème ne pouvait autrement 
qu'admettre dans la Nature qu'une puiſſance in- 
telligente neceſſaire. 


Notre 
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Notre portion d'intelligence invente des loix 
de Societe bonnes ou mauvaiſes, elle ſe fait de 
prEjuges utils ou funeſtes; nous n'allons gueres 
au de la. | | 


Le Grand etre eſt fort, mais les emanations 
ſont neceſſairement faibles. Nous ſommes auſſi 
nèceſſairement bornes que le Grand etre eſt né. 
ceſſairement immenſe. Voila tout ce que je fais 
par ce faible rayon de lumière emane du ſoleil 
des eſprits. | 


Mais pourquoi ceux, qui ont decouvert tou- 
tes les loix de mouvement, reſtent-ils dans une 
profonde ignorance de la cauſe de nos maux? 
Cicero chercha en vain & nous dit autant : c'eſt 
preciſement que notre raiſon n'eſt qu'une petite 
portion de Vintelligence du Grand tre. 


Or le mal, parmi le bien, nous crible & 
nous peEnetre de tous cotes, comme la cigue 
pouſſe parmi les fleurs. Le mal eſt par tout, 
& le bien eſt ſon voiſin. 


Mon eſtomac digere par une meEcanique ad- 
mirable qui fait le bien au corps, ſans que 
mon eſprit s'en pourrait meler, Mais quand 
une pierre fe forme dans ma veflie, c'eſt par 
cette meme mecanique admirable. Des ſucs 
pierreux paſſent petit a petit dans man ſang, 
ils ſe filtrent dans les reins, paſſent par les 

. uretres, ſe depoſent par ma veſlie & fe raſ- 
ſemblent par une attraction Newtonienne. Le 
caillou ſe forme, ſe groſſit, & je ſouffre des 


maux mille fois pire que la mort, par le plus 
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bel arrangement du corps. Un Medicin vient 
m'enfoncer un fer aigue & traychant dans le 


périnée, ſaiſit ma pierre avec ſes pincettes, elle 


ſe briſe dans ſes efforts, par une mecaniſme 


néceſſaire qui me fait mourir dans des tourmens 


affreux: Le mal eſt donc voiſin du bien dans 


mon corps, comme en ce monde. 5 


L'orgueil eſt un vice, mais ce vice a bdti ce 
bel edifice la Societe, L'avarice eſt un vice qui 
accouche de h prudence. Le vanite a pour 
mere Pinduſtrie, Le courage eſt une qualité 
heureuſe commun aux ſcelerats comme aux 
grands hommes. Un brigand habile, place a la 
tete d'une armee, peut devenir un grand hé- 


ros: Un homme, qui tue ſon frere pour ſon 
propre interet, eſt un monſtre; mais s'il ne 


peut ſauver ſa Patrie, autrement qu'en immo- 
lant fon frere, il eſt un homme divin. Voila 
la vertu qui reſuſcite d'un crime atroce. 


Le lieux, od nous naiſſons & Veducation 
nous donnent les opinions. Nè a Conſtantino- 
ple jaurai mèpriſè la religion chret ienne comme 
Muſelman. Sur les bords du Gange Paurai 
adore une vache. Le Dieu Tien, auroit eu 
mes offrandes a la Chine. Le bouf Apis en 
Egypte. Sammonocodom eut été mon Dieu 
en Siamois. PJaurois ſuivi le dogme de Zoro- 
afire aux Indes, & devenu payen en Afri- 
que. Mais partout je recontre le bien & le 


mal, le vice & la vertu. Mais pourquoi le 


vice exiſte· t ii & pourquoi le mal eſt il neceſ- 
ſajre? Voici une queſtion. Nous ne pouvons 
etre admis a tous les ſecrets du Grand tre, 

de 
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de meme que nous ne pouvons ſoulever qu'une 
quantite determinèe de matière. 


Mais que veut dire ce mot Neanz? Jen ai 
aucune idee Je ſuis aſſervi a des loix Eternel- 


les comme tous les globes, qui rempliſſent l'e- 


ſpace; auſſi ne ſuis-je devenu de rien, car la 
ſubſtance de mon pere & de ma mere qui m'a 
porie dans ſes flanes neuf mois, eſt quelque 
choſe. Le germe qui m'a produit n'a pu eEtre 
produit de rien. Ma conception, toute puſilla- 
nime a la force d'atteindre a I'Etre neceſlaire 
exiſtant par lui meme, & n'a pas la force de 
concevoir le neant. Un ſeul atome me prouve 
'Eternite de Pexiſtance, mais rien me prouve le 
néant. Je ſuis une partie néceſſaire du grand 
tout, ou comme dit Timee, un point entre 
deux eternites; or il m'eſt impoſſible de com- 
prende ce grand tout & ſon Maitre, qui m'en- 


gloutiſſent de toutes parts, Peut-Ctre parvien- 


draj-je par un changement à la portee de quel - 
ques lueurs de vraiſemblance, qui m'eclairera 
dans la profonde nuit de la Nature. 


Il ſuffit que nous ſommes I'ouvrage de la ſu- 


prème Sageſſe. Voila une verité conſolante. 


Mais de ſavoir par la Philoſophie en quel tems 
il fit Phomme, ce qu'il faiſait au paravant, s'll 
eſt dans la maticre, ce ſont des recherches, qui 
redoublent en moi le ſentiment de mon igno» 
rance profonde. Nous ſommes ſon ouvrage, 
auſſi la preuve en eſt elle palpable. Dans mon 
corps tout eſt moyen & fin, tout eſt reſſort, 
poulie, force mouvante, machine hydraulique, 


une 
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une intelligence; car certes ce ne furent point 
mes parens à qui je dois cet arrangement; 
ils ſavaient gueres ce qu'ils faiſaient en me met- 
tant au monde, & ne furent que les aveugles 
inſtrumens de cet eternel Fabricateur, qui anime 
le Ciron, & fait marcher dans ſon orbite V':ſtre 
Syrius. Ceft une verite indubitable de meme, 
comme le quarre de Ja revolution de toute 
Planete eſt comme le cube de ſa diſtance au 
Soleil. 


Quel arrapgement etonnant dans ce ver, 


que nous Ecraſons ſans attention de nos pieds, 
& quel ordre immutable dans cet aſtre ſi loin de 
notre vue! 1 82 artifice ſurprenant dans or- 
| one de Vouie! C'eſt un hèlice à tours anfras 
ctueux, qui determine les onduiations de Vair 
vers une coquille formee en entonnoir; Pair, 
preſſe dans cet entonnoir, entre dans Vos pier- 
reux & va frapper le tambour, leg6&rement ap- 
puye ſur le marteau, par quelle voie les ſons 
entrent dans les cerveiets; & par une nieme 
incuſtrie merveilleuſe la lumiere entre mes yeux 


fans les bleſſer, par des traits fi fins qu'il ſem- 


ble n'ètre rien entre eux & le nEant, & avec 
une rapidite inconcevable, peignent dans la re- 
tire les objets dont ils' apportent les contour 8, 
en tragant nette Timage du quart du ciel. 


La mort des hommes ne peut rompre la 
chaine immenſe, qui lie les ètres, comme les 
revolutions dans nos royaumes ne ſauroient al- 
terer les cours des Planètes. 


La foi, la redemption & la rEvelation ſont 
G des 


1 
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des auger pour leſquels j'ai un profond re- 

ſpect; & je remercie la Providence de m'avoir 

fait connoitre a la fin de mes jours un homme 

vertueux a qui j'ai Phonneur de faire connoitre 

par la preſente quelques idées de mon ſenti- 

ment, en l'aſſurant d'étre avec une profonde 
veneration, | 

MONSIEUR! 


Votre 
(Ligne) | | 
| | F. ME YER. 


— — 


No, my dear Sir! I never have 
believed, nor can I yet believe, that nihility 
places a term to my exiſtence, In Nature, all 
is reſurrection ; and that is a confolitary truth. 
J underftand, that death is a neceſſary conſe 


quence of birth; and nothing can deſtroy this 

| important reality, That all emanates from an f 
7 univerſal principle. | i 
Spinoſa himſelf could do no other wiſo than a 

admit, in Nature, a neceſſary, powerful Intel. 1 

kgence. 00 

Our portion of intelligence invents the to 

laws of ſociety, good or bad; it forms to itſelf i 87 

prejudices, eirher utile or hurt ful; ; and ſcarcely KY 

can we attain to any thing more. 5 

The Supreme Being is powerful; but the Pe 

” | emanations are necetl: willy weak. We are un cer 


neccilarily boundad, as the Supreme Being s 
necefJari!y 


ave 
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>, all 
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neceſſarily immenſe. This is all that I know 
through the faint ray that emanates from the 


ſpiritual ſun. 


But why do thoſe who have diſcovered all 


the laws of motion; why do thoſe remain in 
profound ignorance as to the cauſe of evil ? 
Cicero ſearched for it in vain; having told us 
no more than this: It is priciſely that our 
* reaton is only a ſmall portion of the Supreme 
* Being's intelligence.” = 


In the mean time, evil among the good, 
ſearces and penetrates us on all ſides, as weeds 
ſpring up in the midſt of flowers, Evil is 
every-where; and fo is good too. | 


My ſtomach digeſts by means of an admi- 
rable mechaniſm, which conveys good to my 
body, without needing the interference of my 
ſpirit. Bur when a ſtone forms in my bladder, 
it is in conſequence of the ſame admirable me- 
chaniſm. The gravelly juices paſs by degrees 


into my blood; they filtrate in the reins; paſs 


over the ureters 5 depofit themſelves in my 


bladder; and there concrete through a News 


tonian attraction. The calloſity forms, and 


grows bigger; while I ſuffer a thouſand ago- 


nies worſe than death, notwithſtanding the beau- 
tiful arrangement of my body. The ſurgeon 
thruſts a sharp and cutting inſtrument into the 
perineum, and graſps the ſtone with his pin- 
cers: they break in conſequence of his endea - 
vours, through a neceſſary mechaniſm, and [ 
undergo a frightful and tormenting death. 
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Evil then, as in the world, is next to the god 


in my body. 


Pride is a vice: but this vice has founded 
the beautiful edifice, Society. Avarice is a 
vice, but it brought forth Prudence. Vanity 
has Induſtry for a mother. Courage is a for- 
tunate quality; but as common to villains as 
to great men. An able highwayman, placed 
at the head of an army, may become a great 
hero. A man who kills his brother from mo- 
tives of ſelf. intereſt, is a monſter: but if he 
cannot fave his country, otherwiſe than by 
immolating his own brother, he is a divinity. 
See, thus, the virtue chat reſuſcitates from an 
atrocious crime! 


The places where we are born and educa- 
ted, give us our opinions. Brought into ihe 
world at Conſtantinople, I should have deſpiſed 
the Chriſtian religion, as a Muſſulman. On 
the borders of the Ganges, I should have ador- 
t. The God Tien would have had 
my oblations in China, In Egypt, the Ox 


Apis. Sammonocodom had been _ God in 


Stam — I should have followed the dogmas of 
Zoroaſter in India; and, in Africa, been a Pa- 
gan. But every-where I find good and evil; 
virtue and vice. Why does vice cxiſt; and 
wherefore is evil neceſſary? That is a queſ- 
tion! We cas as little be admitted to all the ſe- 
crets of the Supreme Being, as we should lift 
more than a determined quantity of mutter. 


But whit Ceniiics the word N „ching ? Ot 
| this 
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this I have not the ſmalleſt idea. I am ſub- 
ject:d to etetpal laws, even as all the globes 
which occupy the immenſity of ſpace: thus did I 
not originate from nothing; for the ſubſtance 
of my father, and of my mother who carried 
me nine months in her womb, is certainly ſome- 
thing. The germ which produced me, could 
not be produced from nothing. My con- 


ception, however trifling and mean, had never- 
theleſs ſuffici-nt force to bring me to that ſtate 


of being which veceſſarily exiſts of itſeif, and 
without the power to comprehend what 70- 
thing is. A ſingle atom proves to me the 
eternity of exiſtence; but what aſſures me no- 
thing has a place? I am a neceſlary part of 


the great whole; or, as {imeus ſaid, 4 point 
between iwo eternities, Now it is impoſſible 


for me to comprehend this great whole and its 
Maſter, that ſwallows me up on all ſides. Per- 


| haps J shall, by a change, be conducted to ſome 


glimmering of probability, that may enlighten 


me in the profound night of Nature. 


It is ſufficient, that we are the work of 
Divine Wiſdom. That is a comfortable truth. 


Bur, by philoſophy, to know at what time that 
Wiſdom made mankind; what it previouſly 


performed; and if it be of material conſiſtence; 
theſe are reſcarches that redouble in me the 


ſentiment of my profound ignorance. We 
are the work of that wiſe Being; and the evi · 
dence of it is beyond a doubt. In my body, 


all is middle and end; all elaſticity; all 
moving force. My frame is an hydraulic 
machine; a chymical laboratory, It is, then, 
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arranged by an Intelligence; for certainly it was 
not my parents to whom I owe this arrange- 
ment; they were ſcarcely conſcious of what 
they did in bringing me to the world; they 
were no more than blind inſtruments of that 
eternal Architect, who animates the Ciron *, and 
direfts in his orbit the planet Sirius. It is a 


truth equally indubitable as that the ſquare of 


the revolution of each planet is as oy cube of 
its diſtance from the Sun. 


What an aſtonishing arrangement is there 
in the worm, that we crush, without attention, 


under our feet; and what immutable order 


in that ſtar ſo far removed from our view! 
What wonderful artifice in the organ of hears 
ing! It is a helix to an anfractuous circle; 
that determines the undulations of the air to- 


wards a shell formed as a funnel: the air, preſ- 


{ed in this funnel, enters the ſtony bone, and ſtrikes 
the tympanum, lightly reſting on the hammer; 
and by this road the ſounds penetrate the hind- 
parts of the brain. By the ſame marvellous 
induſtry, light enters my eyes without wounding 
them, by traits ſo fine, that there ſeems not to 
be any thing between them and nothipg; and 
painting, with inconceivable rapidity, in the 
net - ke tunic of the eye, objects of which 
they bear the contours in tracing the {mooth 
image of one heavenly PRs 


The death of men cannor diſturb that 
immenſe chain which connetts beings together; 


* A ſmall inſect, almoſt imperceptible. 
5 | | as 
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1 
a8 the revolutions in our kingdoms are ineapa · 
ble of altering the Planetary ſyſtem. | 


Faith, redemption, and revelation, are my» 
ſteries for which I entertain a profound reſpeCt 
and I thank Providence who has brought me 
acquainted, at the end of my days, with à vir- 
tudus man, to whom I have the honour of im- 
parting, herewith, ſome idea of my ſentiments z 
while, at the ſame time, I aſſure him with what 
profound veneration I am, &c. | 


(Signed) F. MEYER. 


This letter is extremely ſingular; and, if it 
muſt be conſidered as his creed, I cannot help 
ſaying that it is muck beneath what I have fre- 
quently heard him advance. The letter is re- 
plete with palpable abſurdities, and the moſt 
. flagrant contradictions; and nearly deſtitute of 
all conſiſtency. His ſtarts from one object to 
another, are aſtonishingly great; and I ſuſpect. 
with ſome degree of reaſon, that the greateſt 
ok of it is borrowed from ſome Work or 

ragment; for neither the reflections nor the 
ſtile ſtrike me as new: moreover, the language 
is clearly unequal; the beginning and the end 
do not ſeem of a piece with the body of the 


compoſition. Some parts appear to be the 


ſtile of an Englishman writing French; others, 
ſeem the production of a perſon who is maſter 
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highly cuipable in a man like Meyer, to whom 


E 


of the language, 1 its moſt difficult terms. In 
short, the whole is an artifice, deviſed by the 
priſoner, for the purpoſe of concealing his real 
ſentiments from the gentleman to whom that 
letter was addreſſed. The predominating ideas 
In it, are not only directed againſt Revelation, 


but contrary to the truths of a pure natural 


religion; and I repeat, that, in tranquil mo- 
ments, he converſed much better, much more 
reaſonable; and that the whole letter is a defence 
of the doctrine of Fatality, with which he was 
frequently enamoured. It may, however, be 
gathered from thence, that the culprit was in 
reality what I have repreſented him, and by 
no means a ſtupid, Profeſſional thief, or wan- 
dering beggar. 


If I can in any-wiſe flatter myſelf with 
the conſolation of having convinced him of any 
thing, it related alone to the immortality of ihe 
foul ; accountableneſs for our actions; and the 
beneficial or injurious conſequences of our be- 
hayiour in the world, at à future period 
As to the Goſpel redemption, and the doctrine 
of Faith, I could only, in ſome degree, diminish 
his doubts; remove his pre- conceived animo- 
fity towards it ; and produce in his mind a 
hope of ſalvation in that way — if it were the 


_ right one! but he did not manifeſt the ſmalleſt 


belief. All Eis hope and belief was after the 
Socratic ſtile ; imperfections which were ex- 
cuſable in Socrates, becauſe he had not the ad- 
vantage of ſuperior light; but, at the ſame time, 


the 


< reward, and a dagger his laſt reſource !' 


{ws 1. 


the ſalutary way was imparted in the cleareſt 
and moſt earneſt manner. 


Oh! could I make known to every - one, 
that forgets his God, the road to eternal happie 


neſs! to a God who takes no delight in the 


death of ſinners] a God who, through Jxsus, 
has proclaimed ſalvation to the wickedeſt of 
men! a God who waits to be merciful, from a 
conviction that o one ever yer abandoned the 
adorable God, without parting with tranquillity * ! 
Could I, with effect, thus conjure the ſo- 
called philoſophers of the preſent age: See 
* this melancholy example, and no more con- 
© taminate the minds of youth by tenets of unbe- 
lief! You ſee that neither birth. bonour, edu- 
cation, rank, riches, addreſs, bel air, nor any 
thing elſe that exalts one man above another. 
can conſerve the young and inexperienced 
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the conſequence ignominy, profound af- 
fliction his miſerable portion, execrations his 


* 


Preachers of Philanthropy! do not rob us, 
then, of our children's ſalvation | Could 
I, in the heart of every expanding youth, cauſe 
my voice thus to penetrate, ſo that the echo 
might continually reſound - Rejoice, O young 
© man! in your youth: let your heart delight 


© irſeif in your early years: walk in the 


* Livy, who was not a Chriſtian, obſerves, 


That roſperity attends him who follows God, but 


adverſity thoſe who contemn Him — Omnia proſpere 
eveniſſe ſequentibus Deos, adver/a ſpernentibus. 


paths 


being that deſerts his God: his fall is fin, 
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© paths of your hearts, and indulge in the proſpects 
that appear to your eyes: BUT KNOW THAT GOD, 
© FOR ALL THESE THINGS, SHALL CALL YOU 
* BEFORE His JUDGMENT SEAT ' Do not de- 
ceive yourſelves ; God will not be mocked !! 


Humiliating contemplation for human ar. 
rogance!... So immeaſureably deep fell a young 


Nobleman, of ſuch ability, and ſuch promiſe! 


What remains for us, if we do not perpetually 
keep on our guard, and ſeaſonably offer up our 
prayers ? We freely ſport, in the days of 
libertiniſm, with what is called pretended ori- 
ginal fin, and lift ourſelves up with an arro- 
gance of ſoul: each one, who lives after his 
own heart, will find a muddy current of ideas, 


=» 29 proven paſſions, deſires, deſigns, and pro- 
pe 


s, that lead the very reverſe of the road 
to God, and all ſpiritual concerns, but that corpo- 
rally bend to the things of this world. The root 
of evil, in us all, is the ſame; but the fruits of 
It are various: how neceſlary is it, then, that 
we pray againſt temptation ! 


1 | 
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CHAP. .Vk 
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1 ON the firft viſit which 1 
made the unfortunate priſoner, he treated me 
with marked indifference; a conduct, however, 
which did not appear ſtrange to me, as I knew 
by experience the notions that this kind of men 
entertain of divines, without making any diſ- 
tinction as to their tenets, I therefore ſaw 
clearly, that, if I would render the youth any 


ſervice, I had previouſly to win his regard and 


confidence, For this purpoſe, I profeſſed to 
participate in his misfortunes, and aſſured him 
that the object of my viſit was not, by any 
means, to hurt his feelings; but, on the 
contrary, to render his' remaining moments 


agreeable and utile; to enable him to encounter 


death without diſmay; and to ſubmit himſelf to 
the will of Providence. He anſwered, in the 
politeſt manner, That this was deſtiny, the de- 
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Names as may, in conſequence, be offered, 
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cree of Fate, and the immutable order of things; 
that we muſt ſubmit to its diſpenſations ; and 
that I, doubtleſs, as a preacher of the reformed 
religion. would coincide with him, and certainly 
muſt believe, that his misfortunes were pre- 
determined, and that thus it was out of his 
power to prevent what had happened“. 


My conciliatory manner ſeemed to meet 
his approbation; he became more friendly and 


more communicative. On the queſtion which 


naturally aroſe from his ſpiral attack on Prede- 
{tination.. the creed which he embraced. . he in- 
formed me, with courteous openneſs, that he 
was born and educated a Lutheran; that he 


allo held the morality of the Chriſtian religion 


Having it in contemplation to tranſlate, at a fu- 
ture oppor:unity, the intereſting Converſations on Ic! + 
gious and philoſophical Subjects, whica occurred be- 
tween MEV ER and our earned, pious, and worthy 


Divine, we shall here content ourſelves, at preſent, with 


detailing the principal opinions, doubts, and objeQ:;ons, 
which aroſe in the Priconer's mind; reſerving, for that 
Work the chief part of the Minitter's arguments and con- 
cluſions. As theſe Converifations OCCupy a great por- 
tion of our Author's juſtly admired Publication, we now 
inform our Readers that the Price will nevertheleſs be 
no more than Three Shillings and Six-pence; and that 
it will be printed, in order to preſerve a ü ſtrict unifor- 
mity, on the ſame Letter, and a Paper equally good as 


that of the preſent Pamphlet. As the great importance, 


and utility of our deſign, cannot poſſibly be queſtioned, 
it is our carneſt wish to receive Subſcriptions, for the 
purpoſe of facilitating the execution of this Plan ; nor 
can the ſmalleſt objection, we truit, be offered to our 
Propoſal, as we do not expect that Payment should oc- 
cur before delivery, Every Bookſeller in Town and 
Country, excluſive of the PUBLISHER, will receive ſuch 


as 


k 


as the beſt ethical ſyſtem; and that SR 
tertained the higheſt eſteem for Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom he ranged with Moſes, Socrates, and 


Confucius; leaving, however, the dogmas and 
myſteries for what they were: in short, that 


he was @ Philoſopher! After ſpeaking, at ſome 
length, on our Saviour's mediation, I told him, 
that the object of my errand was this: Dear 
« fellow-ſinner! however deeply you are fallen, 
© God will yet ſuffer you to find him ; his for- 
 bearance {till leaves open the path to con- 


© verſion; to-day, ever, is the word of ſalva- 


© tion ſent you: believe, then, in the name of 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou chat be 
© faved, Having ſaid this, he ſurveyed me in the 
moſt ſignificant manner. I Clearly perceived 
that his attention was arreſted, and that he in- 
ſpired a greater share of confidence. He had, 
he ſaid, formed quite an oppoſite opinion of 


the. Scctariſts: it would, therefore, give 


him pleaſure to diſcourſe with enlightened men, 


on matters of religion, as a philoſopher; and 
my conſtant viſits, or tho'e of my brethren, 


would afford him the higheſt ſatisfation. Thus 


I found that the object of my firſt viſit was 


accomplishedz and that the avenues to his heart 
were open, From that period we began, in 
ſome wiſe, to know each other. | 


In the courſe of a ſubſequent converſation, 
he confeſſed, that Voltaire had ccntributed 
moſt to cfFace the firſt impreſſions made on 
his juvenile mind: and, on my asking him, if 
* bis ſyſtem, then, which had ſo ſoft a foun- 

ED dation, 
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© dation, muſt not neceſſarily produce a ſlender 
© edifice? if it was poflible that he, at thoſe 
© tender years, could poſſeſs ſufficient knowledge 
© to form a proper judgment of his father's 
ſentiments, and the looſe ſubtilties of Voltaire? 
he shrugged up one shoulder, ardently preſſed 
my hand, and in broken accents exclaimed, 
* Ah! mon Ami” It was an anſwer that 
reſulted from ſenſibility and embarrafsment. He 
then ſpoke of his dear mother, and wept bit- 
 terly. + N | 


I obſerved to him, that youth generally 
received nothing more than /ight freth, as evi- 
dence againſt religion; that thoſe who diſſemi- 
pate unbelief, commonly attack the youthful 
heart on its weakeſt ſide, on that of pride and 
ambition; and that the purport of their argu- 
ments might thus be taken: No man of 
« ſenſe, at preſent, enſlaves himſelf to a ſpiritual 
teacher! They muſt promulgate ſomething 
© for the ſake of bread; and they are either 
too ignorant, or too intimately concerned, to 
* acknowledge that the whole is nothing more 
© than fanaticiſm. A low, grovelling mind, 
© may catch at the bait; but a youth of addreſs 
© and of taſte.... or a man who ſees with his 
© own eyes.... is not to be fo eaſily bhood- 
© winked! In the mean time, theſe cavillers 
eſtablish no one ſolid argument, tut ſcoff and 
laugh at what cannot be overturned : they ri- 
dicule the devout; inſult the Teachers of Chriſ- 
tianity; and exterminate the fragments of con- 
{ſcience with an... O! O! it cannot be other- 
© wiſe! ... The priſoner was too honourable 

| | 0 
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to ſuppreſs, ar to conceal, the confuſion which 
thefe remarks, occaſioned: in fact, he could not 


help blysbing, 
_ purſued, that the defires and the paſſions 


find an intereſt in nourishing doubts that are 


detrimental to religion, At firſt, he was ſilent 


when I asked him if, in the vortex of Juxury 


and licentiouſneſs, he had not frequently re- 
joiced, that his conſcience was enabled, through 
the aid of ridicule, to ſet religious apprehen- 
ſions at defiance ? and if he should have che- 
rished ſo many objections to Chriſtianity, if its 
doctrine had not condemned his conduct? 


He endeavoured to divert my purpoſe, by 
ſaying, That he never had made any oppoſition 


to the moral doctrine of the Goſpel ; but alone 


to the incredible dogmas, which did not accord 
_ with prabability. But I asked bim, if it was 
not in the higheſt degree ſingular, that he and his 


brother philoſophers should take ſuch unaccount- 


able trouble to controvert things which they 
conſidered of no importance; while, at the 


ſame time, they utterly negleted what was 


ſaid to be worthy of admiration, and what them- 
ſelves held as neceſſary? And what, then, he 


had done to fashion his heart and actions accord- 


ing to the charming morality of the Goſpel? 
Dear Meyer! ſaid I to him, your own 
© heart tells you, that you are unfortunate : 
« you complain of your deſtiny, and murmur 
* againſt your Creator. Gladly would | fee 


* you happy and prepared; and neither the one 


© nor the other would be wanting, if, in con- 
| _ © formity 
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© formity to the Goſpel, you believed in God 


through Jgsos Carrsr., Would your in- 
© clination to call his Divinity in queſtion, have 


© been half ſo ſtrong, if your defire had been 

© greater to live according to his precepts ? 

Nou, an opinion that is founded on immora- 
© lity, muſt ſtrike you as ſuſpicious. Recol- 

* le& yourſeif 5 again inveſtigate your own 

© doubts; form an idea of what- you venture 
© with regard to eternity, provided you deceive. 
© yourſelf; and ſupplicate God to shew you the 

© Jovelineſs of truth. | 


_ He was evidently affected at what I had 
ſaid; but ſtrove to recover himſelf by attacking 
me. in his turn. Iheologiſts, he anſwered, 
were all crippled with one diſeaſe ; each had 
his ſyſtem, on which more zeal was beſtowed 
than on the Goſpel itſelf ; freedom and enquiry 
were hunted from the Church by Confeſſion, For- 
mule Conor diæ, and ſynodical decrees, Eu- 
lightened Theologiſts, he ſaid, acknowledged 
this at preſent; and the others even blindly fol- 
lowed particular prejudices ; doing preciſely that 
of which 1 aceuſed him and his philoſophy, 


* * * * * 
Reſpecting Confeſſion and Formula, T re- 


plied, he well knew that theſe, among the Pro- 
teſtants, were nothing more than ſocial laws, 


the utility of which he could not deny: that 


they were no checks to the inveſtigation of 
truth, ſo long as nobody was conſtrained to 
become or to cominue a member of any relt- 

| gious 
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pious ſociety, I asked him, what he would 
think of a muſician; who claimed the liberty 


of playing what tune he pleaſed, at a concert, 


without paying the ſmalleſt attention to the 


ſymphony? And I alſo begged ro know if he 
was member of any Society or Inſtitution 2? 
Ves, he ſaid; he was a Free-Maſon Well, 
then, purſued 1, would that body receive any 


man for a brother, who endeavoured to alter, 


agreeably to his own obſtinate will, the words, 


the ſigns. the tokens, the dreſs; and the cuſtoms, 
or refuſed to obey the laws, of that order ? 


The priſoner felt the force of this reaſoning; 
but obſerved, That unprejudiced Th-ologitts - 


thought very unfavourably of Formulas. 


With reſpect to the exiſtence of a Superior 


Being, we had no difference: he acknowledged 


one God, diſtinct from the world; and for 
whom he profeſſed to entertain the greateſt re- 


verence 3 admitting Him as the ſource of all 


that good which mortals enjoy, and therefore 


worthy the love, the homage, arid the confi- 


dence of all mankind, However, as to the 
qualities, who and what God was, he at firſt 
manifeſted great reſerve: he felt that this had 
too great an influence on the dectrine of moral 
evil, our reſponſibility to God, and conſequently 
ailo the doctrine of punishments and recon- 
citation with the Divine Being: he therefore 
hid himſelf behind a ſtated reverence, that God 


was not comprehenſible, and could much leſs 


be a ſubject of diſcuſſion, He dared not, how- 
"= ever: 
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ever, to controvert me, when TI inſiſted, that 


God muſt be a moſt perfect Being, in whom all 


phyſical and moral excellencies were concentred | 


according to the beſt poſſible manner, without 


diſtinction, without modification, without con- 


trariety, and after a form of the pureſt, the 
moſt indiviſible, and the completeſt Unity. 


He attributed the Creation to God ; but 


acknowledged rather a creation of form than of 


matter, in the taſte of moſt, if not all, the an- 
cient philoſophers. This was neceſſary, for 
ſupporting his favourite doctrine of Fatality; 
and, to shield himſelf from the force of my 
arguments, he employed a variety of ſubtilties; 
nor, after all, would he depart from his de- 
claration, That infinity and perfection were 


incomprehenſible; and that, thus, he could not 


reaſon on the qualities of the Godhead. We 
« derive all knowledge,“ ſaid he, through 
© medium of the organs; and, as the Godlike 
© Being does not fall within the boundaries of 


the ſenſes, fo alſo do 1 remain ignorant of 


that Being: nor can I eſteem all that has been 
« {aid on the ſubject, as any thing more than 
© naked ſpeculation, and the fantaſies of human 
8 wiſdom. © 


4 # * „* # 


Oneof my friends accommodated the priſoner 


with a French Bible, becauſe he had experienced 
fome ditficulty in reading the Dutch tranſla- 
tion. I therefore pointed out ſome particular 
paltages, which I begged him to read, m_ 
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would furnish us with matter for our purpoſed 
converſations on religious ſubjects. When I 
ſaw him the morning after he had received the 
Bible before mentioned, I found the following 
lines written in it by him; being the prayer — or 
what is ſo called — with which Voltaire con- 
_ cludes his poetic compoſition; entitled, La 

Loi Naturelle: 


1 


Fl 


Dieu, qu'on mEconnait, 6 Dieu! que tout annonce, 
Entends les derniers mots que ma bouche prononce, 
Si je me ſuis trompè c'eſt en cherchant ta loi; | 
Mon cœur peut s egarer, mais il eſt plein de toĩ: 

Je vois, ſans m'alarmer, Petzrnite paraitre, | 
Et je ne puis penſer, qu'un Dieu, qui m'a fait naitre, 
Qu'un Dieu, qui ſur mes jours verſa tant de bienfaits, 
Quand mes jours ſont Eteints, me tourmente à jamais. 


o 
, 
. P 


. O God! miſunderſtood! O God! atinounc'd by all! 
| Hear th' concluding words, that from my mouth now fall : 
* If ere I fed deceit, 'twas ſearching for your law; 
f Erring, my heart may ſtray; but, ſtill, 'tis full of awe; 
E Without alarm, I fee eternity appear; 
| And cannot think the God, whoſe wiſdom fent me here, 
n That God, to whom I num'rous benefactions owe, 
n Will ſentence me, at laſt, to never-ceaſiug woe. 
n 
„ Thhis circumſtance introduced a converſi- 
tion on Godlike Juſtice. © No, ſaid he to 
| me, God, for whom J have the higheſt re- 
er © yerence, I cannot conſider as an unmereiful 
ed * Avenger; a cruel tyrant, who takes pleaſure 
la- in rendering his creatures unhappy: this is 
lar alone a terrific idea, formed by men who eſti- 
it mate the Supreme Being according to them- 
uuld H 2 © ſelves; 
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© ſelves. True Wiſdom can view God only 


© as a loving, affectionate, and beneficent 


© Father,” 


© No other idea,” anſwered I, © would 


I wish you to form of the Chriſtian God; of 


our Saviour's Father. He is the Father of 
clemency ; he is good to all; his mercy is 
every-where conſpicuous in his works; and 


even in the death of finners, as I have told 


you before, he takes no delight,” The pri- 


ſoner liſtened attentively for a moment; and, 


I took that opportunity to shew him that even 
the vileſt culprit, by humiliation, belief, and 
repentance, might obtain eternal life through 
the merits of our Saviour. He preſſed my 
hand; and a tear ſtarted from his eye: but he 
quickly begun an attack on me, having ſtill the 
Godlike Juſtice in view, He infiſted, that the 


Supreme Being was much too great, much too 


exalted, to receive any poſſible injury from the 
actions of his creatures. Having amply an- 
ſwered him on this point, and demonſtrated the 


neceſſity of morul order, over which the Al- 


mighty preſides, he rejoined: Yes! but every 
< ſpecies of juſtice indicates a certain duty and 
© obligation; and God is by no means indebted 
© to the creature.” The remarks which I made 
in conſequence of this obſervation, appeared to 
meet the priſoner's conſent. But, after a short 
pauſe, his defire to ſupport the doctrine of Fa- 
tality, again roſe uppermoſt; the only thing cal- 
culated to calm his agitated conſcience. * Ad- 
mit that God,“ ſaid he, © has created the 
world, after his ſupremeſt deſign; our moral 

© actions, 
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£ ations, as every thing elſe that occurs, de- 


© pend now, nevertheleſs, on a once fixed order, 


according to which all proceeds, neceſſarily 
happens, and that, too, without the interfer- 
* ence of a particular and daily operating pro 
5 vidence,” 


He made a greater ſtand on the following 


common queſtion againſt Providence, which 1s 
to be found in a hundred Fragments, = 


© The artiſt who makes a clock, that ſeldom re. 


* quires winding up, is certainly greater than he 
* whoſe work requires daily attention, Now 
imagine a clock that wants only to be wound 
up once in an age; what a wonderful idea 
Should we form of the inventor's skill! But, 
again, ſuppoſe one that, being finished, 
NEVER needed winding up; should we not 
call it a perfect clock? — Now, the perfect 
God has certainly produced the beſt piece of 
art; and which world is, then, the moſt per- 
fect? That which, being once created, pur- 
ſues its courſe according to a ſettled and fixed 
order? or that which wants to be daily ſet in 
motion; and by a particular and momentary 
Providence, muſt be governed and kept in its 
revolving direction? 


1 admitted that, in Niechan m 


production of art is that certainly which wants 
the leaſt aid to ſet it in motion; but inſiſted, 
that the moſt ſurpaſſing effort of art ſtill con- 
tinues a machine: and should, then, the moſt 
perfect work of God; should the beſt poſſible 
world; be a world of ſimple machines? 1 

1 0 


2 . PR * 
— ents HEN 3 


r 126 ? 


of courſe, all the miſchief which theſe machines 
occaſion, muſt be aſcribed to the Maker alone. 
I therefore requeſted him to let his conſcience 
ſpeak for a moment; and then conſider if he 
dared expreſs himſelf as follows, without abhor- 
rence ; I have not acted amiſs, but rightly: 
© God himſelf, through me, has committed bur- 
© plaries, and indulged in debauchery, exceſs, &c. 
J am a machine, that have no conſciouſneſs 
£ of my actions, and therefore am not reſpon- 
© fible for my crimes! I asked him, if it 
would not be more ſuitable to ſay: Far is 
God from impiety: he has a thouſand times 
© forewarned me, by my conſcience : I have, 
© from conſiderations that originated with my- 
© ſelf, with ſelf-conſciouſneſs, and voluntarily, 
© perpetrated immoral deeds. Yes, God per- 
* mitted it; but was he obliged to prevent 
© that evil which, of my own free will, 1 choſe 
to commit? I have never beſeeched him to 
© conſerve me; and, when he ſpoke to my 
if © heart, I neglected thoſe intimations, and ba- 
| nnished them from my thoughts! The crime, 
the ignominy is mine! Woe unto me! that 
* have thus tranſgreſſed againſt my God *Y 


* * * * * 


. 
* 


* Finding it utterly impoſſible, in the narrow 
Pace to which we are now confined, to give a ſatiſ- 
tactory idea ot our Author's excellent arguments on 
| the qucltions and doubts ſtarted by the priſoner 
_— | MEYER, We mult, from neceſſity be contented, hence - 
| | forth, to ſtate alone thoſe points which that extraor- 
1 8 dinary Culprit adduced; as well with a view to give 
45 | the Reaijcr a better Conception. of his character, as to 
; shew the importance of a Propoſual intimated in the 


— 5 * IQ * _ 
* "oy * 7 . e * Ps 2 edge ” — 


— A 
et” 
r 


Hote, Page 116.— 
; | MEveER, 


Cp ] 

Meyer | © It is certain that God, in the 
government of the world, has accomplished 
his purpoſes, at leaſt with reſpe& to viſible Na- 
ture, according to immutable laws framed by 
himſelf : the revolutions of the planets, the 
ſucceſſion of ſeaſons, the developement of the 
germs of plants and trees, the generation of 
animals, and particularly that of man, all occur 


in conformity to certain laws and regulations: 
what, then, is more natural, than that our achieve- 


ments, alſo, should be guided by ſimilar laws ? 
that we are formed by, and a& according to, 
ſuch determinate, though to us imperceptible, 
regulations? That, conſequently, what is called 
our moral actions, proceed from an internal 
neceſlity of thoſe laws ; that thus there is not, 


properly, any ſuch thing as moral evil; and that 


our affected liberty reſides alone in an ambitious 
imagination? | | 


S $ * * * 


Is there indeed moral good and evil? Is 
there virtue and vice, with. relation to God ? 
Or, rather, is not good and evil, honour and 
dishonour, founded alone on ſocial engagements 
and on human laws? This, at leaſt, is certain, 
that the concluſion, what virtue is, depends on 
national opinions and the civil laws that are in 
conſequence enacted. For example, bigamy 


in Turkey, nudity among the Negroes, 


robbery with the Arabians, and infanticide by 
the ancient Romans, were neither held as 
improper or criminal, On the other hand, 


the uſe of wine, and an expoſure of the fe- 
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male face, are crimes among the Orientals. 


Mich us, the Roman Catholics reckon it a ſin 
to cat flesh on Fridays; the Proteſtants ſee 


no impropriety in it. In fine, there do not 


ſeem to be any general, fixed rules, by which 
mankind can know what is, or what is not, 
morally bad, and ſcandalous. 


* „ 4 „ „ 


If there is truly an actual diſtinction be- 


tween good and evil; and if God, as a God of 


order, loves the former and punishes the latter, 


and equally governs all our actions; how does 


it then accord with his love to himſelf, bis 
honour, and goodneſs towards his creatures, 
that he has permitted moral evil in the world, 
when, through his wiſdom and infinite power, 
he could ſo have ordered it, that all men had 
been good, and fit to anſwer the purpoſe of 
their deſtination ? | 


* * 4 * „ 


What is the ſoul ? Of that I abſolutely 
know nothing; and can therefore ſay nothing 
on the ſubjett. Wherefore should I believe 
that it is a being diſtinct from my body? Is 
ir then impoſſible for matter to think? 


At another time, he thus expreſſed himſelf 
on this ſubject: As I ſtrike on ſteel with a2 
flint, nobler matter, a ſpark, flies out; but where 
it remains, 1 cannot tell! Perhaps ſomething 
ſimilar may alſo occur, with reſpe& to ours 
ſelves! 5 | 


| The 


# 


B 


The intention of al! punishments muſt be 
reformation: now is not the idea of eternal 


punisſiment and reformation an abſurdity ? 


* % K * * 


Punishment, in the higheſt degree of juſ- 
tice, muſt be proportioned to the crime; but, 
between the tranſgreſſions of a few years, and 
eternal punishment, do we no loſe that pro- 
portion? „ | 3 


* * * * * 


Rather than eternally punish, will not God 


annihilate thoſe ſouls which are irreclaimable? 


* $ * « * 


He ſurveyed me with a certain ſort of 
ſmile, ſays our worthy Miniſter, half ſerious, 
half ironical, when I firſt ſpake to him con- 
cerning Divine Revelation, * And do you 
really believe in it?“ ſaid ge. Why not? 
anſwered J. It is the guide of my short- 
ſightedneſs through the gloomy paths of truth; 
the comfort of my heart; my ſtaff in the 


_ © windings of life; and a teleſcope before my 


© eyes. He anſwered me, with a certain flat- 
tering compliment, peculiar to young men of 


fashion and ſpirit, That he had conſidered me 


as too enlightened for this. How,” ſaid he, 
© can a philoſopher believe, that an immediate 
© revelation is poſſiblè? that God can converſe 


with men, and, apart from the ordinary way 


of reaſon, communicate truths to the world ? 
| 110 * 
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male face, are crimes among the Orientals. 


Wich ue, the Roman Catholics reckon it a ſin 
to cat flesh on Fridays; the Proteſtants ſee 
no impropriety in it. In fine, there do not 
ſeem to be any general, fixed rules, by which 
mankind can know what is, or what is not, 
morally bad, and ſcandalous. 


„* # * # 


If there is truly an actual diſtinction be- 
tween good and evil; and if God, as a God of 
order, loves the former and punishes the latter, 
and equally governs all our actions; how does 
it then accord with his love to himſelf, bis 
honour, and goodneſs towards his creatures, 
that he has permitted moral evil in the world, 
when, through his wiſdom and infinite power, 
he could ſo have ordered it, that all men had 
been good, and fit to anſwer the purpoſe of 
their deſtination ? | 


+ * 4 „* #* 


What is the ſoul? Of that I abſolutely 
know nothing; and can therefore ſay nothing 
on the ſubjett. Wherefore should I believe 
that it is a being diſtin from my body? Is 
it then impoſſible for matter to think? 


At another time, he thus expreſſed himſelf 


on this ſubject: As I ſtrike on ſteel with a 


flint, nobler matter, a ſpark, flies out; but where 
it remains, 1 cannot tell! Perhaps ſomething 
ſimilar may alſo occur, with reſpect to ours 
ſelves ! 1 | | | 
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The intention of all punishments muſt be 
reſormation: now is not the idea of eternal 


punishment and reſor mation an abſurdity 2 


„ „ „* „ * 


Punishment, in the higheſt degree of juſ- 
tice, muſt be proportioned to the crime; but, 
between the tranſgreſſions of a few years, and 
eternal punishment, do we no loſe that pro- 
portion? 1 | | 


* * * * * 


Rather than eternally punish, will not God 


annihilate thoſe ſouls which are irreclaimable? 


* „ „* « * 


He ſurveyed me with a certain ſort of 
- ſmile, ſays our worthy Miniſter, half ſerious, 


half ironical. when I firſt ſpake to him con- 
cerning Divine Revelation. And do you 
really believe in it P ſaid he. © Why not? 
anſwered J. It is the guide of my short- 
* ſightedneſs through the gloomy paths of truth; 
the comfort of my heart; my ſtaff in the 


* windings of life; and a teleſcope before my 


© eyes. He anſwered me, with a certain flat- 


tering compliment, peculiar to young men of 
fashion and ſpirit, That he had conſidered me 


as too enlightened for this. How, ſaid he, 
* can a philoſopher believe, that an immediate 
* revelation is paſſiblè? that God can converſe 
with men, and, apart from the ordinary way 
* of reaſon, communicate truths to the _ g 
« An 
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© And why did not God give us reaſoning fa - 
©culties, capable of diſtinguishing truth, and 
© to diſcover happineſs ? The perfection of 
© his work demands this, certainly.” 


C'S CVS 


Can I be certain of a Divine Revelation? 
T have never heard God ſpeak——— The books, 
which are ſaid to contain that revelation, were 
written by men — The miracles, to which we 
are referred, alſo reſt on the evidenee of men. 
All is thus witneſſed by men; and no- 
where, in this particular, do I ſee Gop. 


„* * * * #* 


One evening, the priſoner ſpake of Moss. 
He had, he ſaid, nothing to ſay againſt his laws; 
oY” his morality was founded on natural right; and 
his civil inſtitutions ſavoured of wiſdom, and were 
adapted to the people whoſe Jegiſlator he was. 
*K But he would by no means credit the Divine 
4 miſſion of Moſes. In his opinion, Moſes had 
| invented all, in order to obtain a greater rever- 
[1 ence for his laws; and in which he acted like 
1 Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, and nearly all the 
: ancient lawgivers, who aſcribed their ordinances 
1 to a divine ſource. „ 
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FS In fpite of all my arguments, Meyer de- 
15 | clared, That he could not believe in miracles, 
becauſe the order of Nature was regular and | 
immutable; and that therefore, ſor this particular 

| | reaſon, 


E 


reaſon, the Bible did- not ſtrike him as divine, 
but as containing circumſtances that were re. 
pugnant to ſound ſenſe : it abounded with mi- 
racles that, having no affinity to the laws of 
Nature, often came upon us, as it were, by 
ſurpriſe ? = | 


* * * * % 


Has not God, continued Meyer, given 
Nature ſufficient influence for the accomplish- 
ment of all his deſigns? If not, then is his 
work exceedingly imperfect: on the other hand, 
if Nature poſſeſſes the requiſite power, then, 
are not miracles unneceſſary? | 


Again: How can we diſtinguish an actual 
miracle, ſince we know ſo little of what Nature 


1s capable; and eſpecially as many men can 


perform ſuch ſtrange and unaccountable things, 


ſimply by the aſſiſtance of art? 


Or, is it not evidently in disfavour of mi- 


racles, that all religioniſts boaſt of ſuch inter- 


ventions; the Heathens, as well as the Jews 
and the Chriſtians? Now, it is impoſſible that 
ſeveral dogmas should be eſtablished by the 
ſame ſort of prodigies! 


| But all is ſo replete with wonders, 


that the number does not accord with thoſe 
economical laws which God obſerves in his 
works, | 


I * * * 


On 


« == 


On particular miracles, I do not recolle& 
that the priſoner mentioned more than three, 
The firſt to which he objected. as incredible, 
was that reſpecting Elisha, II Kings, vi. 5, 6. 


But, as one was felling a beam, the ax- 
head fell into the water: and he cried, and 
ſaid, Alas, maſter! for it was borrowed. 


And the man of God ſaid, Where fell it? 
And he shewed him the place. And he cus 
down a ſtick, and caſt it in thitker, and the iron 
aid ſwim, | - 


How repugnant is this, ſaid he, to 
- © ſound ſenſe, and the laws of pravity ! 
A piece of iron, that muſt naturally ſink in 
© water, becauſe it is heavier than that element, 
| © nevertheleſs riſes up from the bottom of the 
: * ſtream, and floats upon its ſurface! Who 
can credit fuch an aſſertion??? | 


WEI 6 
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Preſſed by my arguments, the priſoner had 
recourſe to the following ſubterfſuge, a few 
days before his death. All the miracles,” 
faid he, © which are aſcribed to Jesvs, and through | 


| * We do not deem it adviſcable, or proper, to 
{ give the Priſoner's indecent obſervations on the other 
* | two. Miracles — (the turning of Water into Wine, and 
1 the Fig-Tree which JIxsus curſed) without adding the 
* | convincing Arguments of our learned Author, on the 
F ſubjet. Woe shall therefore - reſerve both the one and 
the other, for the Publication which has already been 


announced. ; 5 
| | * which 


| 
| 
| 
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„ 
« which his greatneſs muſt be demonſtiated/ are 
* ſo inſignificant, and operated fo weakly on the 
« Jews — They were principally the bodily 
* cures of poor perſons, or even the reſtoration 


© of this miſerable life to individuals who had, 


© perhaps, been happier dead; while others, in 
© conſequence thereof, became neither better 
5 nor wiſer, Now, had he actually been ca- 
© pable of working miracles, and having the 
© ſalvation of mankind in view, then should he 
© have operated prodigies on the heart; then 
© ought he to have compelled belief; and then 
© had he, with more caſe and facility, ac- 
© compliched his aims; and mankind would 
© have been infinitely happier, than through 
the medium of a few pitchers of wine, or 


the reſtoration to agility and health.” 


In ſaying this, he shewed more ſatirical 
mirth than I could ever bear on ths ſubje& of 


religion. I became diſpleaſed, and ſeriouſly 


ſignified to him, that raillery, which never indi- 
cated a love of truth, was by no means ſuitable 
to ſolemn diſcuſſion; particularly in his circum- 
ſtances, on the point, as it were, of appcaring 
before the Judge of the living and the dead. 


On this,. he excuſed himſelf by calling it the 


remains of a depraved manner, which he ne- 
vertheleſs deteſted. It was, indeed, the firſt 
and the only time that he gave me ſerious 


cauſe of offence, 
# * * # 3 


At another time, we hcld a very grave 
diſcourſe on the Perſon and Character of JESUS, 
| In 


« Jeſus Chriſt. 


[x34 1 


In my preſence, he always ſpoke of him with 
reverence and high eſteem; and, now and then, 
expatiated on various traits in his life, with a a 


certain kind of tranſport *, 
VV 


But, ſaid Meyer, another time, if Chriſt's 
reſurrection occurred in the manner as related 
by the Evangeliſts, then would not only the 
people, but Herod and Pilate, have inſtituted 


* So forcible is the influence of truth, that more 
than one unbelie ver has profeſſed the ſame ſentiments, 
In confirmation of this, fee Rouſſeau's Emily; vol. III. 
page 111. je vous avoue auſh, que la majeſté des 
« Ecritures m'etonne, la ſaintetE de FEvangile parle 
© a mon cœur. — Se peut - il, qu'un livre, à la fois ſi 
© ſublime & ſi ſimple, ſoit l'ouvrage des hommes? Se 
peut - il, que celui, dont il fait Ihiſtoire ne ſoit qu'un 
homme lui mEme? — Quelle douceur, qu'elle pureté 
« dans fes mœurs! quelle grace touchante dans ſes in- 
* ſtructions! quelle Elevetion dans ſes maximes! quelle 
« profonde ſageſſe dans ſes difcours | quelle preſence 
« d'eſprit! quelle fineſſe & quelle juſtice dans ſes reponſes ! 
« quel empire ſur les paſſions! Ou eſt homme, ou eſt 
© le ſage, qui ſait agir, ſouffrir & mourir fans foibleſſe 
& ſans oltentation ? «— — Oui, ſi la vie 
« & la mort de Socrate ſont d'un Sage, ld vie & la mort 
de Jeſus ſont d'un Dieu. Dirons nous que I hiſtoire de 
« Evangile eſt inventée à plaiſir? Mon ami! ce n'eſt 
pas ainſi qu'on invente, & les faits de Socrate, dont 
* perſonne. ne doute, ſont moins atteſtés que ceux -de 
— L'Evangile a des characteres de 
«© veErite ſi grands, fi frappans, ſi parfaicement inimitables, 
que l'inventeur en ſeroit plus Etonnant que le heros. 
Avec tout cela ce meme Evangile eſt plein de choſes 
< incroyadles, de choſes qui repugnent à la raiſon, & 
qu'il eſt impoſſible a tout homme ſenſe de concevoir 
ui d'admettre. — Que faire au milieu de toutes ces 
« contradiftions? Etre toujours modeſte & citconſpect, 
* mon enfant, & c, 5 


* 


L 235; * 


an enquiry into the circumſtance. It was a 


recent event; and therefore might have been 
eaſily, inveſtigated. Thus, they certainly knew.- 


its truth or falſity; and, as neither the one nor 


the other embraced Chriſtianity at that period, 
may we not conclude, that circumſtances were 
not ſo ſtrong in favour of that relation as the 


world has been led to believe? 


* * „ „%. „% 


Meyer confeſſed, that interceſſion, and pro- 
pitiation through the death of the Mediator, are. 


the reigning and acknowledged doctrines of the 


New. Teſtament ; but, conceiving himſelf a 
Philoſopher, he called this doctrine exactly one of 


thoſe difficulties which aroſe, in his mind againſt 
the Goſpel; and the crucifixion of chRIST, as 
a propitiary ſacrifice, was with him as great an 
abſurdity, he ſaid, as it had been for eighteen 
centuries to the Grecian philoſophers, 


It was not equitable, he inſiſted, to obtain 


happineſs, through the ſufferings and the obedi- 
ence of another ! — Where, in this caſe, is 
Juſtice? What Tribunal would cauſe you to 
be hung up in my place? or deſtroy a brave 
and honourable man for the purpoſe of conſery- 
ing a villain? - | 


The doctrine of Interceſſion weakens, he 
ſaid, the zeal to virtue ; and mankind tranquilly 
ſee the worſt come upon them, by relying on 
another's obedience. Now can God, he asked, 
reveal any thing that is prejudicial to the 
exerciſe of virtue | i 

re- 
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I recommended prayer to him moſt ſeri- 
ouſly; and begged that he would always par- 
ticularly reſort to it after my departure; calmly, 
at the ſame time, reflecting on the purport 
of my arguments and obſervations. This he 
promiſed me. But, on my ſeveral returns, 
having enquired after the manner in which the 
youth employed his time, I found that he had paid 
little attention to my requeſt. I demanded the 
reaſon of his non-compliance ; when he anſwer. 
ed, that though he made no outward exhibition 
of devoutneſs, becauſe he would not appear as 
a diſſembler before his Keepers, his heart, ne ver- 
theleſs, was always ſupplicating for comfort and 
#lumination! I, however, gave him to under- 
ſtand, that though he might probably deceive me, 
it was impoſſible to impoſe on an all-knowing 
and an all ſeeing Gop: 9 


CHAP, 


tw] 


CHAP. VII 


TH Us far the Tranſlator 
has endeavoured to render the ſtricteſt juſtice 
to the Work of his reſpectable Author. But 
perceiving a deficiency which many of our Read - 
ers, perhaps, will alſo find wanting — that is, 
the manner of this ſingular Adventurer's detec. 
tion — we have collected the circumſtances 
relating thereto, from an authority which can- 
not be diſputed ; having, for that purpoſe, been 
favoured with a communication from one of the 
principal ſufferers, reſident in Rotterdam. The 
Dutch Bookſeller, indeed, led the Public to ex- 
pect that ſuch a detail was in preparation: and, 
but for that promiſe, we had not ſo long witheld 

the preſent undertaking. 


However careleſs the remarks which 
Meyer made oppoſite to the Soap Houſe, in the 
High-Street, Rotterdam, they did not eſcape the 
notice of an attentive Shopkeeper who lived on 
the oppoſite ſide the ſtreet. He diſcovered, 

or thought he diſcovered, ſomething ſingular in 
the ſtranger's manner; and therefore took an 
accurate ſurvey of his perſon : not, however, 
as ſuppoſing him a thief, at that time; nor even 
when he underſtood that the dwelling-houſe had 
been plundered. 
Ce 1 That 
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That F ate, however, for which Meyer was 


ſo great an advocate, contrived it ſo, that he 


Should draw from a hag of eight and twenty penny 
pieces, ſtolen in the High- Street, one which was 
ſingularly ſtamped, and which Mr. Neufville 


had ſingularly noticed. Having thus, then, 


by chance ſelected this piece from among two 


or three hundred that were properly coined; 


Fate conducted him, the day after the robbery, 
to the Shop of that inquiſitive tradeſman who 
bad previouſly watched his motions while he. 


contemplated on, and deviſed, the plan of con- 


verting ſound into ſubſtance, The govern- 
ment - mark on the piece being irregular, the 
Shopkeeper at firſt refuſed to receive it in pay- 
ment; on which, Meyer, having probably no 
other money at that time with him, offered to 
deduct four-pence from its current value, pro- 
vided the man would take it on that condition. 
This was ſomething myſterious in a gentleman 
of Meyer's appearance; and the Shopkeeper 


calling to mind the obſervations which he had 


made on that ſame character a few days before, 
acceded to his requeſt; but ſolely with a view 
of clearing up ſome very ſerious ſuſpicions which 
then darted acroſs his imagination, He accord- 
ingly xepaired to the Deputy Sheriff; and to 
that officer communicated all which had paſſed, 
and all that he ſuſpected; giving him, at the 


ſame time, the eight and-twenty piece, as ad- 


mirably calculated ior the foundation of further 
enquiries. In a day or two afterwards, the 
Deputy waited on Mr. Neufville, and asked him 
if, among all his {ilver, be could recolle& any 


particular piece, ſo as to know it again beyond 
the poſſibility) of doubt. That gentleman, 
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after reflecting a few moments, called the iden- 
tical twenty-eight piece to his mind; and being 
favoured with a ſight of it, declared, without 
the ſmalleſt heſitation, - that it was the ſame 
piece which had been recently ſtolen from his 
counting-houſe ! | 


The Municipal officers now obtained a 
pretty accurate deſcription of MEYER's- perſon 5 
and it was but a short time ere they traced him 
to his lodgings. Thither the Head Officer re- 
paired; but the Culprit was then from home. 
In returning, however, to the Stad Houle, he 
was met accidentally in the ſtreet. The Officer 
politely accoſted him; and asked if his name 
was Meyer? He anſwered at once in the 
affirmative; when ſomething further being in- 
timated, he was conducted to the Stad Houſe, 
without the leaſt buſtle, or oppoſition on the 
priſoner's part, | 


At firſt, he was taken for an Englishman; 
and, independent of his five burglaries, charg 
with being a ſpy inthe pay of Mr.. Pitt, The 
frankneſs of MEYER, however, cleared up every 
doubt in a short time; and, giving information 
as to the place where he had depoſited the ſtolen 
property, it was all recovered by the Magil- 
trates; who, after the culprit's death, having 
deducted the amount of a very expenſive pro- 
ſecution, divided the remainder among the ſe- 
veral ſufferers. One part of it was actually on 
board the Induſtry, Captain Bridge; and the 
other entruſted to the care of an English pub- 
lican reſiding on the Wine-Haven, where the 
Slip lay, wai ing only for a favourable wind, 
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The Captain, ( whoſe father was maſter of one 
of the Packets between Holland and England ) 
had known MEYER for ſome years paſt; and ſo 
great was his opinion of the unhappy man's 


honour, and character, that, when queſtioned by 


the Magiſtrates as to his knowledge of the 
priſoner's profeſſion, he replied I should 
«* juſt as ſoon have ſuſpected either of you, 
„ as Mr. Meyer, of ſuch a buſineſs!” 


An inſtance of Meyer's audacity, which 
was communicated to the Tranſlator by Mr. 
Neufville himſelf, is perhaps worthy of rela- 
tion. Free Maſon's lodge was held at the 
Doele, the night after Meyer had plundered the 


Soap Houſe in High-Street; and a Son of Mr. 


Neufville, the proprietor of that concern, 
going up to the Lodge Room, unluckily ſtruck 
his leg ſo violently as to ſtain his ſtocking with 
blood. In conſequence of this accident, he 


went below into the kitchen, and deſired that a 


meſſenger might be ſent to his houſe for a 


Clean pair of ſtockings. Meyer then fat near 


the chimney; and hearing it obſerved, or being 
told, that that was the gentleman whoſe houſe 
had been robbed the preceding night, he ad- 
dreſſed him very tranquilly in Englich, and of- 
fered him the uſe of a new pair of ſilk ſtockings; 
which Mr. N. accepting, he fetched them from 


bis trunk, above ſtairs; and received them 


again on the ſucceeding day! 


FINIS. 


